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Messages from the Retired szor

“Rogcﬁs Kangers (Cadet School image used with per-
mission of Artist / [Historian Gary Zabo[g.

School of the Kangcr
Submitted 53 Pvt. | ou T ramelli
Michigan Compang

Over the years numerous School of the Kanger
articles have aPPcarccl in the Pattalion Joumal‘ Be-
cause of this ] was hesitant to offer another, but ] would
bcg your inc{u|gcncc for the Fo”owing reasons: |t’s an op-
Portunit3 for new members in the Pattalion to find out
about and benefit from the program, and many aspscts of
the SOR have signi{:icantlg cl’langed.

For those new to the Kanging Service, the School
of the Ranger is a semi immersive event designecl to
teach Par‘ticipants the documented field craft skill neces-
sary for 18th ¢ Kanging‘ Tl’lc subject matter focuses on
reconnoitering party skills inclucling Patrol formations,
ambuscade & immediate actions, land navigation, track-
ing / counter tracking, winter survival skills, etc. T he
Sclﬁool of the Kangcr has a!wags bcen, and continues to
be an All Volunteer effort with all monies raised benefit-
ting the historic host site. | he event has tradftiona”g
been held the last weekend in Januarg at ]:or‘t Fre&erick
MD. The 2018 School of the Kanger will continue at
this wonderful site, Jan 26th tlﬁrough the 28th. [lease
note that future dates may vary slight|3 to deconflict the

50 TK - continued on pase ]

Kangers:
As you Probably know, on Ju13 i,at| ort Niagara, |

assed command of the Battahon on to my long~scrving
and |03a| adiutant, Bill Blair, of the \/irginia ComPany.

Ma_jor lair has selected Tim Green, the Battalion
Sergeant—Ma—jor, of the New York ComPang, to be the
new CaPtain and Adjutant.

T om ann, of the Maryland ComPang, has been
Promotcd to Captain~Lieutenant and Pattalion Ord-
nance Officer.

] am also retiring from command of the Michigan
ComPang‘ | t. Chris Han|631 who has been the nominal
commander of the company while | served as Pattalion
Commander, has been Promotcd to Captain and now
commands the company in his own right. Sgt. Mike De-
Jonge, Michigan company sergeant, has been Promotcd
to ensign to assist him.

Fersona”g, ] would like to thank all of you for your
long and dedicated service to the Pattalion under mgschc
and also our late founder, Major John C. Jaeger. |t has
been a Pleasure and an honor to work with you.

FPlease support Ma_jor blair and Captain (ireen
the same way that you have suPPortecl me over the years.

Attachcd are a few Photos of the changc of com-
mand ceremony, which was very imprcssive and moving.
Mg thanks go to Bill Blair who Plarmec{ it, Sgt. Paul
Feterson of the Kcntucky Compang who acted as the
commander of troops, and T im (Green who commanded

the Pattalion colorguard.

] remain your most humble servant,
Tim Todish, Major (ret.)
Fast Commander, Jaeger‘s Battahon, Kogers‘ Kangers
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|f the mailing label on the back w -

of this [Fine Publication shows a i
(84] in the lower riglﬂbl’uand cor- i
ner of the address 1abel, this will " !

be 9our!ast issue.

Please renew your subscription todag! Also if you
know of a member that is not getting the Journal, en-
courage him/her to do so.

See contact information below for renewing a sub-

scrip’cion

]:_nsign Thomas Fray, Fublishcr
Battalion Journal

637 Telegraph Road
Fcru, Ncw Yorl( 12972
[F mail: atlatl@charter.net

An Outstancling | ine of
Battalion Ponnets

Offered by Judy De Jonge

A Lighter Bluc Bonnet, fﬂcavilg Felted T hick and
Heav3 for E_xtencled Wear.

A navy blue with red trim (in addition to her
iclassic” Battalion Bonnct). as well as a Plain blue

and Navg Blue bonnets. (with no red trim).

You can contact her atJucly DcJonge
1260 Peckwidth NI
Girand Rapids. M] 49505

mdcjongc‘}-@att.net

For |nformation and Fricing
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Tycondcroga Scout
21-2% July 2017

Submitted }33 Captain Timothy Green, Ac{jutant Jaeger’s
Batta]ion. -

The Fo”owing Rangers Partfcipatec] in the subject
action:
. CaPtafn Timothg (ireen, Acﬁutant Jaeger’s Batt.
. Serjeant Stephen Mathe, NY Compg
. Kanger Private Jeremy Skellen, NY Compy
. Kanger Recruit Rennie | ove, NY Compy

For the first time since the 250th Anniversary in
2008, members of Jacgcﬂs Battalion scouted the
grounc{s of the [rench fortifications of (Caril-
loangconclcroga!

T he Pritish camp was located a|ong the main road
of the old entrance Just bcgond the Lorcl Howc monu-
ment. Thcrc was no Particu]ar set up }Dut, most tents (no
more than 20) were setin a sing|e line with a few ﬂys scat-
tered about. Man3 5|6Pt camPaign st3|e with blanket
rolls in Piles of straw suPPIicd bg the fort. We built a
shelter with a small ﬂg, a|ong with Picccs of canvas and oil
cloth. Friclag, | slept under a tree witl‘njus’c my blanket
and my knapsack for a Pi”ow‘ While mosquitoes were a
minor nuisance but, the weather was very mild.

Cooking was accomplisl’xcd using a small brass ket-
tle, our corn boilers and a small iron Frg pan. Because of
the sensitive arclﬂeological nature of the ground, we were
asked not to dig fire Pits but simplg clear an areca and
Place the fire clirectlg on the ground‘ Some camps did
used braziers.

For r:rfclag evening | had a Pre~cool<ed meal of ham
and beans which onlg needed to be warmed up- For
Saturdag’s meal we PreParec{ boiled beef and Potatoes‘
Otherfoods included loaves of bread, dried meats &
fruits, boiled eggs and cheese, all of which we sharedin a
mess fashion.

While I:riclag evening was a tgpical sct-up and get
settled affair, Saturclag was very social and we did allow
ourselves generous rations of rum and |rish wlﬂiskey
which we shared among the other camps. | believe a gooc{

time was had by all.

Batﬂc Scenarios:

We were organized into three marching column:

. Rigl’xt Column- Connecticut and New York Provin-
cials

o Center Column~ soth ]:oot, and Kogers Rangers

o | eft Column- Massachusetts Provincials

]:riclay morning;

a section of » batteau rowed from Kogers’ Rock with
members of the 8oth Foot, Massachusetts Provincials
and a few rangers. Once Iandec}, this force marched the

remaining three miles to our Position.

Saturclay afternoon: | pm: Bemetz Brook and the
Deat}w of Lord Howe.

T his scenario lasted about 20 minutes, and was a
very nice engagement in the woods on uneven ground
which offered us a great oPPor‘tunity in woodland Figl’xt—
ing. T he main road way ran along one side of the area
giving visitors a unfque view, looking down into the woods.

QOur line of march took us over the low grounc{just
bcgoncl of the old French works. Wc were able to view
remains of other works built }39 the [French and Pritish
as well as some built 135 the Americans cluring the
RevWar. Scparating into three columns, we set up
near a clearing in the woods Jus’c inside the original
French defensive line. A crowd line for visitors had been
set on the adjaccnt road way, giving them a excellent view
of the area. Soon a column of [Trench, Trepczec’s
scouting party, came into view. Tl’;eg Passcd below our
line as we remained out of sight. Sl‘nor’cb fire eruptcc! as
the Connecticut and New York Frovincials gave fire.
UPO” this , we rushed to the scene and engagecl the
rear of the [Trench. Within minutes Lord [Howe fell. We
}Degan Pusl’xing the line, squeezing the [French between
us and the FProvincials. As the rench began to 5|iP
away theg were met bg the Massaclﬁusetts regiment,
traPPing the [French in a three sided box. A sudden
rush !33 the Massacl’lusetts’s line forced the Frencl’x to
surrender.

We sPent the remainder of afternoon coo!ing down
and c!eaning weapons. We took some time and ventured
up to the visitor’s center and then into the fort. | had not
visited [Fort | i since the 250th in 2008, and enjogecl

Econdcro‘ga ... continuedon page./
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[ease | om'c/gc

INTRODUCTION

Something that is both goocl and Fi”ing can be as
nourishing from the first serving until many days later.
Fcasc Forric{ge, a thick Fca soup of 18th century fare,
was tasty the first dag it was made until it was tota”g con-~
sumed. | he rhgme ccrtafnly says it was still good in the
pot nine c{ags old. (Good infor-mation about Kangers,
g]cancd from past sources is much like the Fease Por-
ridge.

In the back pages of the Dattalion Journal are some
tasty bits of knowledge that are still worth be-ing used
and shared. As the Pattalion grows and changes, with
new members }Jcing added, it is only ng}')t that we go back
into the pot and Pu” out a tid-bit or two no matter how

old.

Ea’/tor’s Note: / have asked [t Wult#, perrm’ss/on to

rerun his excellent articles on ‘Kogers’ K ules for

Kang/}g. 7
Robert Kogcrs’ Rules [Forthe Kanging Senvice

Rober’c Rogers was a frontier born man in his ear|9
twenties when he became Cap’cain of one of the Kangcr
comPanies in the New Hampshire Regiment, raised un-
der the Command of Joscph Blanc}ﬁarcl, to ngl’;t the
growing encroachment of the [French in what would be-
come the last of the series of “Frencl’u and ]ndian Wars.”

Thcse comPanics of “Rangcrs,” or men who were
cxpcrts in the wooc{s, many of them hunters and trappcrs,
would soon become invaluable to the Pritish Armg in this
strugg[c for the control of North America.

Jntroduction:

In 1757 the Pritish Commander in (Chief of his
Majestg’s forces in America, John Campbc”, the 4th
E_arl of Loucloun, instructed Robert Kogers to take a
group of volunteers from some of the rcgular British
regiments, and teach them the methods and tactics he felt
were best suited for use in the vast woodlands of North
Amcrica. Lord Louc[oun wanted Rogcrs to write these
“Ranging Rules” down for the vo|unteers, who were then
to take the lessons thcy learned under Kogcrs’s tute-
Iage, and integrate them into the regular army. T he Borit-

ish army was beginning to realize that standard [ uro-

ean military tactics would not work against the gucri”a
stgle of nghting emplogecl }33 the [French Canadian sol-
diers and their Native American allies. T he hit and run
tactics of these lightlg equiPPecl troops were not lost on
the officers of the Pritish army. The Pritish did not
enjoy the numbers of Native American allies early in the
war that their [French counterparts did. The on13 way to
combat these problems was through the use of scouts
and stes in the Ranger comPanies. The British army
was bac”g in need of accurate intc”igcnce gatherers, men
that could be trusted to infiltrate the [French lines,
gatl‘ncr the needed imcormation, and return home salcclg
with the what inte”igence theg had gained. Provincial
General William _Johnson and Massachusetts (Gover-
nor William Shirleg, temporary Commander in Chief of
his Ma'csty’s forces after the defeat of Gcncral Brad~
dock ajuring the 1755 camPaign against French Fort
Duquesne at the forks of the Ohio River, soon realized
that without Native Americans to s
comPanies of Kangers would have to be utilized to fill

on the enemy,

this gap- Problems with c{isciplinc in the Kangcr compa-
nies, as well as some misguidec’jealou53 among some o
the higl’x ranking Pritish officers, led to an attempt to
replacc the Rangers with regular troops, trained in the
methods and tactics of the Rangers} but led bg rcgular
officers, were formed into “Light Imcantrg’ comPanies.
T hese volunteers, who were trained 55 Rogcrs and in-
structed in his Ranging Rules, might then be commis-
sioned as officers in a Pritish regiment if tl’;cg did not
a|reac{3 hold an officer's commission. | his would be the
beginning of the developmcnt of “sPecial forces’ in the
British Army. The 28 rules laid down bg Kogers were
the things he felt best suited for warfare in the vast for-
ests and swamps of North America. T!’;cg are a vital list
of tactics and formations that we, as Ranger reenactors,
should stuclg and emulate in order to lend autlﬁenticitg to
our Portragal.

Kogcrs Rules Number One
“Aff Kangcrs are su/ject to the rules and arti-

cles of war; to appear at roll-call each cvcn/ng on
their own parac/c, equ/)opcd, ach with a ﬁ/‘c/océ,
S/Xiy rounds of /DOWC/CF and /Da/[ and a /zatcﬁet,
at the same time an officer from each company s
to /'nslocct the same, to see t/7(:y are in ora/er, 50
as to be reaa/ﬂ on any emergency to march at a
minute’s warning; and before t/%ey are dismissed,
the necessary guarals are to be a/raugﬁtcaf and
scouts for the next &ag aPPointecl.” (Rogers 55)

KOK ... continued on next pasge
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KOR ... continued from Prevlbus pasge

]n rule number one Rogers establishes what he ex-
pects of a ProsPective new Kanger recruit. [Je Iags the
groundwork as to the level of disciplinc that he expects
the Rangers to live up too, and orders that the men are
insPccted 139 their company officers c[ailg. Rogers also
sets down a reoccurring theme throughout all of his rules,
that of alwags being Preparec’ at the slightest notice for
any warning or trouble that may occur. By always having
their weapons and gear in order theg would be able to
march at a minute’s notice, somet]‘wing that chuL’ar
trooPs were not genera”}j able to do. This scts the stage
for the fast moving and lig}‘wt|9 cquiPPc& troops that
would become today’s SPecial [Forces. Rogers also
givcs us a look at some of the weapons and gear that he
felt was essential for warfare on the frontier. A firelock
with sixty rounds of Powder and ball is over double that
of which a Regu|ar soldier would carry. This gives us
some insight into what kind of trouble Rogcrs cxPcctcd
his Kangcrs to run into from time to time. | his also tells
us that Rogers expectec{ his Rangers to be able to func-
tion for Iongcr Pcriocls of time on scouting missions with-
out resuPPI}j from the army. A hatchet was sPechCica”y
mentioncc], Probablg because of its usefulness as a tool
as well as a weapon. Mang of the Rangers would have
been carrying Personal hunting weapons as oPPoscd to
issued mi|itar3 arms, so the hatchet would have taken the
Place of the bagonct of the chulars‘ Jaegcr’s Battal—
ion manual which is given out to all new recruits lists spe-
chcica”g the items that are rcquirec{ for someone to take
the field with us. T his list gives a gooc{ example of what
an 18th century Kanger would have carried with him in
order to be Preparecl for any cvcntualitg‘ Besic{cs
proper i8th century reProc{uction clothing, (earlg in the
war the Kangers had no uniforms, but simplg wore their
own clothing}, the Fo”owing weapons and gear are as fol-

IOWS.

An aPProPriate colonial stglc hunting, or sl’xootfng
Pouch and Powdcrhom for carrying your slﬁootir\g sup-
Plies and blank rounds. T he Rangers were known to
have carried their ammunition in powderhorns and
Pouclﬁesj as oPPosecl to the car‘criclge box of the Kegu|ar
troops‘ This may have been artlg because of the
amount of ammunition that Rogcrs wanted his men to
carry.

A colonial style firelock that is aPProPriatc for the
French and |ndian War time Perioc“ Although tl'leg are
actua”y a Kcvolt1tionar5 War time Pcriod musket, 2nd
model Brown Pess muskets are allowed because of their

lower cost, and availabi!itg. A socket bayonct and scab-

bard are requirec’ when carrging an issued mi|itar3 mus~
ket, or a Plug })agonct if carrying a colonial stgle
smoothbore musket that can be fitted with one. All mus-
kets must also be fitted with a flash guarc{, and frizzen
cover, or hammer cap for saxcetg reasons.

As the Rangcrs were known to scalp their enemies, a
proper stg]c scalping knife and sheath should be worn, as
well as a tomahawk or hatchet of 18th century stgle‘ As
with the bagonet, all cdgcd weapons must be covered })9
a sturcl3 sheath. No sPike tomahawks, or PiPe hawks are
allowed.

A French and lndian War stgle be”g box or a sturc{\zj
leather Poucl‘n with a wooden block insert for salcclg carry-
ing paper cartriclges is also requirecl. Due to the Possibi!-
ity of having a stray sPark from your firelock ignite your
blank cartridges, some historical sites now require a
wooden block with holes drilled in it to scparate your car-
tric{ges. T his wooden block fits inside your cartridge box,
or inside your leather shot bags or l’}unting Pouches.
Sa)ccty tests have shown that if a stray sPark from Firing
your musket enters your Pouch or cartridge box, the
wooden block separa’cing the car‘tridges prevents mu|tiP16
cartridges from igniting, which could cause severe burns
or other irjury. A canteen and haversack for carrying
your food rations and water supply. The Rangers were
issued a claily rum ration, and many of them would mix this
in their canteens of water to make what was known as
“grog.
A blanket made of wool. Tl’\e Rangers carried out

their scouting missions against the enemy even in the

»

dead of winter. A goocl warm blanket was essential for
the Kangers’ survival. Mang of the Rangers would wrap
their blankets around them in the same way the |ndians
did, to form a makeshift cloak, a”owing more than one use
out of a sing!c Piccc of gear. Ang extra clothing or other
Pcrsonal gear could be rolled up in the blanket when not
wearing it and carried with a tumP!fne, or strap across
their shoulders, or carried in some sort of 18th century
Pack.

Thc Ranger officers were also ordered to set scout-
ing missions for the next da3 in the evening beforehand.
Thc Rangers were known for }Jcing on the trail very carly
in the morning, or even starting out as soon as it became
dark out. Tl’]is allowed them the cover of darkness to
help hide their movements. Bg setting up their scouts the
nigl’rt beFore, the rangers were able to march at a mo-
ments notice, and Prcvcnt any dclays that could occur if
tlﬁeg tried to assign scouting missions in the dark of niglﬁt
or carlg morning, wasting valuable time that could be

sPent out on the trail.

KOK continued on nextpage
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ROR ... continued from /Drcv/ous pasge

Guards for the camp were also established before
dismissing the men for the night. Just as the Rangcrs
were emPloye& in scouting and nging on the enemy in
their encampments, so too were the [rench and their
allies comstantlg spging on the movements and encamp-~
ments of the British army. B}j setting the proper guarc{s
for their encampmcnts the Kangcrs would be better able
to prevent the enemy from cloing any mischief. T he
Rangers were often assigncd the duty of guarc{ing the
entire | ncampments of the Pritish army, a testament to
their abi|it9 to do this c{uty. T he directions handed down
in Rogers’ Rule number one serve to set the standard
that Rogcrs wanted his Rangcrs to uPhold during the
French and |ndian War, of alwa\rjs being PrePared for
anytl‘wing, and of also having your weapons and gear
read\zj at all times. T he Iightning quick reaction abilit3 of
the Kangcr comPanics would serve them well as thcy be-
gan their hit and run camPaigns against the [French

)COFC€S‘

Battalion aPPlication:

7 his rule also gives us as reenactors a detinite
gu/b/e for /1640//75 us to assemble our C/ot/z/ng and
cc]w/bmcnt n a /7/151_‘0/’/(:5//5 accurate manner. As a
Pattalion, when we a
we should assemble with our full scouting Lit on, and

ear at morning formations,

n gooa/ order. Kangcrs should have on their car-
tr/c/ge oncs, or leathern shot bags and Powc/cr
horns for storing their ammunition. No powder is to
be carried in your horn for 531[6@ reasons. A small
/or/m/ng horn can be used if you do not Pr/mc your
tirelock from a paper cartr/dgc Jtis /}n/:)ortant to
krnow the 53)[6@1 rcc]u/rc‘ments that are in P/ace at
different historical sites to be sure you conform to
their rules and rcgu/ations. You should have your
canteen and haversack on, or your haversack can be
rofled up 2 your blanket. Your canteen must be full
when you appear on /oarac/c. 7_/7/5 is for your sa/cfﬂ
as well as for the 53[@1’3 of your fellow Kangers,
Your blanket should be worn when [a///'/vg in. /t can
fold up and be carried with a tump/fne or by a éna/:»
sack with the blanket attached. 7_/71'5 shows that you
are prc/oarca/ to leave at a minutes

wam/’n(g,r with all of your gear, weapons, and food
readﬂ for the march. Your firelock should be at half
cock with the hammer stall in /:,)/acc. T his simulates
that your weapon is loaded and /‘caaly for any ac-
tion. /: or sa)[ely purposes you must not actua//y Joad

a 1_/7/8/7L c/pargc IthﬂOlJr WCSPOI') UI?/CSSﬂOU/“ O[)C;’CCI‘

or /\/C O tells you to do so. W/zen you are ordered

to load and have comp/eted the process, Lecp your
firelock at the recover /oosition with the barre/
Po/nted 5i'ra/'g/lzt up in the air and await further or-
ders. [ his, when combined with your hammer stall
[7@//75 in /o/.ace and gour )[/nger away from the trigger,
should /orcvcnt any accidental c//sc/Jancs.

Jtis /hrpor‘tant that we all fall in this way, every
time, at every event, unless directed to do otherwise.
JF you have a Kangcrun/form coat you should wear it
at morning formations. | he Pattalion command may
decide the weather is too hot to 532[6/5 wear gour
uniform coats, and will at times instruct you not to
wear them. 18th Ccntury troops were often allowed
to wear just their small clothes because of the
weather éc/ng cxccss/vc/y hot. When appropr/ai’c,
you will be instructed 5ﬂ your officers to a/rop any
excess gear and c/ot/w'n‘g after morning formation.
Kogers was known to have his men a/rolo their /Dacks
and prepare for battle, so it is also historically cor-
rect for us to do this. We are a well reslocctcc/ unit,
and the way we appear at morning formations, and
how we conduct ourselves on the field all contributes
to how we are /oercc/vcd [75 the /oué//c, and [Dﬂ our

PC'CFS.
) — — -
o B o s

50 TR ...continued from page

event with [Fort Ticoncleroga’s semiannual Pattle on
Snowshoes.

You may be surprisec{ to learn that Preparations for
the 2018 session are well under way. Tl‘\(: program con-~
tinues to evolve in response to Par‘ticipant and host site
feedback, new rescarch, and changes in both tecl‘mologg
and reenactment trends. Tl’lC Sclﬂool of the Ranger
concept going forward is to deliver 18th C Ranger field
craft content in a way that maximizes the unique opportu-
nities afforded bg the historic site without comPromisfng
qua|it3 or comPrehensiveness. Our goal is to ensure
every asPect of the curriculum is well clocumented, accu-~
rate|3 dePictcc{, and teclﬁnica”g Pro{:icient so that the
students have an opportunitg to gain new skills, imProve
their meressions, and leave with the abihtg to assist oth-

ers with the material.

50 TK continued on next pase
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50 TK ... continued from Iorev/ous pasge

TI'IC Primarg ci‘iange for 2018 is that the event will
maximize the 18th C immersion exPerience. All program-
ming will occur in the historic fort or the surrounding
countrgsicie, Ti‘ie Participants will be Iodged in the his-
toric barracks as iJeFore, with onlg wood heat and candle-
iigivt available. Meais will consist of issued rations the
students must prepare in Perioci fashion. Every training
exercise segment will consist of hands-on Practice under
Primitive conditions, in the fort or surrounding woods.
The entire weekend will be Presented in the context of
18th C garrison life simuiating as much of “Kogers Ca-
det School” as the site will allow. This will include work
party details and sentry dutg integrai to the curriculum.
Obviously this isn’t for everyone, but given the site and
time limitations, the Sci'lool of the Kanger will Prioritize
the Practicai aPPiication of small unit field work in an im-
mersive setting.

Ti‘ie second signixcicant and corresPonding ci'iange is
that the modern classroom Portions have been eliminated
from the weekenci, but not the event. A” of the suPPort—
ing material and documentation will be delivered to the
students in PCI]C and Powerfoint format as ti‘neg register
in October. TI’TCSC “home studg” lectures will be Fu”g
suPPorteci i)}j an 2018 SOK Ohline Discussion
Group, Providing the opportunitg to delve into the aca-
demic and miiitary science portions of the curriculum
more eﬁcicientlg and in greater detail than a traditional
Presentation. ln addition, the Online Discussion Group
will be able to assist with issues related to the requireci
kit, and facilitate coordination, dia|ogue and generai sup-
Por‘t pre event. TI’]C concept here is to ensure every
Participant arrives on the same page, with the same ex-
Pectations, and is reaciy to dive into the 18th ( exer-
cises and experience.

There is no requisi’ce backgrounci to Participate.
Mang of the ci'ianges were instituted to benefit new par-
ticiPants as well as veterans that desire a ci'ia”enge All
that is requireci is a minimum of Personai gear and the
wi”ingness & ai)iiitg to exert oneself in garrison and field
exercises under 18th ¢ conditions. Genera”g, coolers,
modern footwear and most modern “crutches” will be pro-
hibited inside the fort. T he idea is for the Participants
to cieveiop their skills and “field test” or Practice with
aPProPriate kit. Details regarciing the [ vent Sciﬂeciuie,
f:ees,, Recommended ]tems, Site Ruies, and Kestric~

tions will be Posteci Prior to any registration information.

[For more information Periodicaiiy check the Sci'wooi
of the Ranger tab on the Jaegers Battaiion website or
like and follow the Sci‘iooi of the Ranger page on Face-
book.

Ucondcroga— continued from page 3

iooi(ing over the museum’s collection.

Retuming to camp we began Preparing the evening's
meal. We were sucicienig enveiopeci in rain showers which
lasted about 1 hour. QOur little shelter did gooci service
and i(ePt us cirg. Retuming to our fire we continued
cooi(ing‘ The evening was spent the visiting with friends.

5unciay morning up and abou’c, got up the fire and
made coffee. Light trail food and bits for breakfast.

Foiiowing morning muster, | walked with the Principie

officers to go over the battle site for the afternoon’s en-

gagement. Tiﬁe sioPeci area rougi’riﬂ where the ZﬁOti'i

Econc/cmga ... continued on next page
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Bcondcro‘ga... continued from pre vious pasge

event was held would be the site for this battle. T he fort
staff had built a carthen redoubt on the riclge with a line
of Iogs and fallen trees serving as a defensive abatis.

T he main Pritish assault would begir\ on the lower
road and Proceecl up the broken grounc] of the slope for
a distance of about 150 9ards‘

Sunday: Main Assau|t

At 1 PM the British forces stePPec{ off with the
Rangers and light imcantrg in front acting as skirmishers.
The lower Portion of grounc{ was somewhat mudd}j and ]
sank into the muck well over my ankles. Wearing mocca-
sins was a good choice as some soldiers wearing shoes
found . As we Proceec’ed up the sloPe the ground be-
came somewhat rock}j and broken. We Paused brieﬂy at
a rock line then began to give fire. The rangers and
Iights rushed the abatis Iooking for ways to pass. Re-
ceiving hcavy fire from the native and milice, we }chan to
fall back . At this time the Cormccticut and New York
Provincials followed bg the Massachusetts Provincials,
Passec{ our line and Plungec{ in to the assault. A{:tcr re~
grouping, the Rangcrs and Lights re_joinccl the attack,
Mang,

inc|ucling mgscl{ became casualties trappecl in this for-

working our way into the maze of fallen trees.

est. Thosc who found their way thru were met with a dev-
astating fire from the [rench line.  As quick15 as it
started the battle was over.

Fort Ticonderoga current13 has no Plans for an
event next year. Thc management has established a 2-
year rotating schedule of events which does not Provicle
for a 2018 event. | questionecl the site’s director for
interPretation on this, wlﬂg not a 260th? Since then he
has apParent13 sPoken with some of the keg reenactors
in the arca and there is now consideration for a Possible
event. Since | know many of these People | will of course
keep mgse” involved.

Those of us present all agreecl that this event is
worth the effort. Angone attencling needs to aPProach it
as a Z~clag trek carrying on13 the essential gear with units
being broken into small squac{ messes. . | will forward new
information as it becomes available if there is to be a

2018 event.

Sustenance and [ ibation

Grog
Submittecl by Rangcr Darry!ee Foertsch, Ohio Company

T o take the foul taste from the water within the rum ra-
tion, citrusjuice of lime orlemon was added. An interest-
ing result was that the sailors were healthier. Now we
know that it was due to the dose of vitamin ( that pre-

V@ﬂtéd SCUFV!j anc{ other c{iseases.

Pusser's rcciPc:
httP://www.Pussers.com/t~rum.ast
U 2 parts water

° i Par‘t Fusscr‘s Rum

. Lime)uice to taste

. Dark cane sugar to taste

Rum Ration

2 Gill or 1,/2 pint was issued daily to sailors since 1655.
Official regulations of the Rogal Nav3 change this in
1765 where tl’lefj mixeda 1,/2 Pint (one cuP> of rum with
one quart of water. | his was then issued in two servings
a dag. One before noon and one after the end of the
working clag‘

FAUXJOURNAL
of an E_nsign

INTRODUCTION:

find rumor and false news headlines are commonplace,
T hat befng said, the editor and Publislﬂer decided that a

little humor every now and then would bring a smile to

Jn these troubling times, we

everyone's face. So we agree& to put this article in our
Journal based on the antics of members of the Ncw
York Company. The Publisher (T homas Frag) has a

giFt with words so we l’lOPC you en_jog these short stories.

March 20, 1760—5able River

7 his daﬂ we did tarry the morn rc/oac,éing. [_ong nar-
row va//cy of sand and Hat fand suround'd /75 steep hills
for & more miles. K/’v@r shallow. /\/o batto could travel lest
dragged up. No sign of French or 5auvage‘ A few
tracks of deerbut naug/n‘ else. /D rivates MI//B/‘GI and
Skellen a/ong with 551’ (oirin on advance ahead of main

/: AUX JOUKNA L - continued on next pasge
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FAUXJOL/KNAL .. continued from /Drcv/ous pasge
party. Good men to have. A 56/gantposiﬁon for both

or more should 5loacc occur / am sure. 7—/76/}‘ merit must
be seen and the same with 5gt (oirin to advance. Many
are the gooa/ who elect to other reg/}nents.bcna/ after
bend in this torturous river. Calot /<n/'t/5 and his on other
side advance slow. Mid c{aﬂ we stop na va//@y with steep
sand banks on the /\/ort/z and mountains close on East
side. [ he river filled more with boulders. Calot. Zabo/ﬂ
draws the va//ey as we have a re/oast of cheese. / had
savid my chocolate and it did refresh me more. 7T his
would be gooc/ fand if not skulked 5ﬂ /: rench and 5au~
vages t/70u5/7 no s{gn other then the abandent camp.
T he river shallow. Captafn K nitis and §gt Cireen with
Paf‘ty _/b/n and remark of hardness of travelled on East
side. /t is decid'd to st.ay foget/zcn We pass to where

river now [Forks.

We build shelters for n{g/lzt Ca/of K nitis and Ca/of.
Zabo/ﬂ tell us West branch is Capt. Tutes [ast year
Tﬁey /o/an to send a /oany East L‘/‘lougﬁ to ex-
P/ore a few miles. Capt‘ Za[)o/ﬂ draws more and shows

route .

me the wonders he has Proa/ucec/ ﬁy charcoal and qui//
Onc‘ can turn the pasges and travel ourj’ourneﬂ and still
sit Ey a tire with food and drink su)[[er/ng no aches. [Fe
tells me somcalay pco/o/c‘ will revisit here and follow these
maps but we must win this YWar to throw out the meddle-
some f: rench for the 5auvagc‘5 wouldst be managcaé/@ if
not for them. Brcac/, beete and rice ouer meal. /Put some
Powa’cr’ g/ngcr i my K um to ease my ache. /4 button lost
from a Pocéct and a missing fint. [ hus ends this not/ﬁng
spccfa/ a/aﬂ.

Ens{gn 7 homas [ ray
March 21st 1760
T he Sable River Forks

W/7//5t the rest of the arty rests and tarries on the
West Pranch of the Sable Kiver/, with 551’ Gireen,
and the /D rivates M/’//ara/ and E vans are sent up the East
channel ordered to cxp/ore for no more then five /\//3/@5‘
Ca/ot Za[)o/y gives me qu//[ /'né, and /oarc/nﬂcnt paper of
three /oieces, / am ordere’d to record what / see and draw
any Polhts of interest. e Procca’ca/. 7 he river shallow
and narrow filled with boulders. /cc /Dreab’n‘g up so we
trave/ /qg/z sand bank then rock /@c/ges and a/or/g river
ca/gc. At m/a/a/ay we have travelled 3 miles and see noth-
ng c/zang@c/. Sand banks in va//cy, more boulders and
river still shallow. A meadow on west side. River must
Hood and wash away any growt/z. / send Ior/'va te M///ard to
Wcsf Banﬁ bcyona/ meadow to view ahead. /’/@ rcports
the river goes 5trag/1t into a wide va//cy. We continue.
W/78f to draw and /‘cport but trees, éou/a/crs, and sand

Kest at five miles in va//cy surouned bﬂ mountains. A
meal of Ioarc/ﬂ corn and some tutf dried beef. Pt [ vans
r@maréedmaﬂﬁc Ca/DtZa/Do/y was rite about eaten bark
off a tree-this beef is hard und c//y §ti// we eat it for
there is naug//t else. We return wet and tired for the c/ay
/s warm and the snow melts. A// have wet socks, /c%fngs,
and moccasins to c/ry / 7’av/ng fallen some of us have wet
breeches also. We return near dark to find the others
bo//ing a deer s00p. Wc had herd no musket shot but
were told 5gt Coirin and Frivate Skellen had found it
fresh dron'd and frozen éﬂ the river ca/gc. 7_/765 had
Pritt the haunches back. Some meat bein broiled on
sticks some in soop. (_apt. Knitis reminded us that
s00ps were better for our health but Ca/of. Zabo/ﬂ says
this meat on a stick taste Aca/t/y even more.. YWe laff
/zcan‘/\/y for as rankin officer that is a /orovca/ and we'd
set to eatin and c/ry/ng clothes. JHalf naked but in a blan-
ket and /ong shirt with meat in ouer hands and grease on
ouer faces. | here is P/cmy of soop and more chocolate

with Rum.. A gooc/ c/ay forall
Ens{gn 7 homas [ ray

1760 Battle of Foint au Fer site

Submittcd bg E_nsign Thomas Frag
New York Compang

These were found a|ong what is believed to be the
French and Native retreat route from the flank attack by

Farrington and his men.

TOP, leftto rigl'it. Muskctba", two l:rench Buttons

Bottom, left to ﬁght. bn’tisl’: Spa" CJunﬂint, Flain button, Domccl
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Two Arguments in [Favor of Ranging in Moccasins
Part 1

Submitted bg Rar\ger | ouis T ramelli, Michigan Company

The purpose of this article is examine the use of
moccasins bg 18th c rangers. Be]core we get any
deePer, let me clarhcg that | am not claiming all rangers
wore moccasins, or that all ranger reenactors should be
wearing them. T here is abundant evidence that many

rangers had shoes at certain times.

What we are going to touch on is the documentation
for moccasins and a few of the reasons they are suPerior
to shoes for reconnoiterfng. T}‘ne two reason are there
superiorit9 for cold weather oPerations} and the mini-
mized sign or evidence left for enemy trackers to dis-

cover.

OF the two concepts” the demands of cold weather
operations are more familiar so we can begin there. Nu-
merous sources document the effects of extreme
weather on 18th mi[itarg forces. | he fact that con-
ventional offensive oPeration traditiona”g ceased is well
known. A signhcicant part of the Rangers’ innovative
effectiveness was due to their wi”ingness and abi!itg op-
erate  while the regulars remained in winter garrison.
OHC Prominent examP[e of the need for winter footwear
was detailed in a clisPatch to [t. F dward from a make-
shift camp at Sabbath Dag Point and carried 133 [t
Tute.

Sir - | would inform you that sixtg |ndians, in
two Parties, have gone toward I:or't Edwarcl and
5aratoga, and | fear thcy will strike a blow before
this reaches you. Mr Brheme the engineer has com-
Plctecl his business agrecablg to his orders, since
which ] have taken and clestrogecl several of the en-
emy near Ticonderoga, as the bearer will inform.
The Mohawks behaved well and ventured within
Pistol shot of the fort. T he weather is cxtrcmcly
severe and we are comPe”cd to carry some of our
men whose feet are frozen.

Yours, &c,

K. Rogcrs
NB Two thirds of my detachment have frozen their feet.

~Memoir & Ogicia] Correspondence of Genera] Stark pg 2.

755 o /;{afz/ /)r///ft/) % (/4// £ %fﬂ{z// /?17;%(4/ — P?r ¢
/ %.4)19@(}/ (/@H(g/)% //{//.; 2’
Bl Crp font Bons L /P
S "':\”Law(z/f« _*(’77,/- = - »2—@ -
,. SN/ g B
MBI R g ORI T L e e
w3238 “ Vn ﬁ/ﬁf;nlzﬂw ______ LY Liu // (9

Manuscripts and Archives Division, The New York Public Librarg.
“[Rogers, Robert]. To Captain Robert Rogers“Tl—ne New York Fub—
lic Librarg Digita] Co”ectiona 1755. httP://
digita]co”ectionsAnHPl.org/items/ljbﬁbZ1 20-387c-013%-e57 1~
00505686di4e

While this c{isPatdﬂ identifies the need for imProve&
winter footwear, it doesn’t tell us what the men with frozen
feet were wearing or Pre{:ered‘ Giiven that it was a mixed
group of regulars, rangers and Mohawks, it may be safe
to assume that shoes and varied moccasins were Present.
Other documents however, clearlg indicate moccasins as
the Pre{:erec{ winter footwear for ranging‘ One of
Robert Kogers c]ot!’ring receipts from 1755 documents
his Purchase of Moccasins a|ong with other \Winter items.

Similarly the Gage FaPers contain a signigicant
amount of correspondence indicating that moccasins and
socks were being requested and delivered sPeciFicallg for
winter Kanging‘ A Januarg 1759 order (Permec{ my
MonnegPenn5>
posts along the [Hudson River” that « A third of your

garrison is to be trained to go into the Woods when nec-

instructs “Commanclers at Several

essary, on which account snowshoes, Ieg,g,ins, moccasins,
5ocl<s, walistcoats, woolen glovcs and caps will be sent
them.” Flease note that this list of items is mentioned

rePeatedlg as the kit required for winter woods service.

(Thomas Gage FaPers Letter Books & Accounts

box 1 volume 1. Letter #Z)

For those of us accustomed to modern winter boots,

its not difficult to understand whg i8th C shoes were a

MOC5 - continued on next pasge
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MOC C5 - continued from Prevlbus pasge

poor choice for winter opcrations. Similar to a modern
dress shoe in construction,, theg are unlined and Prcciude
the use of additional foot insulation, and take signhcicant
time to clry. |n addition, theﬂ are very slick on sliPPcrg
surfaces, and are bulky to Pack. (ontrast this with per-
haps the most detailed quote regarding 18th C winter

moccasins:.

...... these sliPPcrs are gcncra”y made of the skin of
bcavcr, ch, ca|1c, shccP, or other P|iant lcathcr, half
dressed: each Mo&gosan is of one intire Piccc,J’oinccl or
sewed up the middle of the vamp, and closed behind like
the quarters of a shoe; thcy have no additional sole or
hchPiccc, and must be used with three or four frize
socks, or folds of thick flannel wrapt around the foot;
thcy are tied on the instcP with tl-nongs of the save
leather, which are fastened to thc_joining behind, and run
through the upper Part of the quartcrs; tl-lcy are exceed-
ing|3 warm, and much fitter for the winters of this country

than our l:_uroPcan shoe..

~\)ohn K nox, An historica]journal of the camPaigns in
North America ... Vol] PgBi

Regarc”ess of whether Knox is c{escribing an over-
sized center-seam or sometl’xing s|ig}'1t15 different, he indi-
cates theg are Pliant, half-dressed, without an added sole,
and sized to wear over multip|e Pair of socks. T his type of
construction is suPerior for cold weather operations be-
cause it allows the feet to be sugicfentlg insulated with
wool. This “footwear system” of moccasin and mu|tiP|e
socks also has the benefit of bcing able to be removed
and swaPPcd out when wet without removing ones |cg~
gings, is easi[3 seParab!e for raPicl drging, and is leas cum-
bersome than multiple Pairs of shoes and knit stocl(ings.
[From a |ogistical stanclpoint, thcy seem to have been pre
made in standard sizes Prior to Purclﬁase and shipping‘

Du{y Notccf

BACKGROUND
The Kangers of Major Rogers ComPanies per-
formed various duties for the British army. 5couting

was foremost as was information gathering, obtaining

Prisoners, and kceping the French occuPicc[ with their

movements. The also were escorts and many times

guards for both Frovincial and chu|ar soldiers. Tlﬂeg
Protectec] Worl( crews that gathere& SPruce, built ba~
teaux, cut Firewood, or made roads. ]t was the Kanger
presence and saFetg Provicled bg them that allowed this
work to progress. These Dulg Noted writings attest to

their value.

“Camp at Rays Town September 26 1758

“John Doyle, a Soldier in Captain Patterson’s Company in the
Pennsylvania Regt, is to be shot to Death for Desertion.”

I walk’d with him to the Place of Execution, surrounded by a
strong Guard. He behav’d with uncommon Resolution; exhorted his
Brother-Soldiers to take Example by his Misfortunes; To live sober
Lives; to beware of bad Company; to shun pretended Friends, &
loose wicked Companions, “‘who, says, he, will treat you with Civility
& great Kindness over a Bottle; but will deceive & ruin you behind
your Backs,” But above all he charg’d them never to desert. When
he saw the Six Men that were to shoot him, he enquir’d if they were
good Marks-Men; and immediately strip’d off his Coat, open’d his
Breast, kneel'd down, & said “Come Fellow-Soldiers, advance near
me, do your Office well, point at my Heart, for God’s Sake do not
miss me, & take Care not to disfigure me.” He would suffer no
Handkerchief to be ty’d over his Face, but look’d at his Executioners
to the last, who advanc’d so near him that the Muzzles of their Guns
were within a Foot of his Body. Upon a Signal from the Serjeant
Major they fir'd, but shot so low that his Bowels fell out, his Shirt
& Breeches were all on Fire, & he tumbled upon his Side; rais'd one
Arm 2 or 3 Times, & soon expir’d. A shocking Spectakle to all around
him; & a striking Example to his Fellow Soldiers®

EPILOGUE

(Forbes orderly book, September 28, 1748, Toner Manuscript
Collection, Library of Congress.)

As the late example of Doyle who was shot to Death for Desertion
by Sentence of a Gen' Court Martial & the Clemency shown the
others will it is hoped have a good effect upon the rest of the
Army in preventing that Scandalous & infamous crime of Desertion

Boston News l_cttcr Octobcr 4,1759

There is evidence that Rogers‘ Kangers in all thea-
ters of action wore this same uniform c{uring the re-
maining three years of the war. T he continual use of
the |ndian Icggir\gs, leather mocassins and breeches
is established by the Fo”owing notes of the Poston
News Lettcrucor October 4,1759:

| astweek the boc{y of a man was found in the Kiver
near Dunstable; it is thot it had been drowned
sometime; the Boc{y was naked, cxccptlhg a Ioair of
Indian 5toc,él'ngs on his /cgs and moccasens on his
feet: by which it is Iorobab/c he was one of the men
/atc/y deserted from Kogcrs’ Kangcrs. i
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