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Battalion News

Mcssagc from Thc Major

Notcz
General Order #29-4-18
Subjcctz
Company Serjeant Major, [ stablishment of

i. T his order directs that the senior most seljeant of
the company shall be ‘Company Sexjeant Majorﬂ

2. ComPany Commanders shall forward recommenda-
tions to the Acﬁutant for aPProval.

3. Appointccs shall serve at the Pleasure of their re-
spective company commanders or until otherwise
relieved.

4. All other serjeants will be titled ‘Seljeant’, and as-
signccl as such within the structure of said company.

5. Additiona”ﬂ, the use of the letter ‘j” verses “g”, in
the sPe”ing of serjeant is to be used in accordance
with the Practice of the Pritish Armg establishment
of the Periocl‘

William J Blair, Ma_jor Commanc{ing
Jaegers’ Battalion, Rogers’ Rangcrs

f:rom the Adjutant’s Dcsk

Rangcrs,

The Battalion had a very nice turn out for ]’:or’t Ni~

agara. The weather as expccted was quite warm if not

c{ownright HOT‘ (Good event, good scenarios AS

ALWAYS.

Promotions:

. Margland ComPang having been designatecl as
‘senior’ company, Captain Jo}m Pfauand | ieuten-
ant Fete Bosch were Promoted accorc{ingly.

o Kate Scibilia received her advancement to Ranger
Frivate. [Hats off to to the Margland ComPanH!

ln accordance with General Order #29-4-18;
. James | obaof \/irginia was recognized as (Com-
pany Serjeant Major‘

Welcome new Ranger Recruits; Greg Ravencroft, Wil-
liam Mazzacco and Dakota SPringston.

Business:

° APProval of Gcneral Orcler# 29-4-18 authorizes
the Position of ComPanH Sﬁxjcant Major.

« A Proposal for creation of a “Ccr‘tigicatc of Merit?
was aPProvccl. The intent of this certificate is to
recognize those individuals who have PerFormccl ser-
vices above and bcgond, within their communities.
Captains must submit recommendations and sup-
Porting documentation to the Adjutant for consid-

eration.
Evcnts:

Currentlg on!g two events, ]:ort [:rec!eric!( Market
Fairand Fort Niagara are clesignatecl as battahon

events, we are |ool<ing toa §rd event, Perl’raps in the {:an,

517. Ncws - continued on page 3
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Battalion Staff

Commancling Officer: Meijor Bill Blair
Ac!jutant: Captain Tim Green

Battalion Staff Web page: www.rogersrangers.com,/
staffandco.html

battalion Web Address

Battalion Yahoo GrouP Addrcss

battalion ComPanics’ Web Fagcs

Battalion Journal Staff

Batta!ion Web pages .. http://www.rogersrangers.com/

SCEroth’s New York Company www.scl’lrotlﬂscompang.com
Ang[um’s Jllonois’ ComPany !‘wttP://i”inoisrangcrs‘blogspot.com/
Marylanc{ Company l‘nttp://www‘rogersrangers.com/MDComPang/

Fublishcr: Thomas Frag atlati@charter.net
[ ditor: Jerry K nitis fknitis@aol.com
Associate E ditor: | ou T ramelli ... ﬁtramc"i@gmail.com

Jaege rAdJ utant@cox.net

tcgunner5+@gmail.com

Battalion Dispatch l‘uttp://grouPsyal‘noo‘com/grouP/Batta]ionDisPatch/

Send all corresPonclence to
Thomas Fray, Publisher
Battalion Journal
637 Tclcgraph Road
Fcru, Ncw York 12972

Renewal Jnformation

Bﬂ Jcrrg K nitis, = ditor

[f the mailing label on the back of this ?3 int- S
Fine Fublication shows a [87] in the . _“
lower rigl’nt—l’xanc{ corner of the address L\ :

label, this will be your last issue.

Flease renew your subscription tociagl Also if you
know of a member that is not getting the Journal, en-
courage him/her to do so.

See contact information below for renewing a sub-

scriPtion

Ensign Thomas Fray, Publisher
Battalion Journal

637 Tclcgraph Road

Fcru, Ncw Yorl( 12972

[ mail: atlatl@charter.net

An Outstanding | ine of
Battalion Bonnets
Offered by Jucly DcJongc

A Ligl’;ter Blue Ponnet, Hcavi]y [Felted T hick and
r—‘leavy for Extcndcc{ Wear.

A navy blue with red trim (in addition to her "classic"
Battalion Ponnet). as well as a Plain blue and Navy
Bluc bonnets. (with no red trim).

You can contact her at Judy DeJonge
1260 Beckwidth N.JF .
Grand Raplds M| 49505

m&ejonge‘f@att‘net

For |nformation and Fricing
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to be added to the schedule. (Considerations are [Tort
Brewerton, Fort at No. 4, and ]:ort Robercieau. Also,
the event at Rogers’ ]siand should be looked at.

CorrcsPoncicncc to Acyutant:

All corresPoncience to me, Pattalion Acijutant, should
be sent;
I mail: caPtadj@gmaiLcom
Snail mail: 3%97 Dewberr3 | ane, Macedon, New
York 14502

Most Respectiu”y,
Timothg C. Green, Captain - Adjutant

From the Training Oi:i:iccr

The Training & Standards Review:

The Training & Stanciards Review is a new Battal-
ion Journal column intended to foster a c{iaioguc about
current 18th C rescarci‘w, interprctivc and event trencis,
tips & best Practices, as well as Pattalion training &
standards resources and initiatives. | his first column will
touch on the new Pattalion Training Officer Fosition,
[Historic Site / [ vent driven intchretive trends, and the
School of the Rangcr response.

T he Battalion Training Officer.

Ti’;is Past Januarg ] was Promotcci to the ncwig cre~
ated Pattalion Training Officer Position‘ Jtis a revision
of the former Battaiion Dri”master ro|e, and an out-
growti’r of the ongoing Sci’xooi of the Ranger effort ]
have been Privilegeci to be associated with.

| must confess that after the initial shock | acccptcci
Tiﬂ's

trePiciation stemmed from my aPPrcciation of Living His-

the honor with a certain amount of trcPiciation.

torians as a notoriousiy diverse group, investing their lim-
ited time, money and signiicicant efforts into the endeavor
while Pursuing a variety of Pcrsona| objcctivcs begonci
mcreiy cicmonstrating asPccts of our shared i’wcritagc. Olc

course our mcmbcrsi'iip is no cxccption, and Frankly ] was

reluctant to be Pcrceivcci as the guy rcsPonsiHe for set-
ting limitations, changing standards, orjust gcnera”y up-~
setting the aPPIC cart.

We all recognize that the Pattalion has been a sig-
niicicantiy influential nexus of Ranger scholarsiiip and
interPrctation since its inccption. A quick giance at our
mcmbcrsivip roll Ciispels any doubt. chonc[ the numer-
ous well resPectcc[ historians & artists associated with
the Battaiion are countless lesser known researchers,
artisans, and event volunteers contributing to every facet
of this i"lobb\lj‘ A lot of exper‘tisc and kiwowiedgc resides
within our ranks, but a more efficient means of dissemina-
tion is needed.

A second quick giancc at the retrosPectivc BattaL
ion timeline Pi’ioto co”age on our website will also ciispci
any doubt that a graciua| ci’)angc in standards and prac-
tice is the inevitable and necessary consequence of re-
maining relevant given the increasingiij soPhisticateci
bodij of scho!arship T he reason we don’t field in North-
west Fassage 5t3|e uniforms, (Crockett styie )Cringeci
buckskins or even Giengarr\g caps that were once
ti'iougi'\t rePresentative is self evident. T he evo!ving
schoiarship indicates these items are inaccurate.

The increasing avaiiability of Primarfj sources online
and the sPeciaIization and diversification of 18th C
schoiarship has oni\zj accelerated the pace of revisions to
our unclerstanc{ing of the Perioci. There is a staggering
amount of new information out there, not onig inside the
Battalion but outside our ranks as well. |n response, the
Battalion Commander created the Training Officer
Position to facilitate co”ating and disseminating the rap-
ic“g expancling information across our membersi'wip, to
support individual cieveioPment, and organizationai re-
tention & recruitment efforts. |n other words, the Posi—
tion is to support and assist the mcmbership directly
Battalion standards & Proceclurcs remain the Pur\/iew of,
and are set by the Battalion Major & Acijutant.

] am truig i‘ionoreci, and will endeavor to be of Ser~
vice to each of you. Giiven the scope of the material the
task is ciaunting and its success is dcpendcnt on mem-
bcrship inPut. ] urge anyone with qucstions or an inter-
estin intchrctivc cicvciopment or collaborative research
in suppor’c of these efforts to contact me at the Fo”owing

email address: training@scl‘rooioi:thcrangcr.com

517‘ Ncws.., continued on next page
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Bn‘ News ... continued from /Drcv/ous pasge

A sgnoPsis of their ob_jectives in Iagman’s terms and

some suggestions for our membership is as follows:

Historic Sitc E.vent T rends

| ike many of you Jve been frustrated at times about
the contentious divisions in the hobbg. Similarig Jve
been ciismageci as iong stanciing events at historic sites
have secemed to dwindle. J'd like you to consider two
Prime drivers of these Pi’ienomena; the ciemographic
shifts in interest, and the evolution of ProFessional inter-
Pretation, as well as their re|atiorisi’1iP to the Pattalion’s
iong term vitaiitg.

At first giance the &emograpi'iic shift is easy to un-
derstand. Picentennial levels of insPiration are imPossi~
ble to rePlicate, even without comPetition from online
gaming, endless entertainment channels, traveling sports
team commitments, or the increasing reticence to any
Proximitg oxcyouti'i to fircarms, or flames. Add to this the
need for a ciiscretionar\ij income to invest in the kit and
traPPings requireci Participating, and our limited member-
si‘iiP under 40 seems understandable. |t would be unreal-
istic to expect our demograpi‘iics to differ from the aging
socie’c9 at |argc or from the Fé] communitgy and ti‘icg
dort. But a comParison to the |argcr 1 8th C or i7ti’1
(C reenactment community indicates there are a surPris-
ing number of 20-40 yr old committed reenactors. Morc
tc”ing than the time Pcrioci of their efforts is the types of
events ti’ncg are involved with. Most clcariy fall on the
“Frogressive” or “Campaigner” side of ti'iings. To un-
derstand what drives their recruitment & retention we
have to examine the cievcloPmerits in Proi:cssionai inter-
Pre’cation.

| ike it or not Proi:essionai i‘icritage and i’iistorg in-
tchretation has evolved in terms of standards and ob-
jcc’cive& These trade Practices originate with the Na-
tional Association for Interpretation and the National
Park Service Aircctly and are un|ii<e|9 to be ci’rangcci 135
i’;obbﬂ groups. Uncioubtcc”ﬂ you've encountered the
effects of these ci‘ianges in the form of an acrimonious
debate about material culture accuracy or event ci’xangcs
after a new Director of ]ntchretation was hired at your
favorite site. [f your favorite site hasn’t begun moving in
this direction it soon will. Qpibbling over speciiics aside,
unclcrstanciing these Proicessiona| goais & objectives will
assist us to continue buiiciing and sustaining collabora-
tive re[ationsi’rips with the historic sites themselves, and

the young i’iobijgists that have a|reac13 a&opte& them .

|ncrease Revenue / Decrease Liabilitg: Sites re-
quire revenue and cannot afford a trageciy. Con~
sider the net effects on their buciget if you are pro-
Posing or running an event at that site, minimizing cost

and assisting with raising revenue.

Site Kclcvancc: The educational mandate of [is-
toric Oites rcquires their Programmirig tell aspects of
that site’s historg. We cannot cicpend on Kogers’
Rangcrs interprctation being continua”y welcome at
sites outside their historic ]COOtPriﬂt. ComPanics
should consider aciciirig alternate seconciar9 Portray-
als relevant to their gcograpi’xic area. Many docu-
mentable ranging and militia impressions can be based
on the foundational Pieces of an eariij Fé»] Roger’s
kit with few substitutions.

Historical Accuracy: | know this is the source of a
lot of contention. Flease bear with me. Obviouslg
FA is a Pattalion objective as well, but there are a
few considerations historic sites look at that we often
dort. Qur organizatiorial Pi’iiiosophg is simP|3 differ-
ent than the way ti'ieij pursue their educational man-
date. Many of our companies are organizcci as ge-
neric Rangcrs irresPective of the historic companies
ti'ieg reprcsent, or the location or dates of service.
Bg contrast, two important considerations for the
historic sites are documented sPeciiCicitg and com-
monaiity of both material culture and actions. Ti‘lCSC
sites scriPt reenactments to 1 specixcic historic event,
and base their guicichnes on what can be documented
for this narrow window in time. Absent sPcciFic docu-
mentation thcy shift to documented commonaiit}j of
[t Ticonderoga’s
ranger guicieiines for the events Pattle on Snow-

item avaiiabiiitg or Practicc.

shoes & Montcalm’s Cross are good cxampies. The
guidelines for each are quite SPCCilCiC, and are based
on and cite Mr. Tociish’s & Mr Zaboiy’s wori<, yet
ti'icg are more Prohibitivc than the Pattalion guicie~
lines & Practicc due to the narrow window ti'icy repre-

sent, and a closer adherence to documented s.}:vccixCic~

Bn. News... continued on next page
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ity & commonalitg. T heir aPPIication of sPechCicitg &
commona!ity extends to Practice or activities as well,
such as the engagement of Forces, camp structure,
mess Practices, ete.

The Tt Ticoncleroga examP!e is illustrative be-
cause it's well within our wheelhouse, and many of the
young reenactors | mentioned carlier Particfpate in
these 78] events. T his suggests an amount of inter-
est among this age group. |n addition, several of them
have alreacly contributed or exPressed interest in sup-
Por’cing the SOTR. While there will never be a
P!ace for elitism in the Pattalion, there is no downside
to interested members voluntarily Pursuing stricter
guiclelines, or broadening the types of events we sup-~
port as an organization. We should have a signhcicant
presence at Ft Ticonderoga’s ny] events. A” we
need is someone to sPearheac{ organizing a detach-

ment.

11ttps://www.{:orl:ticonclcroga.org/cclucation/rccnactors/

montca]m/rangcrs

The School of the Ranger
"Acac/cm/ca//ﬂ Sound, Accurafc/y Fe orfraﬂcd, & ch/zn/ba/[g
Froficient’

The School of the Rangcr continues to evolve in
response to current 18th C 5cho|ars}’1ip and interpre~
tive trends, but it’s objectivcs have remained consistent.
T he subtitle describes the focus & Productfon goals for
the event cxpericnce itself, as well as the areas of assis-
tance it offers for cngaged ParticiPants‘ |n other words
the SOTR strives to assist Participants improve their
ranger imPrcssions bg analgzing relevant documentation
regarc{ing material culture, fieldcraft and tactics in dcptl‘n,
and Provicling an oPPortunitg to Practicc the skill sets in
context, at a Funclraising event that also serves as pro-~
gramming for the host site.

While all of the academic aspects occur pre-event in
an online Participant Facc}jook Forum, the E_vcnt week-
end itself is an immersive training actua”g conc{uctir\g
ranging fieldcraft & tactics. No modern facilities or
classrooms are utilized. Far{:icipants will remain in simu-

lated 18th ( conditions. Fatrol tactics and fieldcraft

experience is gainecl PerForming these duties and tasks.
The 48 hr event is experiential, hands-on Iearning, and
Partfcipants should expect to get cold, wet, hungrg and
tfrch’ust like the folks theg strive to represent. |n addi-
tion Far’cicipants will subsist on little more than issued
rations and have to contend with 18th (C barracks con-
ditions when not training in the clements. Genera”g
sPeaking, modern items are Prohfbitec]‘

The result is qua|it3 Programming for the host his-
toric site. | he Public gets to witness el garrison con-
ditions, material culture, ranger tactics and field craft
training in a manner more representatfve than an infor-
mal, less immersive aPProacH Of course saxcetg is para-
mount. | here are no [Death Marches, but it's more vig-
orous than the signhcicant down time in well aPPointec{,
individual camps many of us have grown accustomed to.
The event is inclusive and eamestlﬂ attempts to accom-
modate the needs of everyone wisl‘ning to Participatc
while maintaining an “authentic” cxPericncc.

Orne aspect you may find surPrising isthe SOTR
is not cxclusivclg; a Rogcrs or Battalion event. |n order
to assist with the host site’s educational mandate
(Thereis no Kogcrs connection to [t [Trederick) and to
maximize attendance for both fund raising and Potcntial
recruitment, the SOTR is conducted as a gcncral el
ranger fielderaft & tactics training event as evidenced in
a variety of primary sources. “Kangcr or Woods Ser-
vice” train ups are documented for many locations, and
numerous ranging sources besides Kogcrs are used in
the curriculum.  While the mix of units present is not
strictly historica”g accurate, the event is gencra”g repre-
sentative of such trainings, including those conducted at
the host site. E_vcrg facet of the event is based on Pri—
mary sources; from equipment allowed to meals & work
party details, througl’r field craft and Patro”ing tech-
niqucs and the scenarios.

Attendance is caPPecl bg the number of bunks avail-
able on site.. |f you are interested in clclving dcepcr into
your ranger fmpression dor't dclay.

Please send inquires to training@schoolomct!ﬁeranger

to Partfcipate or suPPort the effort & historic site..

Most Kespcchcung,
| _ouis T ramel, CaPt/Lt — P Training Officer

L — % mﬁ'- —‘¢“§~ -y
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F case F orridgc

INTRODUCTION
Somcthing that is both gooc] and Fi”ing can be as

nourishing from the first serving until many c!ays later.
Feasc Forridge, a thick Fca soup of 18th century fare,
was tasty the first day it was made until it was totally con-
sumed. T he rl’lgme cer’cainlg says it was still gooc{ in the
pot nine days old. (Good information about Rangers,
g[eanec{ from past sources is much like the Pease FPor-
ridgc.

]n the back pages of the Battalion Journal are some
tasty bits of knowlcdgc that are still worth bcing used
and shared. As the Battalion grows and c!’)angcs} with
new members being added, it is or1|3 right that we go back

into the Pot and Pu” out a tid-bit or two no matter how

old.
F ditor's Note: | have asked | t. \Wulff Permission to

rerun his excellent articles on “Rogers’ Rules for

Ranging"’
Rogcrs Rules Number Four

‘6omc time before you come to the Io/acc
you would reconnoitre, make a stand, and
send one or two men in whom you can con-
ffa’c, to look for the best ‘grouna' for makin‘g
your observations.” K ogers 5 68, )

Kogcrs and his Kangcrs often found themselves
scouting far into [rench controlled territory, and in or-
der to gain any usetful /}7tc///gencc from these missions,
the sa)[cty of these Kaxvg@r Pai’ro/s was /Jaramount to the
Pritish war effort. T he need for vital information about
the strcngt/z and a//:spos/f/on of the [rench forts and
cncam/oments relied on the abl’/fiy of the Kangcr /oatro/s
to go into enemy territory, gamn the needed information,
and return 557[6@ to their home bases. Kogcrs advised
his Kangers that when t/765 came near to the enemy /:70512
tion that t/my were to scout, the /oartﬂ was to make a
stand and prepare themselves for /:7055/5/6 c//scovcrﬂ by

the enemy. Bﬂ ée/'ng Iorcloarca/ in a defensive formation,
with proper sentries, the Kangers would be able to with-
stand an enemy attack with greater success than it L‘/ufy
were not /Drc*/oarcc/ for the best Poss/[?/e defense when
so far from home, with no Poss//)/c chance of /7@//75 rein-
forced Z?y the army.

While the main party made it stand in a defensive
/oosit/on, Kogers would send one or more men, Wogcrs
himselF would often be one of the men who went /[orwarc/)
to look for the best P/acc to make their observations of
the enemy. 7—/7656 men must be /DCOP/C you could trust
and confide in. T/zesc men who were sent forward would
be in the closest /orox/m/ty to the enemy, and /ff/?éﬂ were
Ca/:)turcc/, the whole party m{g/zt be discovered and cap-~
tured. Bﬂ scnc//ng on/y one or two men their movements
would be less than if a /acgc Party was sent toward the
enemy’s pos/l'/on, /7640//75 to lessen the chance of the
Kangers éc/ng discovered.

777@ men that were sent forward would be /ook/ng
fora P/ccc of grounc/ that would g/vc them an advantagc
as t/zcy sloléd upon the enemy. T his would have to be a
p/acc which offered them a fair amount of cover bﬂ which
to conceal t/zemse/vcs, as well as g/'vc the Kangcrs a clear
view of the cncmﬂ’s forts or cncampmcnts. Kogcm often
suggests a /o/ccc of “rising ground” from which to make
your observations. 7‘/11(3 areas around /: orts 7-/'(:0/7dcr~
oga and 51‘. /: rcc/cr/c, two of the most common objec-
tives of the Kangcrs’ scouting missions, are small moun-
tam ranges and /7///5, all covered with vast wooded areas.
777@5@ elevated lookouts would ‘g/vc the Kangcrs a de-
cent amount of cover to /76/P hide their movements, as
well as the advantagc of /oo,é/ng down on your enemy
from an elevated /Dosftion which would /zc//:) them to gam
accurate information on the /aﬂoul’ of the f:rcnc/7 forts
or encampments. 771656 elevated Posl’f/‘ons would also
allow the Kanger5 to make their observations from a
greater distance, ﬁcé&vlﬁg to lessen their chances of Z)cing
discovered by the enemy. /n case of their /)c/ng discov-
cred, the elevated Pos/t/ons would also be harder for the
enemy to ascend if i‘/nfﬂ tried to attack the Kangcr

ROR... continued on next page
Fas
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scout/ng Pa/‘ty. Anﬂ aa/vantagc, even the grouna/ 1_/75
which you made your o/psc‘n/at/ons, must be chosen care-
[u//y to ensure the best chance of success for your mis-

sion.

Pattalion a/o/o/ication:

Caution is the watchword when sfuc/y/ng Kog@rs
Kules. Kogcrs stresses time and time again for his men
to be ever v{g//ant While out on a scouting mission it
could be very ac/vantageous to stolo every once in a while
and observe the surrouna//ng area before resuming your
march towards your intended destination. Bﬂ 5@/70///7g a
coup/c of trusted scouts forward you m{g/n‘ uncover an
enemy ambush, or even somct/nhg as 5/’rn/n/c as an ob-
struction in the /Oaf/‘l of your march. By c/oing this you
can formulate /D/ans to attack any enemy, or to a/fcrﬂour

Paf/? to avoid L‘/7c:m, or to (gfvc yoursc//[ an ac/vantagc 155

using the terrain in the area.

Du{g Notcc/

BACKGROUND

Thc Rangers of Ma)'or Rogers Companies per-
formed various duties for the Pritish army. Scouting
was foremost as was information gathering, obtaining
Prisoners, and kccping the [French occuPiccl with their
movements. The also were escorts and many times
guarcls for both Provincial and Regular soldiers. Theg
Protcctec{ Worl( crews that gatl’rerec{ Spruce, built Ba~
teaux, cut Firewooc{, or made roads. lt was the Rangcr
presence and sa{:etg Proviclecl bg them that allowed this
work to progress. These DUIQ Noted writings attest to

their value.

July 14,1759
Wilsor’s Orclelg Book
Fort Ticondcroga

7 he Kangcrs and [ndians to fire off their /o/cces to-
morrow mormhg at 5 oclock in the front of the encamp-

ment, at marks.

777@ﬂ will afterwards put their arms in

best order t/;cy can.

July 16,1759
Wilsor’s Orc’elg Book
Fort chonderoga

E{g/lt of the [Frovincial regiments are to give 13 men
each, and two of the Frowhc/a/ch[mcnts 14 men for the
Kang/ng service; the men to be told t/zeﬂ will be /oa/'c/ for
the difference of that between the /D rovincial pay and
that of the Ka/?gers, Comm.ana/lhg officers of those
Pattalions to turn out all volunteers W////hg toserve in the
Kangcrs to~-morrow morning at 10 oclock. Major Kogcrs
will attend and chuse the number ecach regiment is to turn

out of such volunteers.

Sustenance and [ ibation

Kattlc~5l<u"

A traditional (Colonial-era
qua]CF, the Kattle~5ku|1 was a
big} boozy tavern drink, with

hard liquor swimming in a goo&
pour of dark beer. With its fla-
vors of rum and aPPchack, and
the ma!tﬂ, coffee notes of por-

ter, it's the kindrink made to be toPPecl with nutmeg and
siPPcd bﬂ a fire, Pre{:erablg when you dor’t have to go

angwl’xcre angtime S00n.

Original Recipe:

2 P

Ratlle Skull. A Pritish term for a chatty or noisesome
person, was also the name for a potent mixed drink. Pe it
rum, or gin, this drink could add much to loosenfng your
tongue and ac{c”ing your brain. Dark beer, Rum or Gin,
|ime_juice and nutmeg at a mixture if three or four shots
hard liquor to a Pint of of porter al, half to a whole lime,

then shave some nutmeg, Mix well. Drink slow.

Katt/c... continued on page 77
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T he F xercise

Submitted by Put. Rick Siedemann
New York ComPai13

Did Kangers PerForm the Manual | xercise? T his is
a gooci question) with few answers.

lri 1757, upon Rogers return to New York from
Nova Scotia, he wrote; “we were continua”g emP|ogeci in
Patro”ing the woods between this fort (IF dward] and Ti-
concieroga.”1 The ]CO”OWiﬂg sPring, Kogers again re-
corded; that five scouting Partics were sent in various
directions around | ake George, Ticonderoga, and
(rown Point to gati'ier intc”igence and to endeavour to
capture a Prisoncr, he continued, “T hese scouts, bcing
often relieved, were i(ePt out pretty constantig, in order
to discover any Par‘tics of the enemy that migi‘it 53”9 out
towards our forts or frontiers, and to reconnoitre their
situation and motions from time to timc"’zlic the rangers
were not empioged in scouting, ti'ieij could be found i)eing
used as the cover party for work cietaiis, or securitij for
the movement of suPPlies.6 Not all rangers were woods-
man, and even those that were would have had to Practicc
the skills of scouting and “bush i:igl'iting”, and ti’acg were
not aione, Provincials and reguiars were being instructed
in these skills as well4 \With all the sPeciai duties and
training in “bush Fighting” when did rangers Practice the
Manuai Exercisc?

Orcicrig books ana_)'oumais abound with entries re-
iating to soldiers bcirig instructed in the Manual | xer-
cise. [ere arc_just a few of them: «T hat ye Commariciing
offr of [ ach Compang Se yt. Their Men are [ xer-
cised from 4 to 6 o(Clock. in ye Ai:tcrnoon”j“lt is recom-
mended to the Commanciing Officers to exercise their
men, and prepare ti'icm, in the best manner the time will
Pcrmit, for the ensuing campaign...”é “The regiment ciai[3
out at exercise, and Firing at the target; the Captain of
the Iigi'it ini:antrg spares no Pains to form his company,
and render them expert for any kind of service..”” “he

[Lieut~Colonei Fagson] is very diiigent in causing his men

to be instructed in the exercise of the firelock, and ren-
dering them expert marksmen.”® 50|c]iers that were
“awkward” were requireci to receive extra Practice in the
Manual [~ xercise.

But rangers were different than their reguiar and
Provinciai counterparts, wi'ig would theg need to know
the Manuai [~ xercise? T he first rule of the ranging ser-
vice in Major Robert Rogers’ Journal states: “All Rang~
ers are to be subject to the rules and articles of war; to
appear at roll-call every evening on their own Paracie,
equippeci, each with a iirc~|oci<, sixty rounds of Powdcr
and ba”, and a hatchet, at which time an officer from each
company is to insPect the same...”’ Rangers needed to
assemble for roll-call every cvening, ti‘icg need to do this
in an organized manner. [Jow about this; “A party of
rangers & the covcring Partg to Paracic a quartcr of an
hour before the woricing party’s march off to receive their
orders from the CaPtain who commands the working

Partg..‘.
Roger Stevenson author of one of the first Partisan

510

manuals for the Pritish officer cxpiaineci the importance
of the Manual [ xercise for the Partisan: “The exercise
is the first part of the miiitary art, and the more it is con-
sidered, the more essential it will appear. |t frees their
bodies from the rusticity of simplc nature, and forms
men..to all the evolutions of war; upon it chcncis the
iworiour, merit, appearance, strcngtii, and success of a
corps; while we see the greatest corps for want of bcing
exercised instantiy disordered...” Stevenson calls upon
the officers of the corps of Par‘tisans to, “make himself
PerFect]y master of the manoeuvres of the so|dier, with-
out which it is imPossiHc that he can form the men..”
“The greatest advantagc” of the Practicing men in the
exercise, Stevenson explains is, “the expertness with
which men become capable of loaciing and iciring, and
teaching them an attention to act in comcormity with
those around them.”"' Later in the 18th centur3 another
British iigi'it imcantry manual has the 1Co|iowirig to say
about the exercise; “/And before the soldier is instructed

in the manoeuvres of iigi’rt trooPs, he must be taugi’it how

Exercise... continued on next pasge
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to hold himsel]c, to march, face, whcel, &c. as in regular
in]cantrﬂf’]Z

Whethcr or not rangers were Pchect in Pchorming
the Manual [ xercise, it not entfre!y meortant, as much
as having a working knowledge of it. A working knowl-
edge of it at the least would onig benefit them in Perporm-
ing and understanding the tactics of bush Fighting. Meijor
Gieneral Wolfe himself said after reviewing some of his
troops before the exPeclftion to Qpebec in 1759; «if
thcg are otherwise well c{iscipiined and will fight, that’s all |
shall require of them””” T hen there is this from John
Knox’sjournal, reported to him from another officer on

the Lakc Gcorgc / Lal(c Cl‘wampbin tl’ucater; “A” the
rangers and |ndians were reviewed to~da3 by Brigadier

General Gagc.”M What Brigaclicr (eneral Gagc had
them do as part of the review is unknown, but Humphrey
Blanc{’s treatise gives an idea; « And tl‘xough the Gener-
als are not tied down to any set form in reviewing, yet

they common13 Proceecl in the Fo”owing manner.

[irst, They view the Kegiment stanc{ing.

Secondly, They order the manual exercise and evo-
lutions to be PerFormecl.

Thfrc”y, To go through some part of the Firings, and,

f:ourtHy, T o march 133 him, either in grand~divisions,

»l5

sub-divisions, or 133 single Companies.

It is very M(elg that the rangers of the [French and
|ndian War, did indeed Practice the Manual [~ xercise. |t
would have onlg made the ranger companies even more
potent in batt|c; teaching the men to load and maneuver
quicug‘ Othcr activities such as assemblﬂ, roll ca”, Paraci-
ing for scouts, covering Partfes, and security details
would be done more cgcctivcly and casi|9 with the rang-

ers trained in the Manual [ xercise.

FootNotcs:

i Jourxwals of Major Rober’c Rogers. F 56.

2 |bid. F. 105-106.

3 “A Partg of rangers & the covering Partg to Parac{e a
quartcr of an hour before the working Partg’s march off
to receive their orders from the CaPtain who com-
mands the working Partg. ]n case of any alarms the
working Par‘ty’s are to rcPair to the head of the camp,
where theg are to form two clcepy the covcring Partg
and rangers to retire leisurelg; skirmis}‘wing"’ Orders:
Great Fa”s, M35 22, 1758. Moncgpcnng Orc[erly
Book. F. 340. “A command of one [Tield Officer, two
capts., 4 Subs. 4 Scjts‘ 4 Cor: 200 men, & two offi-
cers & 40 Rangcrs to be Paradec{ at half an hour after
8 o’clock tomorrow, at the head of the R A to escort
the Battcaus, half way to Fort Edwarc!‘ For the com-
mand Major Frobg, CaPts Morris & Bre&in.” Evcning
Orclcrs: CamP at the UPPer Fa”s, M85 27, 1758.
Moneypenny Orc{crlg Book‘ F 343. “One Capt two
Subs & 70 men from the line, with 25 Kangcrs, to pa-
rade tomorrow morning at seven o’dock & march with
the horses & cattle to the swamp, behind the Prick
Kills, thcy are to remain there all clay, & bring the cattle
home at night, & are to kcep out constant Patro|s all
dag.” Orc{crs: For’c E_AWarcl Camp, Junc 15, 1758.
Moneypenny Orc{crly Book. F 350. “A detachment
of a field offr. 6 Captns 400 men & 50 rangers to pa-
rade at Reveille Beating tomorrow to escort the
waggons & teams to the half way brook.” Orclcrs: Lal(e
George CamP, Junc 25,1758. Moncgpenng Orclerlg
Book. F 555554, “T!’rc Frevost to go his rounds fre-
quent|3; The Rangers & Ligl’rt ]nxcantrg to Furnish him
with such [ scorts as he shall demand; [He is to appre-

Excrc/se - continued on next pase
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hend all persons found begonc’ the out sentrgs, as
also, every person Firing within, or near the camp.” Or-
ders: La‘(e George CamP, August 5, 1758. Mon63~
penny Orc]erb Book. F 458-459.

4 “Bush Fightfng” as it was called in North America was
racticed quite often bg the troops. Capt. f”]ugh Arnot
of the SOthregfment (Gage’s Liglﬁt lmcahtry) wrote in
his J’ournal that in the sPring of 1758, the army was
“E_xercising a new Method of )Cightihg, Forming, and
marching, in the Woods.” }ﬂugh Arnot Journal, Bulle-
tin of the [Fort chonc}eroga Museum. 1998. F. 32.
One Provincia| officer rote in l’lisjoumal on June 25,
1758; “|n the forenoon we were allarmed bfj the Fireing
of several small Arms in the Woods which was the
English Ligl’wt ]nFantrg....” The Jouma[ of Samuel
Cobb. Bulletin of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum.
1981. F’ 17. Later at the battle of Lord }ﬂowe’s
Landing on Ju|9 5th, Arnot again noted how during
the carlg skirmish before Ticondcroga, Gagc’s men
wercjoincc{ bg “some of the [rovincials & a few of the
chulars who acted as Lt ]nFantrg in the Army’s new
Manuvers"’ Hugh Amot Joumal. F 38. On August
24, 1758, it was ordered that; “the chu]ar chts are
to Practicc marching & Forming in the Wood; also form-
ing & charging in columns of different Dcptl'xs"’
Monegpcnny Orderlg Book. F 95. During the 1760
camPaign, troops under (General Amherst “were in-
structed in the regular and irregularu.mcthocl of ngl’rt—
ing, and exercised in {:iring ball; in fine, tl’rcg were
trained up in every Par‘ticular that Pruclcnce, with ex-
Pcrience, could dictate, to render the troops expert in
an open or covered countrg.m” Knox, Vo|‘ ” F 529.
William Aml’lcrst, commander of a battalion of Iig}vt
imcantrg companies wrote on August 13,1760 “ took
the oPPortunitg of |aging here to Practise my Corps to
march and form in the woods.” The Recapture of St‘
Jol‘m’s, New [Foundland in 1 762, As Described in the
Journal of Lieut.—ColoncI William Amherst. P. 3.
Tl’le Reverenc{ Tl’lomas Barton described the maneu-
vers used in “bush Fighting” in the)oumal he kePt while
attached to (General [Forbes army in Fennsg!vanfa in
1758: “the Troops are led to the Fielcl as usual, &
exercis'd in the Manner - Viz. - Tl’rcg are form’d into 4
Columns 2 Men deep, Paralel to, and distant From,
each other about 50 Yards: A]Cter marching some [Dis-

tance in the Fosition, they fall into one Rank entire
Forming al ine of Battle with great [ ase and E_xpcc]i~
tion. Thc 2 FronbMen of each Column stand lcast, &
the 2 Next 5P|it equa”y to Right & | eft, & so continue
altcmatcly till the whole | ine is form’d. Theg are then
divided into Hatoons, each Flatoon consisting of 20
Men, & fire 3 Kounds; the riglﬂt-Hand Man of each
Flatoon beginning the [Tire, & then the left-hand Man;
& so on Right &1 eft a|ternate|3 till the [Fire ends in the
Center: Bemcorc it reaches this Flacc, the Right & | eft
are readg again. And by This Means an incessant
Fire kcpt up. When they fird six Rounds in the Man-
ner, tlﬂey make a sham Fursuit with Shrieks & Ha”oos
in the |ndian Wag,..,” T homas Bar‘ton JournaL “The
battalions of regulars were out to-c{ag in the woods to
exercise, agrecablc to the orders of ycstcrc{ag; tl’xcg
had two brass six Pounclcrs with t}‘ncm, and the Gcncra|
was exceedin513 P|eased with their PerFormance.” | ake
George, July 10-11,1759. Knox, Vol. |. . 386.

5 Orclers: Fort Edward, Mag 30, 1757. Genera! Or~
ders of 1757. F 5.

6 Orders: Nova Scotia, Ma9 15, 1758. Knox, Vol. |. F.
160.

7 Nova Scotia, April 30, 1759. Kinox, Vol |. . 237.

8 Lake George, June 24,1759. Knox, \/ol. I F 377

9 Joumals of Major Rober’c Rogers. F 60.

10 Orders: Great r:a”s, May 22, 1758. Monegpenny
Orderly Book. F 54-0.

i1 Stevcnson. F 47-48.

12 chulations for the [ xercise of Riflemen and Light
]rncantry, and |nstructions for their conduct in the field.
Translatec{ from the German. F’ B

i3 May 25, 1759: “Some Commanding Officers of
corps, who expecte& to be also reviewed in their turn,
told the (General, by way of apology, that, bg their regi-
ments having been Iong cantoned, theg had it not in
their power to learn or Practice this new exercise: to
which he answered, - Fohl F’ohl — New exercise — new
fiddlestick; if theg are otherwise well c{isciplined and will
Fight, that’s all | shall rcquirc of them.” Knox, Vol. |. .
270.

4 Lal«: GCorgc, Junc 30,1759. Knox, \/ol. ] F 379.

i5Bland 1759, F. 65.
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Scrving Size: 1
INGREDIENTS

e 3/4 ounce amber or dark rum, such as Mount Gag,
chilled

e 3 /4 ounce aPPIejack, chilled

. i/4 ounce fresh Iimejuice

* J ounces porter, such as Breckenridge Brewerg’s

Vanilla Porter, chilled

e  Brown sugar simP|e syrup (optiona!; sece NOTE)
e Whole nutmeg, for garnish

DIRECTIONS
i. Combine the chilled rum, aPPIejack and Iimejuice ina

chilled champagne flute.

2. TOP with the Porter: Taste, and add a splash of the
brown sugar simple syrup, if desired; if so, stir the
drink gentlg;‘

3. (/lse a MicroPIanc zester to grate a thin Iager of
nutmeg over the surface of the drink. Serve rigl’xt

awag.

NOTE To make brown sugar simple syrup, combine 1
cup of water with 1 cup of Packccl light brown sugarin a

small saucepan. Bring to a gcnt|e boil over medium heat,
stirring until the sugar has dissolved, then reduce the
heat to medium-low and allow the mixture to cook brieﬂg
Transxcer to a glass container to coo|, then cover tightb
and rc)crigerate to chill thoroughly before using. |t can be

rclcrigeratec{ for at least a month.

Some other Drinks made from RUM

Kill-Devil. Oh be Jog]cul. Rumbullion. Demon Rum.
Tl‘ncre were as many names for the spirit as there were
ways to drink it. Rarely consumed Plain — or neat as we
say toc]ag — rum was often combined with all manner of
tonics including spring water, citrusjuiccs, Freshlg grated
spices, small and dark beers, warmed throug!‘; with cream,
hot butter, or whipped into a ?rcnzg with eggs. Drink like

our ancestors did with these three rum-based recipes.

(Cheers!

Rum ]:le

Flips were kceping Americans happy long before Amer-
ica was even a country. Back in colonial times, taverns
served weary travelers and Plotting revolutionaries a mix-
ture of beer, rum, molasses and eggs or cream, which bar-
tenders would heat with a red-hot Pol«ir causing it to
froth and Hip (hence the name).

INGREDIANTS:

® 2 ozrum

* legg

L tablcspoon molasses
e 120z ale

. Frcsl’xlg gratecl nutmeg

DIRECTIONS:

i. ]n a small bowl whisk together the rum, egg, and mo-
lasses. Pour into a tall hca’c—ProoF c{rinkir\g vessel
(ike a glass beer mug) and set aside.

2. To a small saucepan set over low l‘leat, add the ale
and gent15 bring to a low simmer.

3. thn the ale is heated tl’urough, gcntlg pour over
the rum-egg mixture in the g|ass, then pour the same
mixture back into the saucepan. (ontinue Pouring
back and forth to create a {:rot!ﬁg consistency, end-
ing with a final pour back into the glass‘

5. TOP with a bit of )Crcshlg gratccl nutmeg and drink.

5tonc~f:cncc
Another colonial drink favored }39 Peoplc in New E_ng~

land was mixing Rum and Cider.

INGREDIANTS:

e 2 ozrum

. SPlash of bitters
e 12 oz hard cider, chilled

DIRECTIONS:
i. |na chilled Pint glass, add the rum and bitters and

top with the hard cider to mix.
2. Serve fmmediate|3 and en_jogl

e —
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