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Firelock Field Clcaning

battlc for ]slc Aux Noix

Articlc Submitted 133 Tom Flyrm, Capt/[_t
Battalion Ordinance Officer

“it 15 necessary the inside of the barrel the touch
hole and lock be kept clean and the springs and
moving parts of the lock properly ofled. | he barre/
should be washed at least atter every ejghteen or
twenty fires where the best sorts of Powc/cr js used-
but if the gun powder is an inferior sort, then the
barrel will require the oftener washing” (A treatise of

E nglish Shooting, page 7-8 173 George [ die 1 772)

Thc Paragraph above makes it clear that proper clean-
ing and maintaining of one’s fire lock isjust as important
then as now. | he process of c|eaning and maintaining
your fire lock has changccl very Iittle, however the tools
used have. Oﬁten ] have sat and watched after a battle
reenactment or |iving history demo the troops returning
to camp. \/icwing the returning troops you can sce the
time and care many have taken to refine their imPrcssion.
T he uniforms and cquipmcnt have been researched and
care has been taken to ensure everything theg carry is
Period correct and correct for their imPrcssion‘ T!‘weg
return to camp, Put water on the fire to heat so tlﬁeg
clean their weapon and then ... Pu” out a Plastic gun box
or a green metal ammo box. Thcy then screw the Pieccs

of their aluminum c]eaning rods to gather with their n5|on

[Feld C/ean/ng continued on page s
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Avrticle Submitted b9 Thomas Frag, I:_nsign
Ba’ctalion Journal Publisher

(The Fo”owing article is from the Vermont [Historical Socict&)

The English spent most of the summer Preparing to
strike at Montreal and kccping the Frencl’) nervous|3
awaiting attack. Murrag‘s ships hovered around the
mouth of the Richelieu for about a month but did not
move up the river. T he Iong wait for a major English of-
fensive led Vaudreui hopexcuﬂy to conclude that a | uro-
pean peace was imminent. Mcanwhile, Co|‘ William
[Haviland was ’caking command of the Eng]ish troops on
the | ake ChamPIain frontier. FProvided with 3400 men
and about 40 guns he was to Push down the Richelieu bg
batteau, caPture ls]e aux Noix, continue on to the St.
| awrence andjoin with General Murra9 moving uP~rivcr
from Qpcbcc and Amherst moving down from | ake On-
tario.

ln Junc Robert Rogcrs and his Rangcrs had been sent

Bat't/c - continued on page 3
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down the Richelieu, 53~Passing |sle aux Noix to raid
French settlements. |n the ox1]9 Frontienstglc raid of the
camPaign Rogers burned For’c Ste:ﬂﬁerese to the
ground. Patrols from |sle aux Noix got close to the Rang-
ers on their way back but the Rangers got away.

Now the French had to steP up their Patrols a!ong the
river and this put a strain on the working force of the is-
land. T he garrison was re-inforced c{uring the summer,
however, when men from the regiments of Berry and
Gugenne and 450 militia were sent to Bougainvi”e. Bg
the time of the final siege in August he had about 1450
men including labourers and servants.

[Haviland moved his 3400 men down-river in the second
week of August and landec{just south of the island, 16
August 1760, on a Point which sheltered them from
French guns. They oPcratcc{ exclusively from the east
shore of the river, the western channel not being naviga-
ble in August. Almost immcc{iatclg his men began tocuta
road through the woods (but still close to the river) along
which the arti”ery from the boats was to move. For six
days they built their batteries almost under the noses of
the French. One English officer wrote: ”they kept Firing
cannon at us, but hurt none of the men, though our camp
is not half cannon shot from the enemy's fort, and nothing
to hinder but onlg the trees, and them not thick.” He
found it very "remarkable that the enemy have not killed
great numbers, when we are so much exPoscd.". Bougain—
ville did complain that he had not one gunner who could
shoot accurately" but he was re]cerring to arti”cr5~men. Je
is surPrising that the [rench made little use of small-arms
to fire on the English as theg established their batteries:
their militiamen must surelg have been better marksmen
with muskets and theg did succeed at least in Prcventing
the English from cutting the booms. T he [French them-
selves lost several men from Englisl’l musket fire.

f:iring on the English batteries might have c{elagcc{
defeat for a few dags but it was inevitable. T he [French
knew thcg would have to abandon the island soon and
being able to Figl’ut onlg a war of retreat and c{elag must

have been utter|3 ACmoralfzfng—ancl there were so many

other factors agccting morale.

Bougafnvi”e was suPPosed to receive a detachment of
Abcnaqui |ndians from [ort Chambly. Brancly had
kept them agreeaHe but theg deserted on |eaving for the
island when tl’leg heard that the [Five Nations ]ndians
were coming to assist the English The commandant of
Fort St-_Jean then refused to risk sending a detach-
ment of regulars from his garrison.

Bougainvi”e‘s own men were troublesome too: as earlg
as May there were complaints about their poor tools
and the low value of the paper money theg were being
Pai&. (Garrison rations were cut two or three times during
the summer, the c{c{:icicncy often bcing rePIaced bg
branc{\zj. There was also the ever-present friction be-
tween the Frcncl‘n rcgulars and the Canadian marines
and militia which was exacerbated by the strained rela-
tions between Canadian-born Vaudreuil and his [~ uro-
pean high command.

All this resulted in extensive desertion but another,
cxtcmal, reason wasjust as dcmoralizing‘ Murrag was
tlﬁreatening to burn the houses of those families whose
males were missing and Prcsumablﬂ c{oing militia clutg,
and he was oPerating along the south shore of the St.
| awrence where many of the |sle aux Noix militia came
from (i.e., the Parislﬁes of Contrecoeur, Varennes and
\/ercheres). More militia was lostjust as [Haviland ad-
vanced on the island for once again men had to be sent
home to harvest the crops. There was some conflict be-
tween |_evis and Vaudreuil on this matter as the former
urgec!: "we must think of c!cxccnc{ing ourselves first before
thinking of surviving the winter." Some were allowed to
return l’\ome, however, and to help to compensate
\/audreuil sent, from the Prisons of Montreal, a small
Partg of caPturccl deserters.

The island took a terrible Pounc{ing after the English
batteries oPcnecl up on the afternoon of Saturclay, 2%
August. On Sundag night Rogers and his Rangcrs
carried two liglﬁ’c howitzers and a six~Pounder tl’rrougl’u the
woods within range of the rcmaining Frcnch gun~boats.

Theg found it casy the next momir\g to capture or at

Batt/c ... continued on next page
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Batt/c ~ continued from Prcv/ous page

least scatter the boats with their gumcire and then to cut
the booms Hocking the channel. Escape 139 water was
now no Ionger Possibie and there was no part of the is-
land the Engiis]ﬂ guns could not reach.

On2y August a [French lieutenant arrived at |sle aux
Noix bearing instructions from Vaudreuil in Montreal
orcicring Bougainvi”c to evacuate when surrender
scemed the onlg alternative. At the same time he bore an
oral message from | a Fausc to hold the island "even to
the last extremity.” After consiciering the contraciictorg
messages for some time Bougainvi”c called a Council of
War which decided to take the obvious course of follow-
ing the orders of Vaudreuil—better to save the army fora
last cicsPcratc stand at Montrcai

The time bad aireaciy come to follow Vaudreuil's or-
ders: the Eng|isi1 were now in a Position to land on the
weaiciij defended rear, or north enci, of the island. Le
Chevalier Johnstone, a Jacobite refugee in the [French
army, claimed that there were only two days provisions
left: the last oxen had been killed bg cannon-fire and the
fish of the Richelieu, the staPIc of the garrison, were no
ionger Procurabie due to the siege. Accordingly, under
cover of darkness and in remarkable silence the garrison
escaped that same nigiit across the river to the west
shore which, because of its marshiness, the E_ngiisi‘i had
not yet occuPicci‘ Silence was so strict that the E_nghsi’i
were not aware of the retreat until the next morning and
}35 that time the garrison was well on its way to Fort St-
Jean.  After buming it ti'ieg moved on to Montreal
where New [rance was cieicinitivcig surrendered on 8
September.

Bougainvi”e left behind an officer of the militia and
about 50 men, many of them wounded, who i(ept iciring all
night to cover the retreat. Ti‘ie next cia3 ti'icg surren-
dered to [Haviland, giving him a letter from Bougainvi”e
requesting care for the wounded and protection of the
baggage left behind. Fowever, ciespite keeping Rogers’
Rangcrs from |anciirig for fear they would Piuricier the

island, Haviland was unable to i(eep his own men from

Pi”aging.

Natura”g | a FPause criticized Bougainvi”e for not
hol&ing out iongcr, cspecia”y since (he Claimeci) onig ten
men had been lost. Joi'mstone Put the icigure at 24 but
he considered that number to be small. Amherst criti-
cized Bougainvi”c on other groun&s when he subse-
quentb visited the island: he "did not sPii(e up his Can-
non nor cicstrog one thing.“ [He left behind 77 Pieccs of
ordnance and 2586 rounds of shot besides a great deal
of equipmcnt, but surelg Bougainvi”e could not have
taken the time or the risk of creating noise while trying to
evacuate the island. Other E_ngiisl'i were contemptuous
of the [Trench for not Puttirig up more inte”igent or cou~
rageous resistance but ti'ieg secem to have done every-
ti'iing in their power to resist. |t was simply that ti‘icy had
little power left.

The Probicms encountered bg the [rench in their
resistance at Isie aux Noix reflect those encountered on
a Iargcr scale in the colong as a whole. [t is true while
there was a serious si’iortagc of men due to desertion
and sickness and for Planting and harvesting, the au-
thorities could i‘iarc“g feed the men ti‘icy had. And at |sle
aux Noix the Proi)iem of Provisioning was more serious
than in many other theatres of the war due to its dis-
tance from settled agricultura| areas and to the normal
transportation difficulties to be expcctcci in a frontier
area.

New [rance’s most serious Probiem, however, was
frustration. | he (Canadian marines and militia were un-
able to ]Cigl"lt their traditional war of frontier raids and the
rcgulars from [rance were unable to icigi'i’c in traditional
European styie. f:or both a war of retreat and cieiag
was unaccustomed and ciemora|izing and Pcri’raps this
was responsibie for some of the antagoriism between the
two groups.

Aithough thcy must have been ciesPerateig demoral-
ized the [French worked surPrisingig hard on their fortifi-
cations and put up strong resistance to invasion, 3iciciing
01119 when further resistance would have been ridiculous.

Jt is surPrisirig that there was not more friction and de-

sertion among the troops. A” these Probicms, i‘iowcvcr,

Bai‘t/c - continued on next pasge
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can be traced to lack of suPPor’c from France. Nothing
could have been more Frustrating and c{emora“zing than

to see no Prospect of help from home.

Crown Polnt =8
(St Fradeiic)

Malo of, /nvasion
K oute

Rogcrs’ Account of \/csscls caPturccl
About the 24th Proposal was made for taking the
cnemg‘s vesscls, three of which were at anchor a little

below the fort, and some of their rideaus likewise. ]t was

introduced bg Co!, Darbg, who was ordered to take the
command of the party aP~Pointec1 for this service, which
consisted of two comPanies of Regulars, and four com-
Panies of my Kangers, with the |ndians. \We carried with
us two light howitzers and one six~Pounder, and silent|3
conveying them along thro' the trees, brought them oppo-
site the vessels, and bcgan a brisk fire upon them, before
thcg were in the least aPPrised of our c[esign, and, })3
good fortune, the first shot from the si><~Pouncler cut the
cable of the great rideau, and the wind bcing at west,
blew her to the east shorc, where we were, and the other
vessels wcighccl anchor and made for St. Jol’m's, but got
all aground, in turning a Point about two miles below the
fort. ] was, bg Col, Darbg, ordered down the east shore
with my Rangers, and crossed a river of about ’chirtg
garcls wide, which falls into | ake Champlain from the
east. | soon got oPPosite the vessels, and, bg Firing from
the shore, gave an oPPortunit3 to some of my Part3 to
swim on board with their tomahawks, and took one of the
vessels ; in the mean time Col. Darby had got on board
the rideau, and had her mannecl, and took the other two ;
of which success he immediatelg acquaintec{ Col.
rjaviland, who sent down a sufficient number of men to
take charge of and man the vessels; and ordered the re-
mainder of the Rangers, Light ]mcantrg and (Grenadiers,
tojoin the army that night, which was according13 done ;
and about mic{night the night Fo”owing the f:rench troops
left the islancl, and landed safe on the main ; SO that next
morning, nothing of them was to be seen but a few sick,

and Col. r‘laviland took Posession oxc the Fort.

Spccia| Thanks

From the staff of the Battalion Jourr\a].

This is to give sPecial thanks to Gary Zabolg who
has Providccl so many of his images for our Journal. The
banner on the front a|ways contains a Ranger created bg

Garg’s artistic talent.

Also thanks goes out to all those who have submitted
articles and helped with getting the Pattalion Journal

into the hands of our members.
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Freld C/can/hg - continued from page |

cleaning jags and then pull out the bottle modern powder
solvent, Pallistol Remington gun oil, etc. T he impression
is suddenly shattered and all the work to look correct
seems moot. You get the point.

So let’s talk about how and what was used in the 18th

century to clean and maintain a fire lock . Tl"lé list of

what you need to field clean and maintain your fire lock is
basic as shown in the picture above. You will need:
i. Jow
T owworm and or cleaning jag
Turnkey
QOilin period container
Prick dust and piece of leather

AT R

Spring vise (oPtional)

“[Cach commanding officer (of companies)are by 10
o’clock to see that all their men off duty to draw
their charges and wash their pieces clean and have
them very dry before loadling’ (Camp at Halfway Brook,
28 June 1759 Ordedy book 08, J Hawks. Page 25)

T o start you need the fire lock to be cleaned, and
the ram rod of that fire lock. Now ] know a lot of Peop|e
for whatever reason don’t like to use their ram rod for
c|canirxg. Fine, s0 use a wooden range rod with the cor-
rect thread of the tow worm you are using. Water is the

c|caning agent. Most of us use hot water it dissolves the

Fowling more quickig than cold water and the heat from
the water aides in drging the barrel. ]nteresting side note,
in all of written accounts | have read not one has ever
mentioned the use of heated water to clean. Next use
the turn screw to remove the lock from the weapon and
set it aside. Now take some tow and wrap it around the
tow worm that is attached to the ram rod. Fiace a Piece
of wood like a tooth Pici( in the touch hole of the barrel
to kceP as much of the fowled water from the stock.
Take the hot water and pour a quantitg down the barrel
to about half full. Swish the water in the barrel several
times then clump out the water. Repcat until the water
comes out almost clear. Now diP the tow that’s on the
end of the ram rod and scrub up and down the barrel.
RePeat until the tow comes out clean. Save the tow you
have used to c|can, when dries it works great to use when
starting fires. Next use the tow and hot water to clean
both sides of the lock. Once evergthing is c{ry take some
clean tow and apply some oil and oil the inside and out-
side of the barrel and both sides of the lock. T he type
of oil that was used in the 18th century was sweet oil,
sweet oil was olive oil. | have been using olive oil on my
musket for several years now and it works fine. IF you
want to use a modern lubricant make sure it’s in a Perioc!
container.

Your fire locks metal and brass will need to be Pol—
ished Periodica”g, for this | use brick dust and a Piece of
leather. ]n order to do this the bricks need to be very oIc{,
like 100 years or older. Modern bricks are made differ-
ently todag and are far too course to be used for Po|i5h~
ing. The bricks must be made of clag‘ | was fortunate
that theg were tearing down a house that was built
around 1800 in downtown Lancastcr and was able to
gra}j a couPIe bricks. T he bricks can be busted up and
crushed to a Powc{cr. Takc the Piece of leather aPP15
some oil and cliP into the brick dust and use to Polish all

the metal and brass Parts of 3ourFire lock.

Feld C/caning~ continued on next page
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Over the years of reenactfng ] have heard several
times reenactors while ta”dng to the Public make the
statement that in the heat of battle soldiers would pee
down their barrels to clean them when tl"léﬂ became too
fowled to fire. I:fnc]ing no 18th century written account
to verilcg this Practicc | found the concept of trying to
pee down your barrel while under fire and in close prox-
imity of the enemy to be dubious at best. Urine contains
ammonia which is very corrosive to metal, mix that with the
Fowling and you have a mixture that will discolor metal and
eat the varnish off you stock. Don’t ask me how ] know
thisiil While researching for this acritical | found this in
DeWitt baﬂcy’s excellent book Small Arms of the
Pritish [Forces in North America 1664-1815 chapter
i8 page 271;

“no soldiers to wash the barrels of his fire lock in
Piss on any account’ (315t of foot regimental orderly

book Aug. 1, 1758)

We must be mindful of our surroundings and never
miss an oPPortunitg to show the Public what life was like
in the 18th century for the Rangers. Even when were

sweaty and tired and in no mood to clean our fire locks.

Your Humble and Obec‘icnt Scrvant
Tom Flgnn, CaPt/Lt; Battalion Orclinance Ogiccr

Du/ﬂ Notcc/

BACKGROUND

The Rangers of Major Rogers (Companies

g 3 g P
Per‘f:ormecl various duties for the Pritish army.
Scouting was foremost as was information gather-

S 5
ing, obtaining Prisoners, and keeping the [rench
occuPied with their movements. Tl’]eg also were es-

corts and many times guards for both Provincial and

Regu]ar soldiers. They Protcctecl Worl( crews that
gathered Spruce, built Bateaux, cut firewood, or
made roads. ]t was the Ranger presence and sa]cetg
Provicled 53 them that allowed this work to progress.
T hese Du]y Noted writings attest to their value.

o ot T f v, et

North view of Crown Point 1 759
CaPtain T homas Davies.

25th June, 1759
LAKE GEORGE

/D aro/e, /D ortsmouth. Co/a of the Day tomorrow, Co/a
Woriter; Field O)[)[/cer for yc F/'cc/'/u/t this /\//g/n‘, /\//ia/r
Giraham ; tomorrow /\//‘g/zt, M‘?r Paillie. The 3 eldest
Companys of Grcnaa//crs, the 3 eldest Comloanﬂs of
[_{gﬁt /n[antly under ng’ /—/o/mcs, 200 Kangcrs and
/nd/lans under Mar Koggcrs, the whole under the Com—
mand of Co/o‘ f 7’2v//anaf to be rcaa/y to march when
Dark. T/)@ﬂ will assemble in the [ront of ﬂc (renadiers
half an [Jour atter Cun ﬁr/ng. Co/o. [Haviland will re-
ceive his Orders from the (General. | he (srenadiers to
march in their Wait-coats, and as //g/zt as /DOSS/b/C, but

are to carry their B/ankcts and one Days Frovision.
T/Jc Gcncra/s Guara/ tomorrow

26th June, 1759
LAKE GEORGLE

/I> aro/@, Ea/lnéwgﬁ Co/o. of the Daﬂ to-morrow, Co/o.

/:/i'c/y Field O)q[/cer of the /D/cc/}u/t this /\/15/71’, Ma’r
Ba/a/w/n ; fo-morrow /\//g/n‘, Ma’r — (Colo. 5C/7uy/cr’5

Du/y Notca’ - continued on next pasge



Vol. 2019-02

T he Pattalion Journal

Fagc 8
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cht to receive one Days fresh /D rovisions tomorrow at 5
o'clock. 7 he chu/ars to receive J Daﬂs F rovitions to-
morrow at 5 o’clock ; First Gagcs, and [o//owin‘g [_{g/Jt
/m‘:ant/y, Carenadiers, [« orbelles Koya/ Mgﬁ/anc/crs, Jn-
n/lski///ng, Koya/ Af‘flf/@/y, at the same [Distance of [ ime
as ordered June 22d. [he Quartermaster of each
Corps to give in a Keturn this ' vening at 5 o’clock to
Mr. [/V///son, of the Qua/m‘/ty each cht draws for. An
O[[/ccr and 40 Mcn to mount on the farthest Fost on
the Kgﬁt in the Kear of the Cam/o to cover the Bat-
teaux. /4 5@ j and 12 Men to mount where the ould

/:ortstooc/A 5@] 2 COfP and 12 Mcn for the Frow-

sion Guara/. Br{g Gagcs ch/ to furnish the fame es-
cort on the road for T he carriages, as this Day to be
joyncc/ bﬂ an O)q[/ccr and 41 Kangcrs. 7 he ch/mcnfs
to receive their Frovisions in the fame (Order as men-

tioned this Daﬂ n Ora/crs, but that in an [FJours [Dis-

tance one from another.

Tuscclay, 8th Julg, 1760
Crown Point CamP

5T his morning we were alarm'd about & oclock 6ﬂ the
enemy, who tell upon a party of Ma’or Kogers Kan‘gcrs,

just 5ﬂ their lhcampmcnt on the other side the [ ake, all in
5{g/7i’ of our/ncam/omcnt & t/my have killd one on the spot
and wounded six more, who are 5roug/7t over to the hos-
P/ta// //73vc been down to see t/zcm) & ¥ of them are mor-
ta//ﬂ woundid~2 shot t/lzroug/lz their 50(:/55, & 1 shot
tﬁrougﬁ his head, the other both t/z{g/w; the 2 others may,
with gooa/ care, git well [t was a very a[fccf/‘n‘g sg/zt to sece
the poor creatures /aﬂ Wc/tcr/ng in their blood & z[aintlhg
with death in their countenance. /mmca’féte{g ngbr
Kogcrs with his Kangcrs ran out of their breast work &
Pursuca’ the enemy, who are almost all f:rcnc/z, but very
few [ndians among the party. s suppos 'd there was
300 in their party, & rcgu/ar //g/7t /nﬂ?nf/’y & several /a/gc
Pa/‘lys of /‘cgu/ars to 1'/7tcrcc/of t/n':m; & a sub of our
troo/os & 25 men was sent down to the 5/00/35 to g/vc
them /ni'c//gcncc. /t was a bold action r/g/ﬂ' n P/a//? view of
our [orts & Camps, & and but a little way from Majbr
Kogcrs incampmcni; & on the same side of the Laéc,- we
have seen /:>ari' of the Kang@rs return, but what news /
cannot learn” Calotalh 5amuc/ Jcnés.

Ear//ez; G@nera/Am/zerst, had the Kangers moved to
Kogcrs Foint (later C/u’mncy), because of a smallpox

outbreak on board the S/OO/D Boscowan, amongst the
crew and Kangcrs who had been at Foint au Fer. T his

(/Juote shows their new camp was on the other side of the
[ ake from the Forts. [ love such little tidbits that prove

somet/uhg sometime.

August 29,1760

General orclers

200 Kangcrs to F erade /mmcc/iate/y. Ye O[[/ccrs com-
mana//hg ye party will receive his instructions from C olo.
Dcréﬂ. Majr. Kogcrs will order ye otficer commanc//ng ye
[Hatchet men of his Cor/os to see his men gr/nc/ their

Rl e il

Kangcr At Tgondcroga

August 11, 1759
T_yonc/croga

A//(—a/'or Kogcrs
S,

You are this n{g/# to send a z
Capl’ain with a proper pro-
Por‘l’/on of suba/tcrns, and
two hundred men to Crown
Foint where the officer is to

/:7051’ himself in such manner

as not to be surpr/scc/ and to '+

seize the best ground for c/c)[cnc//ng /7//7756/)[ anc/ should
he be atl’acécc/by the enemy, he is not to retreat with his

party, but écc/o his grounc/ tll be is reinforced from the
army.

Jcﬁcrcy Aml’ncrst
August 12, 1759
Ticondcroga
7 his morn per orders of A//(—a/'or K ogers, | didst send ouer
ajutani' Ca/oi’a/n Green from 50565 with Calotafn
Brcwcr & 5crgeant Mab’%c /o/us two hundred men as
order'd per instructions of Gen’/ Am/zerst towards
Crown Foint & the [ortress Sainte Frederic. [ had sent

Econderoga ... continued on page 10
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Dcondcroga - continued from pre vious page 8

F rivate 546//6n from the /\///'//5 here we are encam/ot to
fetch chutant Careen from the [ort he 56/’/75 there wyt/;
a small party a//gging up I rench af‘t///e/y Io/cccs the enemy
had secret’d about.

Calotain Daniel 5C/7/‘0f/7
August 12,1759
Tgconc{eroga
7 his a/aﬂ | am sent to [ort 53//# Frederic & the (ron
Fointc. /7'appﬂ to leave this Bogus fand of Jow swamps &
the Iocsti/ancc of chiggers & moskitos. Such a horrid
camp wyt/; such b/’fl’/vg nuisances. | o face the enemy in
battle is less worrisome then sceéing 5/66/:) & escape from
the hordes of attacélng inseckts. | he bhlood /cl't/ng ticks

f/‘IC worsc C‘VCF/SCC.

Captain Timotl’:g (ireen

Just a bit of whimsg. Bogus, areal 18th century and term
for Ticonc{croga which in sources Pcrtains to a harsh, nasty
tasting, rum and spruce beer drink, Plus a P[ace with nasty con-
ditions to suffer in and from. Calibogus, Bogus, Bogcs, and
various other sPe”ings describe unwelcome conditions. Sgt
Robert Webster in 1759 refers to Ticonc{croga as Boges
from the day he is ordered to go thcrc, while there, and after
leaving. Around the | ow lying LaChutc river and wetlands
conditions must have been strength testing with the summer

bugs P]US t}’lC normal SiCl(ﬂCSS O{: camP.

F case F om’c/gc

Gunflints found at C/n’mncy Foint

Submitted bg Thomas Frag, E_nsign
Bat’ca[ion Journa] Fublislﬁcr

These are Gunflints found at Chimneg FPoint. T hese
illustrated P|us two more a friend has have all been found
in a field where once Rogers Kangers and Light ]mcantr3~
men camped. |t is beside where the Sma”Pox Hospital
sat near Hospital Creck. |n 1760, after the Pattle of
Foint au [Ter, those who had been on that expeclition
were ordered there as Smanpox had broken out amongst
the Crews of the ships that transportcd the Rangers.
Fcaring contagion amongst the troops, Prcparing for the
Invasion of Canada, theg were ordered to camp there.
As all these flints are used Perhaps a dumping grouncl

was there also.

INTRODUCTION
Somctl‘xir\g that is both gooc{ and \Ci”ing can be as

nouris}'\ing from the first serving until many c{ays later.
Fcase Forridgc, a thick Fea soup of 18th centurg Fare,
was tasty the first da3 it was made until it was tota”9 con-
sumed. | he rl‘ngme cer‘tainlg says it was still goocl in the
pot nine clays old. (ood information about Rangers,
glcaned from past sources is much like the Pease Por-
ridge.

]n the back pages of the Battahon Journal are some
tasty bits of ‘mowledge that are still worth being used
and shared. As the Battalion grows and cl’langcs, with
new members bcing added, itis only rigl’l’c that we go back
into the pot and Pu” out a tid-bit or two no matter how

old.
[ ditor's Note: ] have asked Lt WUIFF Pcrmission to

rerun his excellent articles on “Kogcrs’ Rules for

Kanging.”

Rogcrs Rules Number E_ight

“ff you ob/l“gc the enemy to retreat, be careful in

your Fursuit of t/zcm, to Lccp out gour ﬂan;éfng par-
ties, and prevent them from gaining eminences, or
rising grouna's, in which case t/ny would Pcrﬁalos be
able to ra//y and rcpu[sc gou in their turn.” (/fogcrs
58)

Kangcr Ku/cs - continued on next page
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Kangcr Ku/cs - continued from pre vious pasge

I ven if the Rangers were able to break their enemy
and force them to retreat, Kogers cautions his men
against a heac”ong Pursuit of the Heefng foe. The
French and their Native allies were well known for their
use of the ambush to lead their enemices into a devastat-
ing trap. Mang times the enemy would look like tl’leg were
retreating in total panic, but in reality they were merely
trying to entice their foes into Pursuing after the retreat-
ing force, onlg to have their pursuers Plungc into an am-
bush set up Forjust that purpose. After the initial vo”eg
on what was thought to be the main force of the enemy at
the “Second Pattle on Snowshoes,” about half of the
Ranger force Pursued after the remnants of the ]:rench
party, only to run straight into what was actually the main
bocllj of the Frenc}w Patrol which great13 outnumbered
the Kangcrs,

The Pursuing Rangers were cut to Pieces with onlfj a
handful bcing able to escape back to the rest of the main
body. |f the Rangers had used more caution in their pur-
suit, this battle, which turned out to be one of the deadli-
est of the war for the corps, could Possib19 have been
avoided, or at least turned out c{igerently.

Because of these factors Rogers cautions his men
against such a Pursuit in rule number cight. As we have
discussed before the advantagcs of using a rising Piecc
of ground to make a stand can be critical to your very
existence. | he Rangcrs had to be aware of the abilit}j of
the enemy, when in retreat, to find a Piece of rising
grouncl upon which to turn and ra”y their forces in order
to make a stand against their pursuers. Thc advantage
gainccl from this type of terrain may bcjust the thing
needed to fend off any Pursuits.

|f you do decide to make a cautious Pursuit of the
retreating enemy, Kogcrs stresses the need to kcep your
ﬂanking Parties well maintained and strengtlﬂenec{, so that
an ambush from either the right or left can be met with a
strong defense. T he importance of maintaining your
xqanking Partics cannot be stressed cnough. Without
Having your flanks Protcctecl, the enemy can press on the

sides o)(:goumcormation, and you will be receiving fire from

both the front, and from one or both of the sides. = ven if
your party makes use of the cover available to hide be-
hind it will be very difficult to maintain 3our1cormation and
hold your ground when under fire from more than one
direction. T he following diagram shows how to properly
form your men, with strong rigl’lt and left flanks, to pursue
and engage a retreating enemy force. |t is easy to see
how much more secure a formation it is with strong Hank-

ing Parties to Protect the sides of your formation.

Pa ttalion apf;//catlbn:

When aa/vancing in such a manner as directed in Kule
#7, and if the grounc/ Pcrm/ts such a formation, you
should Lcc/o your /[/.ankfng Parﬁcs de/o/oycc/ and advanc-
ing as the individual ranks advance. [ his will insure that
f/}@y enemy may not be able to counterattack aga/nst the
sides of your formation. 777/5 will also /orcvcnt the enemy,
iF you are able to cause them to retreat from your ad-
vancing against them with a constant fire, from dra wing
your party into an ambush as you pursuc them. [ he offi-
cers in command of the f/ank/’ng /oart/cs will dictate these
movements )forwarc{/‘ust as the officers in command of the
first and second ranks do. JF your /[/.an,é/ng /Dart/cs are
/a/:ge cnoug/7 you may also be able to advance one half of
your men as directed in Kule #7, orif not, you m{g/ﬂ* want
to Lcc/oyou entire force /oac/ec/andrcac/ﬂ in the event of
an attack. 7716 ﬁankfng /:).art/}ss should be divided up nto

fire teams as well.

Rogers Rules # 8

When atacking your enemy always keep out strong [lanking parties 1o prevent the enemy
pressing you on the right or left und possibly sureunding your Frces,

E——
r‘ Enemy forces __ J
—_—

Direction of anack

Left flank [ Main body of troops

l Right flank }
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