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From the Acljutant’s Desk

| certainly hope this finds you all well and looking for-
ward to the end of winter. | he weather had been a bit
cold and snowy here in Western New York, not to for-
got the mass quantity of wind. | spent some time going
over the volumes of company binder, trying to familiarize
myself with cach company. T he real kicker is the amount
of information contained on an external hard drive given
to me by Major Plair. [t reminds me of what Colonel
Sink told Captain Winters when he was moved to bat-
talion OX, ¢ you're a solid tactician, don’t worry about
Papcrwork”wKight‘

Since the fall, we've had several new membersjoin us. |
am also happy to see the number of promotions coming
across my desk. Congratulations to | abitha Dauthrich
and Kyle Curtis upon their promotions to Ranger Pri-
vate. | heir hard work is a good sign for the future of the
Battalion.

Since  September we can  welcome  Terrence
McK enna, Joshua Shores and (Geno Jankowski to the
Maryland Company as well as Jonathan Truax to
Michigan. My apologies to anyone | may have missed.

Once again, | had the opportunity to attend this years
School of the Ranger at [t [Fredrick. We had an excel-
lent group of cadets which included members of the
Michigan, Maryland and New York companies. An al-
ways, a learning experience. [ats off (aptain-
[icutenant | ramelli and Rick Seidemann and their sup-
port staff on ajob well done.

] hope to see many of you at Markct I:air and lets not
Fort Nfagara in Julg. And for you harc’g souls, we have
an oPPortunitg to attend [Tort Ticondcroga in later Juiy.

Sent me an email if interested.

Winter E vent

Niagara WinterScout

Sir,

The Fo”owing is a report of the recent scout made to-
wards [Tort Niagara and the ensuring action.

The day began bright and sunny while Serjeant
Mathe and I continued our trek from near False Ba3
towards Niagara. \We were able to rendezvous with [ri-
vate Ske”cn and company near | a Be”e Fami”c. A)Cter
a short break we made our way to the fort and were able
to gain entry undetected. As luck would have it, the
French were entertaining a group of visitors and we were
able to move about Freelg. Entering the great castle we
found the Place bustlir\g with activity. In the kitchen the
[French had Preparec{ a Iargc meal with many breads,
roasted meat, Puc{dings and soup, to which we helPec{
ourselves. Alcter scouting the enemies strengt}ﬁ we de-
cided to withdrawn.

Moving_just east of the fort beyon& Signa! Hill, we
entered the woods and found a scouting Partg made up
of Croghan’s and Hosington’s men. Also, we found Pt
[ vans of NY Compang as well as Recruit Jankowski of
the Marglanc{ ComPang.

After l’;olcling a war meeting it was decided that we

would set an ambush along the woods road and await any

l/V[ntcr [ vent- continued on page 3
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Battalion Staff

Commancling Officer:
Acyutant:

Meijor Bill Blair
Captain Tim Green

JaegerAdjutant@cox.net

tcgunnerﬁ‘!—@gmai!‘com

Battalion Staff Web page: www.rogersrangers.com,” staffandco. html

battalion Web Address
Batta!ion Web pages .. http://www.rogersrangers.com/

Battalion Yahoo GrouP Address
Battalion Dispatch l‘uttp://grouPsyal‘noo‘com/grouP/Batta]ionDisPatch/

Battalion ComPanics’ Web Fagcs
SCI"IrOth]S NCW Yorl( Compang e WWW.SCl‘IrOthSCOmPang.COm

Anglum’s Jllonois’ ComPan}j httP://i”inoisrangers.blogspot.com/

Marylanc{ Company

Battalion Joumal Staff

Fublishcr: Thomas Fr39 .. atlatl@charter.net
E ditor: Jerrg Knitis ... fknitis@aol.com

Associate [F ditor: | ou | ramelli ... !jtramc"i@gmail.com
Associate [F ditor: Karen 7. Schasel Millard ... kesm1 96+@gmai|.com

Associatc Eclitor Katl‘nrgn Kecl .... No email address

l‘nttp://www‘rogersra ngers.com/MDComPa ny/

Send all corresPonclence to
Thomas Fray, Publisher
Battalion Journal
637 Tclcgraph Road
Fcru, Ncw York 12972

Renewal Jnformation

Bﬂ Jcrrg K nitis, = ditor

[f the mailing label on the back of this ?3 int- S
Fine Publication shows a [90) in the . _“
lower rigl’nt—l’xanc{ corner of the address L\ :

label, this will be your last issue.

Flease renew your subscription tociagl Also if you
know of a member that is not getting the Journal, en-
courage him/her to do so.

See contact information below for renewing a sub-

scriPtion

Ensign Thomas Fray, Publisher
Battalion Journal

637 Tclcgraph Road
Fcru, New Yorl( 12972
[ mail: atlatl@charter.net

An Outstanding | ine of
Battalion Bonnets

Offered by Jucly DcJongc

A Ligl’;ter Blue Ponnet, Hcavi]y [Felted T hick and
r—‘leavy for Extcndcc{ Wear.

A navy blue with red trim (in addition to her "classic"
Battalion Ponnet). as well as a Plain blue and Navy
Bluc bonnets. (with no red trim).

You can contact her at
Jucly DeJonge
1260 Peckwidth N.J.
(arand Rapids. Ml 49505

mclcjonge‘}'@att.nct

For |nformation and Fricing
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l/Vlht'er E vent ...continued from pasge 7

]:rench that may come out. We were rewarded shortlg as
a I:rench Patrol did appear with the party of guests that
we had observed carlier. French scouts stumbled into our
advance Pickcts who gave fire and retreated to our hid-
denline. Morc f:rencl'w came forward to press the woods.

As tl’leg came near, our line rose up and gave a devas-
tating vo”eg. The Frcnch line held onl3 Ericﬂg as tlﬂcy
began to flee. Fressing forward on the left flank the New
Yorl< company advanced in Pursuit, Thc Frcncl‘l soon
scattered into the swampy woods. We counted five dead
I:renc]ﬁmcn on the field.

We discovered that the party of guests were in fact
Prisoners taken cluring raids, who were under escort to
Montreal. AFtcr taking time to warm up, Provicling them
with hot drink, we withdrew from the area mai(ing our way

SaFCIH home.

] submit, Your [Humble Servant,
Timothg Gireen, CaptaimAdjutant

Jaeger"s Eattah’on Kangers Frcsent:
CaPtaimAcUutant T. Green
Scrjeant Stephcn Mathe, NY ComP}j
Private Jcrcmg Skellen, NY ComP}j
Private Arthur [~ vans, NY COU\P}j
Recruit (Geno Jankowski, MD Compﬂ

A” these Rangcrs are members of Schrotlﬂ’s Ncw Yori< Com~
pany of Kangcrs

A

In K cgarc/s to Old [ ort/\/iagara
C/ot/zing5tanc/arc/5

| recent]g spoke with Bob " merson rcgarding the
suf:zject authenticitg standards. [Jis main concern is the
number of persons displaging costumes that do not fit
the historic context of the event. Fersons dressed as
Piratcs, Fairg/cl]c Fantasy, science fiction, cosplag or
stcamPunk, etc.,, simply do not fit within the O N stan-

v

th. . l eremy .

C/othlthtand’ard’s... continued on next page
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C/ot'/?/’n‘g 5fand’ards - continued from pre vious pasge

dards and are not allowed.

The OFN staff conducted a review of historic mate-
rial in their Possession regarcling Perioc] c|otl’1ing and cre-
ated the subjcct set of guidclincs‘ [~ ach of the individual
interpretations, Pritish, [French, Native, Provincial, and
Ranger, have been Providec{ with a set of gufdeline&
These guiclciines are Prescnted as: Bes’c, Bctter, Ac-
cePtable, Discouragec] and UnacceptaHe. Clothing and
accoutrement cxamplcs are given in cach as to what is
considered aPProPriate or not.

Frcviouslg in 2017, [Tort Ticonderoga Pubh’shec{ a
set of standards not unlike those of OFFN. At present,
Fort Frederickjust recentlg also Published similar cloth-
ing standards. | ike O N, their concern is that there are
number of PeoP|e attencling their events, most notab!g
Market [Fair, who are not in step to the clothing Policics‘
While we can blame some of the visiting Public for this still,
many participates are at fault as well

What can we do? Pasically, nothing. T here will be
no clothing Police hunting you down and we should expect
business as usual. [owever, look at the top Paragraph
and understand the guiclelines. Best, Petter, Accept~
able, Discouragcc! and Unacccptablc‘ Now look at your
kit and seen where you fall.

The Fo”owing are Points submitted to me bg Major
Toc{isl‘n, and genera”g reflect requircments across the
whole of Jaeger’s Battalion;

i. At events which are pre~1 758, no green rcgimentals
should be worn.

2. (Generic events such as Market [Tair or those time
sPcchCic after 1758, green regimenta|s are consid-
ered aPProPriatc‘ Prior to such events gui&clincs
should be issued as to clothing exPcctations‘

3. \When time and event schedule Pcrmits, a morning
fnspection of all Kangers on Paracle in full kit, under
arms with Packs and regimcntals. Decision for the
actua”g Parac{e turn out should be determined bg
the senior officer/NC (O present.

4. T he uniform during the active part of the dag should
reflect the duties being Pcr‘Formec] as well as to take

account of the weather conditions. As before, this
decision is to be made }33 the senior Ranger com-
mander Prcsent or as cle|egatecl authoritg may be
given.

5. Moming and evening (olor Parades requirec] turn
out in best PossiHc dress, underarms. Marching kit

is not genera”g requirecl unless directed.

|f you trulg have a concern, shoot me an email: cap-
tacﬁt@gmail.com. Major Blair and | P!an to address this
issue during Officers Ca” at [t [rederick Market

Fair. Ferhaps we can hold a more open form if needed.

Regards, Timothg C. Green, CaPtaimAcﬁutant

. e

s —
="

S L

Du{g Notca’

BACKGROUND

The Fo”owing quotes are taken from various
sources; Journals, newspapers, diaries, etc tcsti&/}ing to
the c[othing cluring the 18th century. The Fo”owing are
submitted bg Thomas Frag, E_nsign; Sclﬁrotl‘l’s New
York Compang

A ugust 1st, 1759— 7—/'Cona’croga
Commlissa/y I/Vi/son’s Ora'cr{y Booé

/ni’ercst/ng that no numbers of shoes for Kan‘g@rs‘ /D 055/~
f)/ﬂ t/zc‘\y were still 5uy[ﬁg out of their own Pay from 5ut~
Jers sepera te from this 5ulo/o/ﬂ

Adjutant of the Day to-morrow Predeaux. Asa Number
of Shoes are come up, intended for the Ufe of the Army,
and will be delivered to them at the prime Coft in
England, which three Shillings and fix Pence per Pair,
The Regiments may receive in the following Manner and
Proportion, or as many of that Proportion as they like to
take by applying to Mr. Tucker, agent to Mr. Kilby at the
Landing Place.

Royall, . . . 1384

Forbes, . . . 276

Grenadiers, . . 288
Light Infantry, . 288

Innifkilling, . 276 Gages, . . . 276
Royal Highlands 366 Royal Artillery, o056
Predeaux, . . 276

Montgomerys, . 514 3000
The Quartermafters muft pay for them at the above rate,
and each Corps may immediately fend and receive the
Numbers they want, each Corps to fend an Officer and a
Partie with Arms to efcort the People and keep proper
Order. A Corp! and 6 Men to mount on the Provifions

Du[y Not’cc/ - continued on next page
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Du{y Not'ca’ - continued from Pr@vious page

More shoes to be given out in same amount as before.
No Rangers |isted.FerhaPs theg could Purchase those

not done so bg regu|ar5 but no order for such.

[/V/'/son ’s O/'a’cr/y book
) T T : As there are three
thoufand Pair of Shoes arraived at Ticonderoga which are
for the Ufe of the Troops, at 35 and 6¢ per Pair, and are to
be deliverd to the Regiments in the fame Manner as by
the Order of the 311t July, each Corps will fend a Return

to Major of Brigade Moniepenny of the Number they
chufe to take that they may be fent for accordingly.

The below entry from a Poston newspaper describes so
of the c|o’ching worn. | his article was submitted }35 I n-
sign Thomas Fray.

]:cbruary 26,1756
Tl’lc Boston chuy Ncws—]_cttcr

Extract of a letter from an Ogicer at Fort Cumberland in
Nova-Scotia Dated Februarg 6,1756.

Col Scott /Javfxvg fitted out a /D.artﬂ of Men in the
same [Dress of the Canac//ans and [ndians, which
party, Ens{gn Prewen commanded, ée/ng 30 t/zcy
scyt out aftera 5now tell towards /\//cmramcook and
/zac/notgonc far in that Koad before he met with thre
Acadians, who came to him imaging them to be one of
teir own [arties, and would have taken fix more imme-
c/iatc/y, but 5&/ the Eagcrncss of the 5@7@3/7t who
tired. discovered the Wolt therefore to return with-
out other 5ucccss‘

7 hese Frisoners upon [ xamination acqua/ntcc/ Co/
5(:0#, T/lzat /\//ons/cur 5@2145/7@5(%@) Mon‘ Dc Bc‘r
Ville and 15 chu/ars with 18 Canac//éms and about
300 [ndians with their Families to the Number of
1000 were assembled at 5/7(%//3(: (op/oositc the [sle
of St. Jon) to live upon the (_attle of the Countrﬂ.

T hat Monsicur Peaushebere were Prcpar/hg to
come with a /I> a/‘ty to fall upon our F colo/e when get-
ting their Wood. UPO” which, (ol Scott Pur/oosc"c/
going to visit M. Bcauﬁebcrc; W/?CI”CU[)OH all the
Tay/ors were cmp/oyca/ in ma,é/ng Jndian 5toc£[ngs,
(afes for their Firelocks, Mittens, and [aistcoats,
and the [ rench /D risoners in ma.é/'ng Mogasons
[moccas/ns]. W/76r7 our /D r@/:?arations were about two
T/ﬁrc/s Com/p/eted, /4 deserter came to us, (2 G@rman
who had been one of the first at | _/a//l[ax) who ac-
quaint@d us of M. Peauhebere’s /76//75 mart’d with

about 130 [ndians, and that he came with Ccr’tainiy
of 5UCC655, as he had sent a /'> arty 10 Days before
to reconnoiter, who had it in their Fower alone (as
f/]éﬂ rcloortcao to have ,é/'//’a/jo of our Mcn; but their
Ordcrs were not to discover themselves. 7—/16 D@~
serter assur'd us that he knew the very /D Jace where
M Bcauﬁcécre would /73/L‘, and that he would lead a
I arty G/I'rect(g upon him in the /\//g/d'

7 his to us was welcome News; and was immediatel,
resol’d upon to sct outwith 350 Men which C ol
5(:01‘1‘ himself went to command. We écgan our
Marc/lz at 17 o’c/ock, and thro’ as bad a Koaa/as was
ever march’d éc/ng half | eg c/cclo al the way in Srow
Water; e got to the wish'd for [lace /’ust betore
dawn, but to our breat Mortification there nono [~ n-
emy there; and Ey the /7urry and cagerness ofour
[ront who first came to the [Jouse where we /mag/n’a/
tﬁcy were and fird a [latoon which mak/ng an Alarm,
we concluded it would be in vain to seek furthers. |/e
made [ires there and refresh’d our Men, and in two
/‘7’0ur set out upon our return; [>uf we /Iac/ scarce
c/]u/tc the Woods with our ear when t/‘lcy setup their
Yell and gave us Fire which our brave /\/@W—Eng/anc/
Men c]u/cé/y return’d and answer'd their Cf\y; and the
whole )[acfng about /oursuc*a/ them into the VWoods,
but to little urpose.

Morc on Whtcr ,4 ccoutrements

( Crccpcrs—F art ] )

Written bg CaPt/Lt Jerry Knitis
From Senior Rangcr Fapcr

INTRODUCTION

Anice creeper is a metal frame, that has spikes pro-
truding downward, that is attached to the bottom of a
shoe or moccasin instcp to prevent inPPing when travel-
ing on foot over SIiPPCrﬂ surfaces such as ice. In cold
climatcs, winter travel into the backcountrg is usua”9
done on foot. T o travel into this environment, the per-
son used waterways to travel since they are flat and usu-
a”g free of clceP SNOW. ]n order to navigate on these
slippcrg surfaces, one used the ice creepers for improvcc{

traction.

During the 18th century, iron was the material of
choice to construct the creepers. CaPtain John K nox

Cr'cclocrs~ continued on next page
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Crecpcrs- continued from Prcv/ous page

describes the ice creepers
that were used during the
French and |ndian War.

]t FrozeJ thawcc{, snowecl,

rained and froze again.

Soft &ropping weather

tOC!a\Lj, fell l-xcavg rain at
night. Open weathcr, with rain; at noon a snow storm; it
froze hard at night. Most severe weather with an intense
frost, and the snow flies in thick drifts the grouncl is become
50 s]iPPcr3 that it is clangerous to stir out of doors: the
troops, throughout this Province, are ob]igcc] to have re-
course to various expeclients to prevent meeting with acci-
dents bg Fa”ing: Some [33 wearing coarse stockings over
their shoes, with an additional sole or two, of thick frize or
other woolen cloath; some wear moggosans; and others
again use what are ]33 us termed creepers, which are an in-
vention calculated for the hallow of the 1Coot, that buckles on
like a spur; it is a small Plate of iron an inch broad, with two
ears that come up on both sides of the shoe between the
ankle and insteP, with a stud on each of thcm, for leathers:
from the two extremities are four stout Points turned down-
ward, to the Icngth of two thirds of and inch, which, ]33 the
W@ig}’:t of the person who wears them, are indented in the
ice, this contrivance is actua”y necessary, and prevents

» 1

many fatal 1Ca”5

Toda the creepers are made of other metals such as
steel (a }33 Product of iron), aluminum, etc. Toc{ag, in the
2ist century, ice creepers are called 4"/6~Point instep

crampons.

Thc method of Fastenfng the instcp crampon to your
boot is similar to the method used in the 18th century to
fasten the ice creepers to your moccasin or shoe. (5@6
a/rawfng at r/g/zt). The difference in the crampons
(creepers) of toclay from those in the 18th centurg are
the tgpc of material used to make the creeper, the proc~
ess of manuxcacturing the creeper, and small char\gcs in

clesign for )Castening the creeper to the shoe or boot.

|n addition, the cost of reproduction ice creepers is
between ten and twenty dollars ($10.00 -~ $20.00) de-
Penc{ing on where you Purchasc them.

HISTORY OF ICE. CREEFERS:

Whatever their origins, around the year | A.D., north-
ern groups of PeoP!e near the Bering Straft began to
dcvclop more sophisticatcd techniques for hunting and
migratec{ over the Bering | and Briclge to what is known
as Alaska todag. Onc such group of hunters was the
YuPiks‘

Thcsc PcoP[c settled along the channels and deltas of

the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers. T he Yupik moved sca-
sona”}j between summer Fishing camps, fall hunting camps,
sPring traPPing camps, and permanent winter homes. For
much of the year, the eople traveled over frozen rivers,

lai«és, and trails. Thcg had flatbed sleds constructed from

driftwood and fitted with ivory or baleen runners. Theg
Pu”ec{ these sleds b}j hand. Wood or ivory ice creepers (see
creepers on page 7) and a Pointed staff he]Pec{ the People

to maintain their Footing on the ice.

Theice creeper devcloped amongst Native American
tribes as well as in the northern climates of [ urope and
Asia. |n the 18th century, we find both the French and
British soldiers are equipped with creepers for winter
use even though warfare was wage very limitcdly during
the cold months.

RANGERS USE

During the winter months, the rangers Put on snow-
slﬁoes, ice creepers and even ice skates to ease their trav-
cling, and Penctratcc{ dccp into ["rench-held territory to
conduct successful raids and counter the [French irregu-~
lar forces that also remained active c{uring the winter.
The ice creepers were an imPortant part of their equiP~
ment during the winter camPaign. |n the book Battle on
Snowshoes, the author describes in detail the cquipmcnt
that the rangers carried on their winter scouts. “Packs
and [Haversacks were carried on the Kangcﬂs back on
the left side and would contain his food rations, Personal
items, ice skates, and ice creepers. (Jce creepers could be
attached with leather thongs to the bottom of shoe, moc-~

B pJ
casins, or snowshoes...”

The rangers tied the creepers to their moccasins,
which were Prexcerred over shoes, when going onto an icy
waterway and removed them when exiting‘ Theg also
attached them to their snowshoes if the terrain on which
tl’xeg were snowshocing were icy or slippcrg‘ This
method is noted in the Fo”owir\g passage:

On the third clag of the Patrol, i2 March 1758,
the !fstening Posts were brougl’xt in and the march re-

sumed at sunrise, the rangers moving in extended or-

der up the lake, using ice creepers on their feet, snow-
shoes stowed on their Packs. Rogers kePt the men
close to the east bark so as to minimize observation
on the lake.

About three miles up the lake, the Point spot-
ted a clog running across the ice. Kogers immecliatelg
Pu”e& his Partg into the fur trees a|ong the east shore
and sent a small reconnaissance Partg forward to in-

vestigate the islands that Iagjust ahead because of

Cr'cclocrs~ continued on next page
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Crcc/ocrs- continued from Pr@vlbus pasge

the Possibilitg of ambush. E_vergone knew that dogs

grequcntly accompanied Partics of |ndians. Ranger

[Historian Burt (Garfield | oescher suggests that the

lost clog may actua”y have bc|ongcd to the war Partg

of fifteen |ndians that attacked a local Patro! near

f:ort E_dwarcl on the morning of 12 March 1758.

Kogcrs was taking no chances. [His recon party re-

turned with a negative report. Nevertheless Rogers

ordered ice creepers removed, snowshoes donned,
and took his force into the woods where theg moved
arallel to the east shore of the lake as far north as

Sabbath Dag FPoint on the oPPosite side.”

There have been examples of ice~creepers found at
many French and |ndian War sites, csPcciaug Rogers’
]sland (see images on the right)

Jn the next issue of T he Battahon Journal, we will

dCSCFi}DC }10W to mai(c a set OF ]CC Crecpers FOF 3our use

on winter Patrols.

E ndnotes:

i Knox, Capt. John “HISTORICAL JOURNAL OF
CAMFAIGNS in NORTH-AMERICA, FOR
The YEARS 1757,1758,1759 and 1760:Vol1”p 101 ~

102

2. Alaska Historg and Cultural Studies; Southwest Alaska;
The Sea, A Common Bond

U RL: http://www.aklﬂistorycoursc.org/artic!cs/
articlc.Pl‘uP'?art]D=9§

Date accessed: Not available online anymore

5. Bcaror, Bob “Bat‘tlc on 5nows|‘10cs” Chapter 5, page 7

4. This excerpt was taken from Joseph Mcang’s article
“]:rigid Furg”. The article was written and Published for
the Ncw York Satc Militar3 Museum and \/eterans Re~

search Cer\tcr, Tl‘lis information is found in the section

labeled “Thc Fatrol’ﬂ

5. Tl‘lc descriPtior\ here is a sgnopsis of b[acksmitlﬂir\g Prir\ci~
Pals done bg G!cnr\ Conr\cr (B|aci<stonc Forgc) e

created a step—by—s’cep tutorial for a beginner on how to
Forge metal in the 18th century tradition.

URL: http://www.anvi])cire.com/inc{ex.htm
Date: 22 March 2019

kiksak “ice creepers”. Also called: ice griPPers
Languagc: St. | awrence ]slanc’ Yupik

But back then we were using skin boots a |ot, and the soles
tend to getvery sliPPcry on ice sometimes. —ranson

Tungigan, 2001

Cleats (crampons) made of bone or walrus ivory are an an-
cient arctic invention that gave sure \Cooting on inPPerg ice.
On St‘ Lawrence ]slancl, men wore them to launch skin boats
from the ice~ec1ge in sPring‘

Culture: St. | awrence [sland Yupik
Region: St. | awrence [sland, Alaska
Object Category: | ravel

Object Type: lec creepers

Dimensions: Lengtl’r 30cm

Museum: /\/at/'ona/ Museum of Natural /"7’/5{'0/3

i

Rangcr lce Crccpcrs—-arthcacts
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/) case /> om’c/gc

INTRODUCTION
Somcthing that is both good and 1Ci|1ing can be as

nourishing from the first serving until many clays later.
Feasc Forridge, a thick Fea soup of 18th century fare,
was tasty the first &ag it was made until it was tota”g con
—sumed. | he rhgme ccrtainlg says it was still gooc{ in the
pot nine dags old. (Good information about Kar\gers,

gleancc{ from past sources is much like the Fcase For~
ridge.

ln the back pages of the Battalion Journal are
some tasty bits of know!edge that are still worth being
used and shared. As the Battalion grows and clﬂanges,
with new members being added, it is only rig]‘wt that we go
back into the pot and PU” out a tid-bit or two no matter

how old.
F ditors Note: l have asked Lt WUIFF Pcrmission to
rerun his excellent articles on “Kogcrs’ Rules for

Ranging.”
Kogcrs KUICS Numbcr chcn

“Jf you are oé/[gca’ to receive the enemy’s fire, fall, or
squat down, till it is over, then rise and discﬁa/gc at
them. [f their main boq’y /s cqua/ to yours, extend
yoursc/f occasionally; but if supcnbr; be careful to
5uploort and strcngtlllcn your ﬁané/n‘g Part/cs, to make
them cqua/ to theirs, that lfloossft'?/c you may rc,ou/sc
them to their main [)oc{y, in which case you PU5/7 upon
them with the Sreatest resolution with cqua/ force in
each Hank and in the center; ot’?.scrwhg to Lccp at a
due distance from each other ten or twelve 5ards. /7(
the enemy Pus/7 upon you, Jet your front fire and fall
c{own, and let your rear advance thro’ them and do the
like, by which time those who were before in front will
be rcaq’y to c/liscbargc again, and repeat the same
a/t’cmatc/y, as occasion shall rcquirc; Ey this means
gou will Lcclo up such a constant fire, that the enemy
will not be able to cas//y break your order, or gain
ﬂourground » (K‘o‘gcrs 57,58)

I ven with the muzzle Ioac{ing firearm teclmologg of
the ]8th century, most of the Rangers, as well as their

]:rcnclﬁ and ]ndian counterpar’cs, were excellent marks-

men, and both sides could fire and reload their firelocks
quickly and egicientlg. (Unlike the rcgular troops of both
the British and [French armies who stood in close ranks
and fired vo”eg after vo”ey of musket fire at each other
on open ground, the French (Canadians and their Na-
tive American allies would use whatever cover was avail-
able to hide behind while slﬁooting at their cxposed en-~
emy. Robert Kogers advised his Kangers to do the
same, using whatever cover they could to protect them-
sclves from the enem3’5 Fire, and to fall or squat down
when fired at to try and protect you from the enemy’s
attack.

Rogers also stresses in rule number seven that you
must be extremely carcful when engaging the enemy. |f
the enemy force is equal to your own, Rogers advises his
men to Pus!‘] at them occasiona”g with cqua| resolution in
the center and on the flanks.

Often a strong Push against the enemy, while main-
taining a constant fire against you them, might allow you
to break their formations and cause them to retreat. [f
the enemy force is superior to your own, you must be
careful to protect your own flanks in case the enemy tries
to make an offensive push against your formation or po-
sition. [f your flanks are not Protected, the enemy can
overwhelm you on the sides, and Possib|3 surround your
Partg‘

]F the enemy does attcmpt to Push upon your Forcc,
Rogcrs advises his men to have one half of his men fire at
the enemy, then fall down and let the remainder advance
through the formation and cliscl’;arge their firelocks at the
enemy. A]Cter the second half of the Partg had Passed
through and fired, the first half should be reloaded and
rcadg to advance and discharge their firelocks again.

Bg doing this you will a|ways have one half of your
Partg loaded and covering the enemy as you Push them
back under a constant fire. T his type of withcring fire will
most likelg stop angtl’ling but a vastla superiomcorce from
gaining your Position, }Jrcaking your formations, and de-
Feating gourxcorces. A larger enemy force would also not

CXPGCt a sma”er FOFCC From gofng on tlﬁﬁ o#ensive

Kangcr Ku/cs - continued on next page
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and concise. | he officer in overall command would an

against them, Possiblfj causing enougl’l confusion to ordersuch as this:

cause their formations to break. Tl"lé 1Col|owing diagrams 7. [6660’70/ rank advance 710 paces t/zroug/z the front

show how to advance your troops, while maintaining one
half of your Par‘ty loaded and read9 to fire at any given

time.

DPattalion aPP/icat/on:
T he Pattalion should a/ways take the time at reen-
actments before L‘ak/ng the field for a tactical demonstra-

“Fire [ eams.”

tion or recreated battle to separate into
r very two men are /Da/'rcc/ up and will communicate with
cach other so that both never dfsc/mrgc their firelocks at
the same time /caving them both unloaded in the face of
the enemy. 7 his way one Kangcr a/ways has his firelock
Joaded and rcaaly while the other is rc/oaa//ng his Firelock
after taé/ng a shot at the enemy. Communication is vital
between the two men in order for this to work. T/?C men
also can advance or retreat in this manner, one man [/’r/n(g
and moving forwards or back, while the other man remains
Joaded and covering for his partner while he is moving or
rc/oadlhg L/s/ng whatever cover is available, such as
moving from tree to tree if in the woods, is a/ways a 5000/
idea, cspccia//y fora Kangcr who was known to use such
tactics.

In the fo//ow/ng d/lagram it shows how you should ad-
vance tﬁrougﬁ the other half of the /oa/‘tﬂ in order to al-
ways Lccp one half of your force loaded at all times. 7-/1/5
/s usua//y done in two ranks, but with /oracticc it could be
done in a woods setting, or other types of terrain. | he
/o/accmcnt of your officers and N (Os’ is vital to the
success of such a maneuver. Jf /Dcr/[orming this in two
ranks, the N (O should be in the first /Dosft/on of the
r{g/nf side of the first rank, with a jun/or officer such as a
fieutenant or ensign in the fast Pos/t/on on the left. T he
second rank should also have a NC O anc/ajunior ofti-
cerin the same location if such officers are avai/af)/c, and
i not, a trusted Kar/ger can assume this c/uiy By /maving
an officer and a N (O anchor both ends of the //'r/cyour

communication and movements should be much more Huid

rank.”

7_/76 second rank /\/CO would order the rank to
”slor/hg up and advance 10 paces.”

7 he men will move L‘/7roug/7 the first rank on the r/g/n‘
side of their fire team partner a//'rcci'/y in front of
them. [t is /m/oortant that we a/ways pass on the r{gﬁt
side of the man in front of you to .avo/c/any collisions

between the ranks as the movement is procccc//ng

W/?C/‘I the second rank advances the men should
move in step with the NC O and the officer on the
Jeft to ensure that the rank stays in line. T hese two
officers dictate the sloccc/ of the advance.

W/76/7 the second rank reaches their 5/00t JO paces
forward the /\/CO commands them to halt and take
a knee to lower their sithouctte to the enemy.

£, and only if the first rank is loaded and ready, can
the NC O of the second rank order his men to fire.
T his will be done by a direct command of, “make

» o«

rcac/y, present,” and “fire.” After /[/r/ng the men
should /'mmcdiatc/y bcgfn to reload unless ordered
not to. When you have reloaded ljr/ng your firelock
to the recover /:>05/t/on s0 your officers can VI:sua//y
see that everyone Is rcaa/y by the /oosit/on of their
firelock.

When everyone Is Joaded and at the recover /oos/t/on
the second rank /\/CO should call out to the first
rank that t/‘lcy are loaded and rcady,

/1[ ordered to do 50, the first rank can now advance
tﬁrougﬁ the second as done before and take up a
new Pos/tfon Puttfng pressure on the enemy while
maintaining a constant fire and one half of the party
foaded and reac/y at all times.

Kangcr Ku/cs - continued on next pasge
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Rogers Rules # 7

Maintaining a constant fire against your enemy by advancing by alternate ranks, keoping
one half of vour forces loaded at all times.

i
2" pak ® o ° o] o

1¥ rank O O

O
O

O

One rank is always loaded in reserve as the other rank advances against the enemy.
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