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ln Memoriam

Jn Mcmory
of
Jamcs (Brownie) Brown
1956 ~2019

CaPtain - Lt. Jamcs Brown, common15 known as
“Brownie” to the members of Schroth’s New York
Compang, died uncxpcctantlg on Julg 5, 2019.
Brownie was 63 years old. e had completed the
breakfast meal with his wife, Cl’lcrgl, that morning at the
French and |ndian War Encampment at [Tort Niagara.
[He went to be with the | ord later that dag whilst cloing
his service as a pastor.

The Picture shows _Jim at a reenactment as a
Rogers, Ranger ~ New York Compang, Jaeger’s Bat-
talion of Rangcrs. Jim was a central force in the New

York Compang. [1e was a coo!(, so|c!ier, weapons mas-

ter, “arms” dca|cr, friend pastor, educator and a goocl
husband to his wife, Chergl, and dedicated to his xcamflg.

Jims passing left a large space within our unit.
[However, he is great|3 remembered through FriendshiP,
|eadership, he|Per, mentor great to be around, Ioving to
others and of coarse, a dichard reenactor.

Brownie was with the Pattalion/New York Com-
pany since 1997. [He was involved before us in other
groups. [He was a central Figure at [Tort Niagara Reen-
He led many a reenactor there. He did

French and |ndian War, Revolutionarﬂ War, War of
1812, treker, Sailor, gun rePair, and sultlery of Arms.

actments.

James Prown is already missed }39 his fellow sol-

diers. We are confident of his new role in service to the

Savior, in Glory. James, “T ake Carel”

Bg Dan Schrot!ﬁ, CaPtain
Schroth’s New York ComPan3
His Ma_jestg’s ]nc{ePendent Companies of Rangers

TI’IC Bat‘tlc Ncar OH I:ort Annc

Bg James Dauthrich, Serjeant
Michigar\ ComPangg SR#io

“The 27th another party of the enemy fell upon a
convoy of waggoners between I:ort E_dwarc{ and Ha|F~
Way Brook, and killed 116 men, sixteen or which were
Rangcrs. Jn Pursuit of this party, with a design to inter-
cePt their retreat, ] was ordered to embark the 18th with

700 men; the enemy however escaped me, and in my return

Battle - continued on page 6
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From the Ac!jutant’s Dcsk

Futnum’s Capturc

We”, it'd hard to believe that the sunny and warm, if
not blaziﬂg hot summer is coming to an end. As the sea-
sons chaﬂge, so we find ourselves in a Pcriod of transition

with the New Year bring several changcs‘

With a dwinc”ing number of Paid subscriptions, and
rising cost of Printfng and postage, we are aPProachfng
the end of a Printe& paper edition of the Pattalion Jour-
nal. T he editor and Pub[isl’ler have worked hard over the
past few years, in keeping up with this task. [Fven with
the transition to an electronic Journal, lessening some of
the requirements, the need for articles and other materials
is stil great. | hope our membersl'ﬁp will continue to submit

works of interest in the future.

Other tl‘nings you can expect sece will be some
c)‘wanges in the Iagout of the Pattalion website. \WWhat we
would like is to have a Public page with aPProPriate infor-
mation for those who are interested in Kogers’ Rangers

and Possib|9 _joining us, and a mcmbcrship only access
pages.

The abilit3 to exchange information secem to be a
constant question. In the Past the 3ahoo group page,
Battalion DisPatc}w, served this purpose. [However, fewer
Pcople are using it and the technical support in maintain-
ing the system is Fa”ing behind. One Possibi]it}j is to cre~
ate a membership onlg Face Book page. ] know thatjust
send a shocking chill down many folks spinc. This is on!y

a consideration and we are exploring various avenues.

Lastlg, ]’ve been busg restructuring and the Bat’cal—
ion Manual. Correcting the font and Formatting the vari-
ous ’coPic cl’uaptcrs and uPclating information. | his has
somewhat hampercc{ my response in gctting documents

out.

On the gooc{ note, event returns continue to flow in
as do the number of new persons requcsting for member-
ship. |f anyone wished to address any of the topics pre-

sented a}.)ove, do not hesitate to contact me.

] remain, Your Humble SCr\/ant.
Timothg Gireen, CaPtaimAcﬁutant

p— 8 w ﬁ,.'—‘g —_——.

Submitted bg Ensign Thomas Frag
Battalion Journal Publisher

The Fo"owing article is taken from the book |srael Putnam,
Fionccr, Rangcr: and Major-Gcncra/ by William Farrand
Livingston, The Knickerbocker Press, 1901.

On the morning of August 8th, 1758 cluring the
French and |ndian War, the English dccamPccl, not
aware that four hundred and 1Ci{:t3 f:rcnch and ]ndians
|a3 in a dense growth of thickets, PrcParing to surPrisc
them.

Wc bcaan our marc/‘l Kodcrs writes, ”

or /D utnam
with a /oartﬂ of /D rova/a/s marc/ung n t/Q/ )[rom‘, my
Kandcrs in the rear, Ca t. Daéc// with the rcgu/ars i
the centre, the other of;[/bers su/'tab/ﬂ a//'s/oosca/ among
the men, Z?C/ng in numher 530, exclusive of officers, a

number /zav/ng 53 Jeave returned home the a’a\g before.
Ambusl‘lcc]

Futnam, at the head of the Iong and narrow Iine, and
with the (Connecticut men under his immediate com-
mand had Proceec{ed three-fourths of a mi!e and was
Just emergmg from the thlclcebgrowth to enter the forest
bcgond when gc”s and wl’xoops rent the air, and the
enemy began a furious onslaught Thc surPrlsec{ but
undaunted Ma'or l‘naltcc], returned the Fire, and Passcc{
the word for the other divisions to advance to his sup-

Port‘ ”I brougl‘nt my Peoplc into as

goocl order as Possi-
ble, says Rogers, who was some distance behind,"
Capt‘ Dawn ill the centre, and the rangers on the riglﬂt,
with Col. Fartriclge‘s 1ight inFantr\lj; on the left was

Capt‘ Gfddingrs, of the Poston troops, with his peo-
16.”
p

Futnam caPturch

Mcanwl’uile, a |arge and PowerFul Cauglmawaga chief
had sprung upon the brave leader at the front. in the
fierce hand-to-hand Figlﬁt, Futnam Pressecl the muzzle of
his gun against his assailant's breast, but the weapon

missed fire. With a , the |ndian Warrior
clutched his defenseless victim, and, brandishing his

IOUd war~whoo

hatchet over him, compe”ec! him to surrender. Futnam

F utnum’s Caloture ... continued on next page
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F utnum’s Capt‘urc ... continued from Prcv/ous page

was clraggec[ back into the forest and lashed fast to a
tree. Then his caPtor returned to the battle. Tl’lﬁ Con~
necticut men, dcprived of the insPiring presence of their
PrinciPa| officer, had retreated among the thickets in
confusion, but were soon reinforced by the men who had

ressed their way througl’l the bushes and brierg under-
growth from the rear. Having quici(!g rallied with this aid,
tlweg checked the advancing enemy. ]ndced, thcg suc~
ceeded in Forcing them back begoncl the spot where the
action had begun. Owing to this changc of battlcground,
the tree to which Putnam was tied was direct13 between
the fires of the combatants. Tl"lé account bg Humphregs
of the Prisoner‘s Perilous exPeriences is of sPecfal inter-
est, not orx|3 because he had the facts from Futnam him-
sclf, but also because, as the historian Parkman says, he

seems to give the story with sub-

stantial correctness. His version
the earliest that we have - must be |
the basis of any other account. |
Humphreys describes Futnam‘s {\
hclPIcssness cluring the battle thus: ==

Putnam Tied to | ree

1T he balls flew inccssantlg from either side, many struck
the tree, while some Passec{ tlﬁrough the sleeves and
skirts of his coat. |n this state oneoParclg, unable to
move his bodg, or to stir his limbs, or even to incline his
head, he remained more than an hour So equa”g bal-
anced, and so obstinate was the Fightl At one moment,
while the battle swerved in favour of the enemy, a young
savage chose an odd way of cliscovering his humour [e
found Putnam hound. e might have dispatched him at a
blow. But he loved better to excite the terrors qF the
Prisono; }33 hurh’ng a tomahawk at his bead, or rather it
should seem that his object wads- to see how near he
could throw it without touching him - the weapon struck in
the tree a number of times at hair's breadth distance from
the mark. ffihen the |ndian had finished his amusement, a
Frencl‘n officer (a much more inveterate savage by nature,
though descended from so humane and Polished a na-
tion) Pcrcciving Putnam, came up to him, and, Ieve|ing a
fuse within a jbot of his breast, attempted to discl’largc it
- it missed fire. ]neﬁcectuaug did the intended victim solicit
the treatment due to his situation }35 rePeatfng that he
was a Prisoncr of war. T he dcgeneratc Frenchman did
not understand the !anguage honour or q]c nature.i deaf
to their voice, and dead to scnsibilitg, he violentlg, and
repeatec”g, Pushed the muzzle of his gun against Plitnams
ribs, and Fina”g gave him a cruel blow on thcjaw with the

butt-end of his Piece. After this clastarc”g deed he left
him.#

Our thanks to A] who Providcd this map and
Plﬁotograph of the lsrea] Futnum P]aquc in
Crown Foint) New York.

Baﬁ:lc Ragcs On

ln the battle that raged not far away, the scene of which
had again shifted, the Englis!‘) were still making an heroic
resistance. Some of them Fouglﬁt in open view; others
fired from behind trees. At last the Canadians gave way,
sixty of them cleserting Marie at a critical moment. * | his
somewhat astonished the |ndians,” accorc{ing to the
Frencl’x account of the battle, "and Prcvented that brave
officer from c{eriving all the advantage fivm the circum-
stance.” Having found that more of his men were lcaving
him and that "the English vivre too numerous to be
forced,” Marin ordered his wounded to be removed and
withdrew all his force. T he battle had lasted almost two
hours. Fort5~ninc of the English had been killed. [t was
rePortecl soon afterwards that the enemy lost more than
twice that number. | he Englisl’x buried all their own dead
and made litters of branches with which to carry their
wounded comrades. Then theg resumed the march south-
ward which had been tragica”g interruPtcd, and reached
Fort |~ dward the next clag. Futnam in the meantime was
Faring ill in the hands of savages, For his adventures in
captivitg, Humphrcgs again is the authority. This is the
storg of what lﬁappenecl at the close of the battle. as he

recorded it from the herols own narration:

As they (the enemy/ were re?iring, FPutnam was untied bg
the [ndian who had made him Prisoner, and whom he after-

F utnum’s Caloture ... continued on next page
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/> utnum’s Caf)tur‘c ... continued from Previous page

wards called master: Having been conducted for sPine
distance from the Piacc or action, he was striPPcd of his
coat, vest, stoci(ings and shoes; loaded with as many of
the Packs of the wounded as could be piled upon him;
strongig Pinioneci, an his wrists tied as closelg togetl’ler as
thcg could be Pu”cd with a conl, iffter he had marched
through no Pieasant Pativs in this Paimcul manner, for
many a tedious mile, the arty (who were excessive13 fa-
tigucci) halted to breathe. His hands were now immoder-
atelg slrvelled from the tigl’ltness of the ligature; and the
Pain had become intolerable. His feet were so much
scratcheci, that the blood c]roPPeci _Mst from them. E_x-
hausted with bearing a burden above his strengtiﬁ, aid
frantic with torments exquisite begonci endurance, he
entreated the |rish intcrpretcr to imP|ore, as the last and
oni3 grace he desired of the savages, that theg would
knock him on the head and take his sca|P at once., or
loose his hands. A [rench olficel; instant interPosing,
ordered his hands to he unbound and some qr the Packs
to be taken off Bg this time the |ndian wbo caP’cureci him
and who had been absent with the wounded, coming up
gave him a Pair of “inoccasins, and cxPrcssed great inciig—
nation at the unworthij treatment his Prisoner had
stugercci. Tl’la’c savage chief again returned to the care
of the wounded, and the |ndians, about two hundred in
number, went before the rest of the Partg to the Piace
where the whole were that nigi‘nt to encamp. They took
with them Major Putnam, on whom, besides innumerable
other outrages, theg had the barbarit3 to inflict a deeP
wound |vith a toinahawk, ire the left cheek.” Ti’xe mark of
this blow Putnan is said to have borne ti’xrougl’r life. "A__
cieep scar on the cheek of that veteran WarriO];" says
Abiel [Holmes in his Armais ofilinerica, in rciccrring to this
incident, "is well remembered by the wrier, who believes it
was the wound inflicted i)g the tomahawk,”

Now comes the most tragic scene of the clay in Futnam’s
eventful caPtivitQ. We can casilg imagine the absorbing
interest with which Humpi‘:rcgs listened to the tale of
thorror" [e has given us this description of what the |n-

dians Piarmcci for their victim:

Encmg tries to Burn Putnam Alive

”]t was determined to roast him alive. For this purpose
ti’zcg led him into a dark forest, striPPed him naked, bound
him to a tree, and Piied cirg brush, with other fur, at a
small distance, in a circle round him. Theg accompanicci
their labours, as if for his funeral dirgc, with screams and
sounds inimitable but bg savage voices. Then theg set

the Piics on fire. A sudden &Dower dampcd the rising
flame. Sl theg strove to kindle it, until, at last, the blaze
ran Fierceiy round the circle, Major Futnam soon began
to feel the scorching heat. His ijwancis were so tied that
he could move his i)oclg. He often shifted sides as the
fire aPProachec]‘ This sight, at the very idea of which all
but savages must shudder, afforded the i‘iighest diver-
sion to his inhuman tormentors, who demonstrated the
delirium of tl’leirjog 133 corresponc’ent 36”5, dances, and
gesticuiations, He saw cieariy that his final boor was
inevitaijig come |nc summoned all his resolution and com-
Poscc] his mind, as far as the circumstances could admit,
to bid an eternal farewell to all lie held most dear. T o quit
the world would 5carce|3 have cost a single pang but for
the idea of i’lome, for the remembrance of domestic en-
ciearments, of the affectionate Par‘tner of his soui, and of

their beloved ogspring.“

Accorcling to tradition this is the tree to
which ]sracl Futnam was tied

RESCUE OF MAJOR PUTNAM.

Uriexpecteci deliverance came to Putnam in his torturous
and dire situation, for - to continue the ear|3 narrative -~
"a /:rcncﬁ officer rushed tﬁrou‘gﬁ the crowds o/ocncd a
way zéy scai’i'cr/ng the burn/ng brands and unbound the
victim. [t was /\//o/ang [Marin] himself - to whom a savage,
unw////n(g,r to see another human sacrifice immolated, had

run and communicated the i'/d/'ngs. 7_/731' commandant

F utnum’s Caloturc ... continued on next page



Vol. 201 9-0%

T he Pattalion Journal

Fagc 6

/> utnum’s Capturc ... continued from /orev/ous page

5Iournec/ and 5cverc{g rcpr/manc/ec/ the barbarians, whose
nocturnal powwas and hellish orgies he 5uda/cn(g ended.
Futnam did not want for /cc//n‘g or gratituc/e. 7 he
[French commander, )[c.arfng to trust him alone with them,
remained until he could deliver him in sa[ctﬂ into the
hands of his master.”

) —  — e -
R ——
Bai't/c ...continued from pasge 7

home on the 31 St, ] was met }33 an express from the Gen~
eral, with orders to march with 700 men South and [ ast
Balj, and return 133 way of ]:ort Ec{warc{, in the prosecu-
tion of which orders nothing very material haPPened till
the 8“1 of August; in our return, earlfj in the morning of
which c{ay, we decamPed from the P|ace where ]:ort Anne
stood; and began our march, Major Putnam with a party
of Provincials marc}wing in the front, my Rangers in the
rear, Capt. Da|3e” with the regulars in the center, the
other officers suitabl9 disposed among the men, being in
number 5%0, exclusive of officers( a number having b}j
leave returned home the dafj be)core.) Axcter marching
about three~quarters of a mile, a fire begun with five hun-
dred of the enemy in the front; | brouglﬁt my Peop[e into a
gooc{ order as Possible, CaPt Dalge” in the center, and
the Rangers on the right, with Col. F’artric{ge’s Iight infan-
try; on the left was CaPt. Gidding’s of the Poston troop
with his People, and Major Putnam being in the front of
his men when the fire began, the enemy rusl’ling in, took
him, one | ieutenant, and two others, Prisoncrs, and con-
siclerablg disordered others of the Partg, who afterwards
rallied and did service, Par’cicularlg | jeutenant Durkee,
who notwithstanding two wounds, one in his t!’zigl‘n, the
other in his wrist, cht in the action the whole time, en-
couraging his men with great earnestness and resolution.
Capt. Dalgc” with Gage’s |ig}’1t imcantry, and | ijeut. E_9~
ers of the ‘Hjh regiment, behaved with great bravcrﬂ, theg
bcing in the center, where was at first the hottest fire,
which afterwards fell to the right where the Kangcrs were,
and where the enemy made four different at’cacks; in
s!’ror’c, officers and soldiers tl'lrouglﬁout the detachment
behaved with such vigour the enemy and obligecl them to
retreat, which tl’xeg did with such caution in small scatter-
ing Parties, as gave us no great opportunitg to distress
them bg Pursuit: we kept the field and buried our dead.

When the action was over, we had missing thtyﬂcour men,
which twenty-one of which afterwards came in, being
separated from us while the action continued. T he en-
emy loss was 199 killed on the spot, several of which were
|ndian*. We arrived at [Fort | dward on the 9th, }Jeing met
at some distance from it bg (Col. Provost, with a party of
300, and refreshments for the wouncled, which I had de-
sired }35 an express sent before. (*bg a detachment that
went out a]Cterwarc{s, Figtg more of the enemy were found
dead near the Place of action.)”’

To l(eep this part of the report casier to read, |
will list two books and their pages where you may find
much more information and journal entries. [First: | he
Annotatecl and I”ustratecl Joumals of Major Robert
Rogers, 135 Timothfj J T odish. Starting around page
131 and encling around Page]‘ké‘ Second: A T rue
Ranger: The |ife and Man3 Wars OF Major Robert
Rogcrs, }35 Garg Stcpl‘wen Zabob‘ Startir\g on cl‘nap’ccr
27, “COME. (F, YOU FRENCH DOGSY
Fagc 2%8.

What | Founcljust quicug |ool<ing up Fort Anne
on line. “T he site of a fortified Bri’cish camp in 1690 dur-
ing King Wi”iam’s War, on the origina| portage to Lakc
Champlafn from the Hudson River. |n 1692 the site was
again used bg the Pritish on their way to (Canada, build-
ing the first fort here, Old Stone [Tort (1), which was
rca”g a roug!‘) carthwork. ]n 1709 f:ort SC}‘wuglcr (i) was
built at the site. [t was a Palisaclccl work, about 140 feet
square, with two Iog }Darracics, and 20400t square block-
house at ecach corner. ]t was burned down that same year.
]n 1711 the fort was rebuilt and named decn’s Fort
(5), then renamed Fort Arme upon comPIction‘ ]t was

abandoned in 1712 when reinforcements failed to arrive

to drive back the [French.”2

] had heard about “The Battlc Near Olcl I:ort
Anne” on Kogers Rangcrs of Michigan’s Face Pook
page. Having onlg gone cast to one other event in Ncw
York state, which was Old Fort Niagara in 2017. |
thought it was l‘n’gl’l time | go to where Ma_jor Kogers
spent most of his time during the French and |ndian War
(Tlﬂe Seven Years War). Tl’;e dates for the event were
Julfj Z7t!’; and 28th. [t would take me almost fifteen hours
of driving to [Tort Ann, New York. | did not drive
through (Canada, which would have cut my dive time in
half. On Fric{ag Ju|3 26th around i:§OPm I stoppecl at

Batt/c ... continued on next pase
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Rogers ]s|ancl in I:ort E_c{ward, New York. ] could not go
to New York without at least stoPPing to see the visitors
center, and pay homage to our heritagc. l could only stag
about one-half hour, will be Planning on staying |onger
next time.

l needed to getto For‘t Arm to set up camp and
Fina”ﬂ relax a little. | made to where the event was Being
held at, which wasjust outside of Fort Ann. |n a fair size
hag field, be hide the FMT buiiding. Found a gcntieman
of the 27th lnniski”ing who was kind cnough to show me
where ] may set up my tent. Sct up my tent, Put my car
into the Parking arca set up for re-enactors. \Was going

to go to town to eat dinner but my bed was ca”ing me.

Bed won!

UP at six am to make coffee and breakfast, | did
not kccp a fire there do to ] was the onlg Rangcr from
Micl‘nigan and | was offered bg three different groups to
us their fire. Not knowixig who | was the\zj where very
Frienc”g towards me. And even after theg found out who 1
was. Ho being the good Ranger that | am, | did a morning
scout. | scouted the trail that was to be use 133 the Prit-
ish forces and scouted the wood line where the Native
and the Frenclﬁ may come from. ] also walked most of the
Perimeter of the hag field, | alwags like to know an area
that | am going to do battle in. | asked if | could come to
officer's call because the ear13 morning scout Uust com-
Pletec{. They were happg with the rePort 1 gave, but they
where not going to go quitc so far into the woods or the
Public would not be able to see the battle.

Thc battle for both Saturday and Sundag
were at 1 pm. Being that the [Trench and Natives did not
have enough, the power to be had Speakman’s Kangers,
New Your ComPang fall out with them (] fell out with
Speakman’s Rangers).

Satur&ay’s battle had the Pritish forces coming
out of the trail that l had scouted out earlier into an open
field. CaPtain Rob [rasier of the 1st (Connecticut Pro-
vincial Kegiment, Lyman’s Company P|agcc{ Meajor Put-
nam. Who was grabbed bg the natives and hulled away,
then the Firing started! Which lasted about ten minutes or
50, which the British forces Pushcd the French and Na-
tive forces off the field.

Went back and cleaned my rifle and Spcak-

man’s Kangcrs offered me lunch, which | did do and
thanked them very much. It was hot and muggy and a cou-

Ple of sutlers where there, which is a|wa95 good‘ | had din-
ner with SPeakman’s Rangers, which thcy 50 kind[tj of-
fered to me. T he Saturdag night camplcire and storgteL
Iing got unc{erwag, and me being from Michigan and not
getting out [~ ast that muclﬁjust took it all in. T o bed }33

i]Pm.

Trail

v
€ o
23 X
-
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X
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X

Cut Hay Field

Small Trees
and brush

British, French and Native Car.npsi(

a

UP at 6am, had coffee and breakfast. Did some
more visiting till 12:45pm, fell out for our sa)cetg check
(which was also done on Saturday before the battle).
This time the French and Natives come out of the trail
that the Pritish had used on Saturdag. Major Putnam
(Rob Frasier) did not get capturcc{, instcac{just a toe to
toe vo”ey fire till the British Pushcc{ of off the field with
their bagonets. | had a lite lunch with Speakman’s Rang~
ers again. Then with some rain moving, in thcy said we

could leave at ZPm, norma”g it would have been "er ]

think.

Batt/c - continued on next page
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Bai’i’/c ... continued from Pr@vfous pasge

| want to give my thanks to: the 27tl’1 ]nniski”ing,
Speakman’s Rangers of New Yorl( and to ist Con~
necticut Provincial Kegiment, Lgman’s ComPa113 for
Putting up with me. T here were more units there, PBut |
did not get their information.

T his is the information that Rob [Frasier gave
me for next year. For 2020 we Plan to exPar\c] the event
and make it bigger and better with new scenarios and a
much better ac]vertising to get more Public. The event
will be held on the last weekend in June and if successful
it will be held every other year after that oPPosite Fort
William Henrg eventin | _ake George, New York. | think
for those who can make it, you will have a ball. And | am
trying my best to let other People know about it. | am
Planning on going back next year!

Sources:

i: Warfare On The Colonial American [Trontier: ] he
\)ournal of Major Robert Rogers & An Historical Ac-
count of the ExPcclitfon Against the Ol’xio |ndians in
the Ycar 1764, Urxc{cr the Commancl of chry Bou-
quet, E_sq‘ 59 Major Robert Rogers. T hird Frinting
APril 2001,

2: l‘nttps://www‘nortl‘namericangorts‘com/E_ast/ng‘html

F case /> om'a’gc

INTRODUCTION
SOmething that is both good and {:i”ing can be as

nourisl‘ning from the first serving until many clags later.
Pease Forridge, a thick Fea soup of 18th century fare,
was tasty the first dag it was made until it was tota”y con-
sumed. | he rhyme certainlg says it was still gooc{ in the
pot nine dags old. Good information about Kangers,
g[caned from past sources is much like the Fease For~
ric{ge.

ln the back pages of the Battalion Joumal are some
tasty bits of !(now|eclge that are still worth being used
and shared. As the Battalion grows and changes, with
new members }Jcing added, itis onlg right that we go back

into the Pot and Pu” out a tid-bit or two no matter how
old.

E_ditors Note: | have asked Lt Wulff Pcrmission to
rerun his excellent articles on “Rogcrs’ Rules for

Ra nging.”

Rogcrs Ru|cs Number Nine

“ff you are oé/{gcc/ to retreat, Jet the front of
your whole 5049 fire and fall back, #ill the rear
bath done the same, maéing for the best
grounc/ you carny; bﬂ this means you will ob//"gc
the enemy to pursue you, /'[t/mﬂ do it at all in
the face of a constant fire.” Wogcrs 55)

Rogcrs again stresses the need to maintain a con-
stant fire against your enemy. Rogers knows that }33
kcePing a witl’xcring fire against your enemy thcy would
find it very hard to Push against your formations, and
find it even harder to pursue your party if the enemy
Was forced to attack in the face OFa constant }Darrage
of lead. |n order to maintain this type of Fircpowcr, one
half of the Part9 must be loaded at all times. Tl‘IC regular
troops of both the Pritish and [Trench armies would fire
vo”cy‘s which would leave the entire force rcloading their
firelocks at the same time. [“ven l‘nig)‘wlg trained crack
troops would find it difficult to maintain three shots per
man in a minute due to a wide variety of circumstances
during the livar. T he qualit5 of the b]ackpowder used in
the 18111 century would result in a fouled barrel in your
firclock after on|3 a few shots. Tgpica”g as much as 30
to 50% of the Powclcr cl’xargc would be left behind in the
barrel of the musket as residue after s)’rooting‘ T his foul-
ing would build up shot after shot, slowing down even the
best trained troops so that theg migl’rt be onlg able to
get one shot off per minute. ]F all of your men are reload-
ing their muskets at the same time, the enemy may be able
to advance against and overwhelm gourlcormation before
the men have a chance to finish. Bg kecping one half of
your Partg loaded at all times you can Prcven’c the enemy
from gaining this ac’vantagc‘ |f tl’reg try to advance
against your party, tl’meg would be clofng it in the face °fa
constant wall of musket fire.

Kogers also orders his men fire at the enemy before
theg begfn )Ca”ing back tl’urouglﬁ the next half of the party.
By cloing this a strong formation of Rangers with loaded

Kangcr Ku/cs - continued on next page
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Kangcr Ku/cs - continued from pre vious pasge

muskets would always be Facing the Pursuing enemy.
SPCCC{ in reloading their muskets would be critical in case
of a hard Push bg the enemy. Most of the Rangcrs would
have Practicec] loading while moving, instead of Just
standing in one spot while the enemy advanced against
you like the Regular troops would. This Fircpower, com-
bined with the known marksmanship of the Rangcrs
would make the decision to pursuc the retreating Rang~
ers a difficult one. T his method of maintaining a constant
fire while retreating had been a common Practice for many
years on the colonial frontier. Ranger comPaﬂies, like
those under the command of Berjamin Church and
\)ol‘m Lovcwc”, were formed to Protcct the Englisl’u set-
tlements. | hese carly Ranger units used tactics like this
in their battles with raic{ing Partics of [French and |ndians.
Robert Rogcrs did not invent many of the tactics listed in
his Ranging Rules, but he }‘welpcc{ to Pchcct many of
them, often modhcﬂing them to fit the situation at hand.
This abilit3 to react to any given situation would become
a trademark of the Ranging comPanies under Kogers‘

Commanc{.

Pattalion .a/D/J//C.a tion:

/n the same way that we as can advance and /DUf
pressure against the enemy while maintaining a constant
fire with one half of our force Aoaded and held in reserve
at all times, we can also withdraw in an ora’cr/ﬂ retreat
mak/ng the enemy, /}[f/zc:y decide to pursue Ja, do so in the
face of a constant fire.

/. Your/oarfﬂ will be set-up the same as we discussed in
Kule #7, either divided into two ranks, or 55 S/D//tf/ng
your force Ml hail- with a NC (O and a jun/br ofticer
stationed on the r{g/ﬁ and left sides of the two ranks.

771@ entire, force will have one central overall com-
manc/@r, but the orders to the ranks will come from
the /\/C O

2. 771@ commander will order the first rank to "fire and
withdraw 10 paces.”

3. The NCO will call out fire and withdraw, "followed
fy the commands to, "make rcaa/y, ””Prcscnt, " and
e,

+. 7_/7(3 men will then be ordered to ”s/or/ng up, " and
withdraw 10 paces, Pass/ng t/7rou5/7 the rear rank on

the r/g/ﬂ' of your fire team member's firelock a//rcct/y

behind gou. when you withdraw you will do so at the
pace sct [75 the /\/CO and the _/‘un/or otficer to
maintain an ordcr/ﬂ line as you move to the rear.

When you have reached gour new Ioos/t/on turn back
to face the enemy and take a knee to /owerﬂour sil-
houette. You should a/ways 565//1 to reload immedi-
atc/y after )[//7'/75 unless ordered not too. VV/tA prac-
tice you can sa[c/ﬂ refoad your firelock while on the
move, 5utyou must taéegrcat care to éce/oyour fire-
Jock Ioo/ntcc/ in a sate direction and also to avoid hit-
ting your fellow as you pass L‘/Jrougﬁ the rear rank.
Once everyone in the first rank has reached their
new poslf/blv, finished rc/oaa//ng their ifl'rc/océ, and
have Eroug/ﬁ the loaded -weapon to the recover po-
sition, the INC (O should call out to the second rank
and to the overall commander that tﬁcy are reloaded
and rcac/y.

777@ commander will then determine whether to con-
tinue his retreat, or to try and stand his grounc/ from
this new /oosit/on.

/n a’oing 50 you can force your enemy to pursuc your
party in the face of a constant fire. As before, yo
must be sure to ,éec/o your f/an,é/ngpart/és out and in
the proper /oosfffon to prevent any attacks on your

sides, cs/oec/a//y when Cona/uct/ng a retreat.

Rogers Rules # 9

Withdrawing your troops by alternate ranks so that you may keep the enemy under a
constant fire if they try to pursue your retreating forces.

1 ranlk Oj O‘] 01 OT O

2™ rank .\N .\ . . J .\

1" rank OE O( O C)" Or

"o G @ Q@O @

The first rank fires and withdraws through the second rank. The second rank then fires
and does the same by passing through the reformed 1 rank. This forces any pursuing
enemy forces to do so in the face of a constant fire against them.
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5cou’c RePorts

By T homas Frag, Ensign
Schroth’s New York Compang

|n the disputed land between the Britislﬁ camp at | ake
GCOrge where [Fort Wi”iam Henrg had stood in 1757
and the [Trench Camp at [ort Cari”on on the Point of
land at the mouth of the Lachutte River, Wood Creek,
and | ake Champlain, a cat and mouse game of oPPosing
scouts existed. | he Pritish Svouting cxploits i Ma)’or
Rogcrs and his men were dL119 noted in many a Frovincial
soldiers Journals and details covered. |ntermixed with
camp gossiP such scouting results lifted the morale and
was repcatcc{ througl‘xout the camps and written down.

Hcre, a gcwjournal remarks noting one such scout.

5cptcmbcr 24, 1758 Camp at Laéc Gcocgc Jn the
afternoon sz'or Togcrs went with 200 men up(c/own)
the [_akc and in the afternoon a Frenc/zman came to our
camp andrcs{gnca/ himself to the Eng//s/z, and he said he
had run away from a small scout. ~Aée/ 5pl'cer

5cptcmécr 24, 1758 C:am/o at [ ake G@orgd /\//a’or
K ogers went out with 1 S0 menond c/aﬂs 5C0ut down ye

[_akcu Jamcs / "/cnc/erson

5cptcm[>cr 25, 1758 A Deserter from the /:rcnc/z to
inform that he came out from Dcondcroga with a small
party of the [rench as far as 5undaﬂ Foint and then
stole away from ye Parfﬂ~Capfa/’n 5.2/5/7 Bamard

5cptcm[>cr 25, 1758 | ake Gc‘ocgc 7 his a/aﬂ there was
a small scout went after Kogcrs and the f:rcnc/lzman that
came in the a/ay betore went with them-Abel 5/:)/(:(#

5cptcm[>cr 26, 1758 Camp [ ake Gcocgc [ ieutenant
Tute and Ens{gn Caft@n was sent down to Duma/aﬂ
Foint with 50 men to /aﬂ in wait near the enemiesboats

that came out with ye deserter, t/mﬂ /7.av/ng the deserter
for their /o//oﬁCa/ota/h Salah Barnard

5cptcm[>cr2 7, 1758 Cam/o at Lake Gcorgc [ wo more
deserters from ye ﬁ‘cncﬁ came to the camp this daﬂ.
Br/’ng much ye same out that ye other did that ye [rench

kcpt no guarc/ without the lines exvept at an jsland a little

/Deyond Old Adbanced (Guard, -Capta/n Salah Rar-
nard

5clotcm[>cr 29, 1758 Cam/o at [ ake George T his a/.aﬂ
K ogers 5vout came in and broug/zf two bark canoes that
the /: renchman that was with them told them of»A/)e/

5p/’66r

5clot'cm[>cr 29, 1758 [ ake Gcorg@ Camp Major
Kogcrs, Tute, and (atten came in from their Svout
/Droug/zt two burch canoe but did not site upon the enemy
before t/zey were discovered /75 them. T/lzcy went as far

as the enemys guarals‘ Gave and received several vo//c\y &

then retired-(_. alota/n Salah Barnard

Sclot'cmbcr 29, 1758 [_a,éc Geocge Kogcrs returned
and it is said he went to ye Pattoe [sland and fired upon
ye /: rench advanced guarc/ there. / don’t learn yct what

discoveries he made of ye numbers and situation of ye

CI?C‘ﬁy. KCVCFCI?C/C/CBVC/B/’IG/

5cptcmbcr 29, 1758 Cam/o O/[LHAC Gcorgc Yc chief
of /\//ajor Kogcrs Scout came in. Capta/n Stauntain
says L‘/‘)cy have L/?roug/ﬂ' n ye bark canoes that ye 20
/:rcnc/? anc//nc//ans came in, i'/;ai:gc /:rcnc/7 c/cscr‘fcrgavc
account og who came in on ye 2 j’t/7 nstant. Yc loartﬂ that
went out with said deserter to cut off some 20 jo/ncc/ Ma-

Jor Kogcrs Scout laid out for said 20 but were discov-

ered Ey t/76m~Ca/:>ta/n chry C/mm/o/on

5cptcmbcr 30, 1758 Laéc Gc'oge /\//ajor K ogers
érougﬁt in 2 bark canoes taken from 20 /:rcnc/7 and /nc//'-

ans near i'/7€ O/dBC/VHI’ICSG/CBWID.-AI‘IO/’IL91770U5

Octobcr I, 1758 Cam/:) at Lakc Gcot:gc 7776 Kogcrs
5cout returned. T/wy went down as far as the /anc//ng
/o/acc at Dconc/croga. Our men fired at the enemy and
the enemy them. T/wrc /s not/w'ng more remarkable at
prcsent.~ James cha’erson

5cptcm[>cr}Q. 1758 7%6 Cam/o 2tLaée George ~after

Dfnner took a walk down to ye La,ée to see the two
4

Pirch-Canoes which were /)roug/ﬂ’ in las /‘J{g/zt; one is

5coui' Kc[ports ... continued on next page
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5coui' K cport - continued from pre vious page

anout 7—/7urty /: cet /ong upon the Ea/gcs andand /:/ve
feet wide in the l/V/c/est /D /ace, the other about three or
four and Twentﬂ /0/75, the outside made of 5/%C/J~Bar.é.
7 he insidesided with (_edar C/ap boards boards thin as
broen paper and faid /emgt/7 ways of ye Canoe upon
which crossways of ye (anoe is another /ay/ng of Cedar
bent to the s/zaloc 07[56 canoe adzed downdowr with
young 5/0//1.‘ willow. 771@5 go with /oaa/c//cs and the /.argest
will carry 20 men. Jtis so //g/zt that four men m{g/zt it it up
and carry it on their shoulders. T/ze seams on the outside
are /oatc/zea/ to make them tite. Kcvc‘rcna/ Jo/lm C/@av@~
land-Massachusetts K@g/ment

Octoécr 1, 1758 [_a,ée G@org@ Ye remaing oart of Ma-

‘or Tog@rs scout came in & made no further alliscove(g4

Ca/ota/h / "/enrﬂ C /zamloion

Pvt. Abel SPiccrj Connecticut chimcnt; CaPt‘ Henry
Cl—xamPion, Connecticut chiment; CaPt. Salah Bar-
narci, Massaci’xusctts Kegimcnt; th‘ Jamcs chderson,
Massaciﬁusctts chimcnt; Rcv.Joi‘in Clcavcianci, Mas—
sachusetts chimcnt

Ti‘icsc are the men whos names are at the ends of the

quotes with their rank and regiment.

Du[g Notcd

BACKGROUND
The Kangcrs of Major Kogcrs Companics per-
formed various duties for the DPritish army. Scouting

was foremost as was information gati‘icring} obtaining
Prisoners, and keePing the [French occuPieci with their
movements. Ti’ie also were escorts and many times
guarcls for both Provincial and Regular soldiers. Ti‘leg
Protccteci Wori( crews that gati’rereci Spruce, built Ba~
teaux, cut Firewooci, or made roads. It was the Kangcr
presence and saFcty Proviciecl by them that allowed this
work to progress. Tl’iese Duig Noteci writings attest to

their value.

777@ 22d Da‘y we 5a/ed up to french Land/ﬂg Gcn’//
L/mons [Lﬂman’sj K/k/gment [G@nera/ F/ﬁneas Lﬂmanj
was Ora/crca/ to land the first upon shore and as 5unc
as the Battocs 5i’ruc£ 5/70r6 t/zeﬂ Kun up the Bané

and was fomid two D@cp after all Lanc/ed 771@ Kangers
was sent a/ong betore up to the /\////5 and the french had
an Advance garc/ And the Kang@rs [Had scirmichs with
them f/lzey took two and kild three and drove them o)[/[Ge~
nii [ inaons K/’c/gment marcht ui above the mils and [_aﬂ
upon there Armes the french / 7’50/ fel Trees a cross the
Koa/e and there was two or three K/’c/gments Lc)[f 5@-
hind to Klear the Kode.

T he 2 ¥4 th Da‘y one or two of the (lock in the A//orn/ng
the french 5@1.‘ there Magerzcan L?vowa/cr magaz/ne] a
fire and took as Muc/7 Truc,é as t/zcy could carry and
§ct ofF Down the Laée towards Crownloo/nt [Crown

Foint, NY] in Battoes.

Ma’cr Kogers and men [_aﬂ in the [ ake with a Koya//c
and when the french C.amc a [_ong he fired upon them
and L‘/‘)cy Kocd away to the East 5/70rc and Landca/
and A//ajcr Kogcrs took 100 Barc/s of F onder out of the
Battocs that t/'lcy Lcﬁ.

T he 2 v th Daﬂ one or two of the (lock in the A//orning
the french §ct there Magcrzcan [Powdcr magaz/nc] a
fire and took as A//UC/? Truc,é as f/‘)@ﬂ could carry and
§ct off Down the La,éc towards Crownpo/nt [Crown
Foint, NY]in Battocs.

M_a/'cr Kogcrs and men Laﬂ in the Laéc with a Koya//c
and when the french Came a Lon‘g he fired upon them
and t/my Kocd away to the Ea5l’ 5/70F6 and Lana/ca/
and A//ajcr Kogcrs took 100 53/’6/5 of /D onder out of the
Battoes that t/‘zcy Lc)[l’.

7—/76 28th Daﬂ Mﬁcrﬁo‘g@/ﬁs Kangcrs took about 12 or
13 Fr/soncrs to Daﬂ Gcn’/ ] Lﬂmons K/a/gmcnt /\//ovec/
there tents in to the 5/‘651‘ works that t/my took from the
french

5clotcrnbcr 12, 1760 /\//ontrca/ ...ordered Mf?/'or Kogcrs
with two companys of Kangcrs to go to him to assist in
rc//ev/ng the Fosts of /\//yam[s Fort Detroit, St Josc'/o/z
Michimickinak & etc. | lkewise sent an Englhecr
L ’Brc/mre to cxp/ore the COUUfIy & L ’Dav/s of the Ari'//~
/ery to take a view of /\//Iagara Falls. (General Jc[freﬂ
Am/%erst
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“ Elnathan Ives His Horn, Made at Lake George, September ye
22d, Ad. 1758.

“I, powder, With My Brother Baul
A Hero like do Conquer AllL
Steel not this Horn For Fear of Shame
For on it is the Oners name.
The Roos is Red, the Grass is Green—
The Days Are past Which I Have Seen ™

T he Battalion _Journal

637 Tc/cgrapﬁ Koad
f> eru, Ncw York 12972
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