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School of the Ranger

Defending the Backcountry!
Fort Frederick, Rangers & the Seven Years War

The 2021 SOTR Event, Defending the Backcountry;
Fort Frederick, Rangers & the Seven Years War, will
be conducted as a 48-hour immersive interpretive
event & tactical. Participants will be assigned to a 30
man Ranging Company tasked with unique patrol ob-
jectives.  Kach patrol will have a main objective, as
well as several tactical and fieldcraft skill taskings to
complete, while under constant threat of a dedicated
Opposition Force. In addition, the 2021 event will
feature significant civilian interaction with Fort Freder-
1ck’s kitchen, hospital and laundry staffed and inter-
preted.

Participants will experience a glimpse of barracks life
“under military orders,” including the joys of issued
provisions & bunk assignments, as well as being or-
dered out on fatigue duties and reconnoitering par-
ties. Predominantly the weekend will consist of rang-
g on foot across broken terrain i inclement weather
utilizing only 18th C appropriate
gear. Participants should expect to experience fatigue,
hunger and the effects of weather.

When? January 29th - 31st 2021.  Alternate March
weekend TBD if Covid restrictions continue.

Where? Fort Frederick State Park. 11100 Fort Fre-
derick Rd, Big Pool, MD. The entire weekend will be
held solely in the historic fort & surrounding country-
side, under 18th C conditions.

Who's invited? Registration 1s limited to 30 ranger
participants portraying those that “ranged” in and
around Fort Frederick during the Seven Years
War. Participants must meet the minimum equip-
ment guidelines.  Opposition Force & Fort Frederick
civilians roles are extremely limited.

‘What to expect?

Participants should expect to spend the entire Event in
the elements & in primitive barracks conditions field
testing their kit and conducting immersive patrols,
duties and recreational activities regardless of weather

conditions.

Cost /Fees?

The registration fee is a $50.00 tax deductible dona-
tion that covers attendance as well as the pre event
online curriculum & discussion. Because of Covid
Uncertainties, we are accepting a non refundable $20
donation to hold a slot with the remainder due prior
to January. IF Cowvid Restrictions continue through
March, the event will be cancelled for 2021.

More mformation about the event can be found on
the School of the Ranger web page:

http://www.schooloftheranger.com/
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Subscription Information

To Subscribe:
There are two ways that you can get The Battalion Jour-

nal.
Method One:

Send your name, address, city, state, email address and
Ranger Company to Either of the following Journal Staff
Members below [use the format given for the staff con-
tacts]. Also if you know of a member who is not getting
the Journal, encourage him/her to do so.

Ensign Thomas Pray
Publisher, Battalion Journal
637 Telegraph Road

Peru, New York 12972
New York Company
Email: atlal@charter.net

Captain Lt. Jerry Knitis
Editor, Battalion Journal
303 North Greece Road
Hilton, New York 14468
New York Company
Email: fknitis@aol.com

Method Two:

1. Go to the Battalion Website.

2. Go to tab “Battalion Journal.

3. Look for the Red box on the right hand of your
screen. Push the button and it will take you to a
login screen. You need the password which your
company commander can provide you with.

4. This will allow you to download the latest as well as
archived Journals.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAJOR

To: All Members and Friends of Jaeger’s Battalion, Rogers’
Rangers

From: Major Bill Blair

Greetings one and all. It’s newsletter time once
again, so I will try to bring you up to date. First, as I am
sitting here safe in my home drafting this letter I can’t
help but to reflect that throughout history men and
woman have sacrificed their welfare, fortunes and
sometimes their very lives for the safety and freedom of
their loved ones and country. We reenact the French
and Indian War as members of Jaegers’ Battalion,
Roger’s Rangers but, do we really reflect on the true
feelings of the individuals we personmfy. Often as I
awake mn the morning on a historic battlefield, as the
fog starts to lift and the morning camp fires raise their
columns of smoke skyward, I get that feeling like I have
been there before. I hope you two have had this
strange and somewhat wonderful feeling. For I think it
1s our ancestors trying to tell us what it was like to be
there some two hundred and sixty years ago. May we
do justice and honor to them every time we are before
the public telling their story.

I believe that God gave America the greatest gift he
could bestow to man while he lived on this earth - free-
dom. I also believe he gave us another gift nearly as
precious-our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Coast Guards-
men, and Marines - to safeguard that gift and guarantee
no force on this earth can ever steal it away. It has
been my distinct honor to have served this great coun-
try as have many of you. Rest assured our America,
this experiment in democracy started over two centu-
ries ago, will forever remain the "land of the free and
home of the brave' so long as we never run out of
tough young Americans who are willing to look beyond
their own self-interest and comfortable lives, and go
mto the darkest and most dangerous places on earth to
hunt down, and neutralize, those who would do us
harm. As this New Year begins and no matter what
time periods you may reenact, please, do it to the best
of your ability and with the respect and honor they de-
serve. God Bless America!

This past year has been very trying on all of us.
The virus cancelling almost all of the events and reen-
actments has made it difficult to stay current and enjoy
our dear friends. Hopefully you have had some time to
work on your kit. It seems that has been one of the

major opportunities that have allowed me to bring
back memories of seeing and working with all of you.
I ask that you keep up with the news on this year’s
events and follow the State’s safety rules. I dream of
the time when we can once again be together and
smell that black powder over the battle fields. Take
care and be safe and healthy.

DID YOU KNOW?

Submitted by George Bray, Major
Bray’s Company

Did you know?

While working on research on the internet, I
made a discovery that I did not know before. Did you
know that there 1s a bridge that connects Lancaster,
NH and Guildhall, VT over the Connecticut River on
US Route 2P The original was built in 1950, and be-
mg in bad condition, it 1s being replaced by another
that will bear the same name next to it. It 1s called the
Rogers Rangers Bridge.

‘”ﬂ&\ D -
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A view of the red-listed Rogers Rangers Bridge from
Lancaster looking west to Guildhall, Vt. The State of
New Hampshire took by eminent domain nearly an
acre of land along Route 2 for a new, replacement
bridge; the owners of the land then took the state to

court. John Koziol/Union Leader Correspondent

NORTH HAVERHILL - A judge on Wednesday
heard competing arguments for and against the State
of New Hampshire’s taking of almost an acre of pri-
vate land by eminent domain to facilitate the replace-
ment of the red-listed Rogers Rangers Bridge in Lan-
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caster.

The bridge, which carries U.S. Route 2 over the Con-
necticut River between Lancaster and Guildhall, Vt., 1s
slated for replacement, with its $10.1 million successor
being built about 30 feet upstream.

Work on the new bridge began in May and will in-
clude new approaches and a reconstructed intersection

in Vermont, according to the NH Department of

Transportation. As the new span goes up, traflic will
continue to go over the Rogers’ Rangers Bridge, which
was built in 1950.

To read click on the following links;
https://www.unionleader.com/news/local/judge-hears-
eminent-domain-arguments-in-lancaster/

article_e5al309b-2ce0-5809-al eb-2bsal 36fe47a.html

https://www.wcax.com/content/news/New-Hampshire-
Vermont-bridge-for-sale-485705111.html

Do you know about Roger’s Island?
Submitted by Thomas Pray, Ensign
New York Company

Yes, another Major Rogers Island. The island 1s
located in the Township of Panton, Vermont. It has
also been called: Fear Island, Slate Island, Rock Island
and Mud Island or one of the Prospect Islands. Fear
Point 1s nearby. I have discovered why it has been
called Mud, Rock, or Slate, Fear, and Possibly even
Prospect, but that Major Rogers Island label, 1s illusive.
Of course, it probably 1s Major Robert Rogers, but
why?

In recognition of, I certainly understand but not on
a 1792 map which continued nto use with revisions

and up dates until 1840's. After the Revolutionary War
he was not so well respected having sided with the Brit-
1sh.

Roger’s Island is called Mud Island on today’s
maps and charts. It is located in Lake Champlain on
the Vermont side between White Bay and Spaulding
Bay.

As you look at the map below, what do you know
about this map? You should know the information
that the map contains. Just think about it.
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Christmas in the 18" Century

By Lou Tramelli, Pvt

Michigan Company

“Within about two Miles of our Battoe we Came
upon a Flock of Deer and killd two of them. With the
utmost Expedition dressd them and made to our Bat-
toe and Launched it ready to set homewards. ./We/.
dugg up our Bottle which we had hid with about one
Quart of Rum in 1t which revived our Spirits greately.
Then set home with good Courage and about 2 of the
Clock m the Morning Arrived at Fort Willlam Henry

m a good time to hold Christmas."
-Dec 19, 1755, Rogers Journal; [Loescher]

How exactly did Roger’s Rangers “hold Christmas”?

‘Without primary sources to inform us, it becomes
a very complicated question. As you may already
know, 18th century Anglicans generally noted the occa-
sion with both religious services and festivities, not
unlike their Catholic foes. Conversely, Puritans be-
lieved such actions where contrary to Scripture. While
this generalization holds true, and these two denomina-
tions enjoyed the benefit of being the “established”
observance alternatively in many of the colonies, the
religious spectrum of the colonists was much more
varied than this dichotomy suggests.

The variety of religious observance and corre-
sponding traditions by individual communities may be
evident in the numbers of known churches at the time.
In 17490, there appears to have been 423 Congregation-
alist, 246 Anglican, 160 Presbyterian, 96 Baptist, 95
Lutheran, 78 Dutch Reformed, and 51 German Re-
formed churches in the colonies overall. [Gaustad]
British subjects of the Catholic, Quaker, and smaller
sect minorities are unaccounted for in this tally. Re-
gardless, the numbers inherent in such a plurality of
community churches, a decade prior to the formation
the Rangers, suggests the complexity of the issue. In
addition, the validity in assuming that individual con-
gregations of the same sect, separated by time, geo-
graphic distance, and ethnic composition, observed the
holidays in monolithic lockstep 1s questionable.

While a significant number of the Rangers were
Scotch Irish Presbyterians [Zaboly] from communities
that officially frowned on celebrations, the fact that
Rogers noted the occasion may indicate an ethnic or
regional variance. Of course, not all of the Rangers

came from similar communities, and they undoubtedly
found themselves serving alongside Anglican troops.
In addition, the Rangers were likely exposed to other
traditions outside the Anglican / Puritan norms while
serving in the New York (or Nova Scotia) theatre.

Like the Rogers quote above, Sir William John-
son’s correspondence indicates that Johnson and his
circle held the holiday significant, at least secularly.

In a letter dated December 16, 1761, William
Corry invited Johnson to enjoy Christmas festivities
and turkey.

Similarly, in December of 1764, William Darling-
ton sent Johnson “holiday greetings”.

In 1766, Johnson appears to have hosted a holiday
Feast of St. John the Evangelist for his fellow Masons
as per Masonic tradition.

Lastly, in a correspondence dated December 25,
1769, James Rivington states: “I beg you accept my
Wishes of a good Christmas and many Happy years...”
Though not from the same communities as the New
Hampshire Rangers, Johnson’s correspondence offers
us a ghmpse of some of the observance practices in the
Mohawk Valley / Albany area.

At the time Rogers was “holding Christmas” with
his men, the nearby population centers of the Mohawk
Valley and Albany, were predominantly Dutch. Dutch
Christmas traditions of the mid 18th century were
quite distinct from those of the British. Samuel Kirk-
land, a missionary to the Mohawks, recorded in 1769;
The manner in which people in these parts keep
Christmas day in commemorating the Birth of the Sav-
1or 1s very affecting and striking. They generally assem-
ble for reading prayers, or Divine service - but after,
they eat drink and make merry. They allow no work
or servile labour on that day and the following - their
servants are free - but drinking swearing and fighting
and frolicking are not only allowed but seem to be es-
sential to the joy of the day. [Burch]

Warren Johnson noted something similar nine
years earlier when he recorded the following in 1760;
The Dutch keep the New year always for six days as
holy days. And ride their slays to one another’s houses,
they dance and lie all together. Let there be ever soe
many men and women before the fire; the Men must
have on their Breeches and the women their Petty
coats. (Johnson Papers, vol 13)
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Another distinctly Dutch manifestation of the
Christmas tradition included a St. Nicholas’ Day Feast.
Typically held on December 6th, the Dutch tradition
mvolved a visit from Sinter Klaas, (St. Nicholas) who
leaves toys and treats in the wooden shoes of good
children, and nothing for the naughty. In addition to
the feasting, a religious service was held. This tradi-
tion predates the Dutch arrival in New Netherland /
New York, though I haven’t discovered a direct refer-
ence to it in North America. The accompanying paint-
mg 1s entiled The Feast of Saint Nicholas by Jan
Steen, dated 1665/1668. The painting shows a girl
with her new doll and some treats that were left in her
shoe by St Nicholas while an unhappy sibling seems to
have received nothing. The family is gathered and the
cakes and breads of the feast are evident.

How did the Rangers hold Christmas?

It’s impossible to know without further primary docu-
mentation coming to light. Whether they strictly ad-
hered to familiar Anglican or Puritan norms, or were
mfluenced by the military cadre or civilian population
nearby is unknown. Maybe a few of them carried a bit
of the Sinter Klaas tradition back home.

Photo submitted by Lou Tramelli
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(various) Johnson, William,

The History of Rogers’ Rangers Volume 1
Loescher, Burt Garfield.,

American Colonial Ranger; The Northern Colonies
1724-64, Zaboly, Gary.,
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DULY NOTED

BACKGROUND

The Rangers of Major Rogers Companies per-
formed various duties for the British army. Scouting
was foremost as was information gathering, obtaining
prisoners, and keeping the French occupied with their
movements. They also were escorts and many times
guards for both Provincial and Regular soldiers. They
protected Work crews that gathered Spruce logs, built
Bateaux, cut firewood, or made roads. It was the
Ranger presence and safety provided by them that al-
lowed this work to progress. These Duly Noted writ-
mngs attest to their value.

The front page of a 18th century newspaper is
show on the next page. This newspaper, dated 2 April
1759, carries a story about Robert Rogers and his rang-
ers. The article 1s converted to readable text on the
page following the newspaper.
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Farticulers of Major Robert Rogers's [}
Seaut apainl the Eneray. o
4% M the 9d of March paft, he mirched frond
O Fort-Edward for Tieonderaga, with Capt.
Lotteridge, and ;1lndizm, compalcd of
Mohawks, Corofeberys, Schoharrys, Dil
Jeways, Oncidas, and Senecasy and the fellowing
Detachments, viz. Of the Royal Regiment, Liews.
Weit and Cook, 4 Secrjeants, 1 Corporal, 4nd 40
Privates. Royal Americana, Light Infancry; Capes
Wylliamos, Lieus. M'Kcir. nIEgns E.runp:-nd
Maoony, 4 Scrjeants, arporals, and. ¢10 Prive
Urdioeraers of ditios Licut, Trumbal, 55er:
e Carparals, and 41 Privates ; euty
Brin?r’; lEn.g-im:u:r: And. b the Rangets,” Licut,
Tute Holmes, Brewer, snd Stark ; 7 Serpeants;
and 79 Privates 5 the Whole, Officers intluded,
being 553 ==They eacamped the fielk Mipht at

o}

Malf Way Brook, on the Road to Fort William-
Henry : One Indian having hurt himfell on the
FRoad, seturned back, with anather o take Care

~of him: On the 4th, st ten o'Clock they began
" their Masch towards Lake George, and within a2
Milz of the fame, halted (ll the Clofe of the

. Ewening, that they miggu the better pafs uodifie-
of the Enemy.that might ba

vered from Il‘lz P "T
watehing on ¢ e Hills ; when they continaed their

March ull 2 o'Clock in the Morning, at which”

Time they halied at the feft MNacrows. In the
Morning feveral of the Detachments being Froft
‘bitten, fent buck 23 of them with a Tareful Sers
lean: of the Rangprs, with Orders o, return with
them fo Fort Eduward, .On the Evgning of the
th they began cheir March, and reached 3abbath-
Bql Point aboue 1 o'Clock ; when they encamped
till the Morning of the jth ; at which Time they
‘marched again, and arrived at the Landing Place
aYout B o'Clock in the Morning, and halted on a
Point of Land on the Eait Sﬁc, near Motton-
10and, where they intended o form an Ambufe
cade, and endeavour ta diaw out 2 Party from the
Fot, by a few fkulking Petfons, whe were to re-
turn again to the Main Body..--At g o'Clock they
fent out 2 Rangers and 2 Indians to reconnoitre,
that the Major might the better effedt his Defigna:z
==They recurned about 11 0'Clock, and reporied,
That there was no Party out on the well Side, but
on the ealt Side there were two Parics cuiting of
“Wopd 1--=It then appearing a ;on-d Time for the
Engineer to make his Oblervations, &, ,C‘&mm.
¥yt FAros wardrdcted 16 femain with the Regu-
Jare, and 30 Rangers, whillk-the Major, -with the
Engincer, and 49 Rangets 3 and Capt. Loteridge,.
with 45 Indians, fhau to the Hill on the Lith-
mus that over-looks the Fort; where Maj, Rogers
Jeft Licut. Taie, and ten Rangers 33 & Guard,
weith an Intent to crafs the Lake with the Remain-
der 1o the calt Side, and cut off the warﬂu‘ngk!'my
that Might;-When he came near the Lake, he
fourd he could not gee aver wodifcovered, in the
Day=time, therefore returned to the Engincer, who

* was left to make Obfervation of the Fore, -
and with him, and the wlsele Party. marched back

+ tothe Point where Captain Wylliamos was, frft
r leaving 5 Indians and one Ranger to obfrve what
Mumbers croffed the Lake in the Evening, from
the eatl Side, to the Fort. That aboue dark, the
Indians and Rangers returncd with an Account of
their, Mumbers, 4t which Time che Engineer, fee.
o ¥gain with Lieut. Tute, and ten Rangers, and
went to the Entrenchment ; fram whence he re-
turned abuait Midaighe, without any Moleltaticn,
end fuld, he had sceomplifhed his Bufinels o his

+ Saisfaticm,=--Upon this the Major ordered Capt,
Wylliamos, with the Regulars, back o Subbath-
Day Poing i as the Weather was excellive cold,
and the Parry much fatigued, it did not apprac
prodent to march them any further, therefore fent
“wiib them Licut. Tute, and 30 Rangers, 33, oc-
wzhional Pilats, or Flanking Partice.---At 3 of the
{"lnck tha Blajor marched with Capt, Letteridge,

Hu lodians, with Licutenants Hulmes,

>T-gaith the Ceelbed duuices, -
.= ———
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Stark, and Brewer, and 4o ofhis Rangers, and
one Regular, inorder to attack the working Party,
on the ﬁ::ﬂl’d: easly in the Merning, and ¢rofled
Sowthi Bay, eight b{ilel South of the Fort, from
thente bore dowh the fame, tll they were oppolite
the Fort on the exft Side; where they halted, withia
Half a Mile of the Lakey - from whence fent sat 2
Indisns 1o reconncitre; who returned in a few
Minutes; end bro't Intelligente, that the working
Party was clofe to the Bank of the Lakej oppofite
tothe Fort: Upon which® they flripped off their
Blarkets, znd ran Bown vpen them, took 7 Pii-
fonetsy g Scalps, and killed feveral others a5 they
were retreating to the Fort L Whereupen Bo In-
dhnﬁnﬂ;nq 'Ch’lmdlanrhmmbgwtgf?:llc Il'l-;nm";::d
pur pur Men calely § beldg Backed by about
1eo Fremch Regu]:ri{-m gl—'h-wl: one Mile's
.ljzmh the Indians and #Caradians overtook them,
and began to play upon rheir Rear :---As :h:;
mn;h:% in a Line abfeaft, their Front was cafily
nade, fo they balted o a rifing Ground,-and en-
gaged the Encmy; whe behhved with great Bea-
very for a lirtle Time, but faon found that they
could not ftand before oor Markfmen till their Re-
inforcement could come wp, [0 featterd and ran
for itz Afver chis the Majot began his March again
in a Ling a-brealt; and when he had proceeded
about Half a Mile further, the Enemy appeared in
Sight again, bat he did not chufu o engage them
there, fo went & livle furtber, and halted on a
long Ridge on that Hde; oppofite to the Encmy,
when the Canadians and* Indizns came u:r very
clafe, but their Purfuit wa foon flope by a Volley
from the Mobawks and Eanpers, which broks
them immediately, when Part of Rogers's De-
tachment purfued theém wll they were in Sighe of
the French Regulars, where the French mads a
Grand ;--- Afterwards the Major marched off with-
aut any Oppolition, the Encary not daring to par-
fue them any farther.==sIn thefz feverzl Skirmilhes
2 Ranpgers and 1 -Regolar killed, and one Indian
badly wounded ; tnfthc M:jw judges there were
killed of the Encmy about thirey.”

We can further affiire the Publick, That Major
Rogers's Parry in general, both Officers and Aen,
behaved extremely-well ; efpecially Captain Lot-
teridge and Lieutenant Holmes, who firove ta ex-
ceed each other, both of wham behaved with greac
Bravery and Coolnel daring the whale Alﬁ'u_}_..ln
That he continued his Retesat ill" 12 0"Clock at
Might xnd at the End of gp Miles
where be fet out in the MorAng, anmnl Captaln
Wylliamos, at Sa'b'hillh'-nl:r oant, who had
kindled Fires for kis Reception, which were, no
Doubt, wery zcceptable to the Party.  And that
next Marning be m a far as -Ifand,
onthe Lake, with the whole Detochment, where
he encamped § from which Plaze he fene an Ex-
prefs ta C: Haldiman, arFort Edward, and was
met the neat Moming at Lake George, by
M:Ecin, with 2 Detachment, who brovght fome
Sleighs to carry the difabled Men to Fort Edward,
'whtrcthr'r all arrived the E'r:nin; of the Tenth

afl. .

We beir the Mohawks carried 4 of the Freach

Prifoaers hame with them,

Capt.

Charies-Toum, [ Souib-Careling) March 17.
OUIL Letters lrom Ploviggiiee, by Caprain Bill,
.whi “arrived bere”the lhoth Tnftant, cantaln
the I’nl]nwing Advices, yiz. *I'har on the ?Ih ulr,
arrived there 3 Bript. .[k'ﬁmulj belen L»fz w Bb,
‘INand) re-taken byACapty Beake, In &t etaery
Pijvateer ; Andour thesfame Time, the Kipg
wapetr, of New-Yodk, Caps. Leasrafs,
with a 5 called the Pearl Catellen, precended
to be Spanilh, which. &e had taken, s Thar the

Spunjards had llrﬂnl;ownrd_qn: Half off 1ha Ca
m.h?l"unch 5 and "pwas not dgubted bue llﬂ!:ﬁ:
other would be fousd o too, . Amd that Captain
Leacrafi faid, twe French Privateers wera fifpedl-.
cd to bt gone to cruize upon our Co:&.-----!}e.'h
whiv myf;m Bar a-;-jg,!'_'f:ma-, wrmpfe pr

NUMB_3%."

GAZETTE:

TIHE =
POST-B0Y

Biles March® froln |

 Yorcign dnb Bnmt-:m:h.f ’

—

Draubt that 1ir ALaefly's § Hg_ the Sem baraty
Zaplyr, vbe ere poing on a Cruize fim, will g
grod Aeconnt of the AfonfTeurs,

On the 1ath areived from a fruitlefs Cruize, H.a

Mujefiy’s Ship the Honter, commanded by Ca, -
Adama, - .
. The fame Day arived Capt. Durhom, from 5=,
?rhﬂﬂh't. wherd it way afirmed when he failed,
that the Redoubt talled Le Doa de Afue, (being
the enly Polt of Confequence on Guadalupe that
held our, according to our former Advicer) had
furrerdered ; as had alfs, afierwards, shove 320
French Inhabitants, wha had Aed far Shelter inru
other Parta of the Mountaina : That anly 5, Shij
of Commodore Moorels- dron remained st
Guadelupe: And that the relt Were eruizing abaur,
fo &3 to block vp Muartineque, waiting for eapedlcl
Reinfarcements. »n :

Letteey from Piovidence, of the 294 ubimo, by
Capr. Viall, who atrived here laft Wednefday,
advife us, That they hod received the News theee
of the entire Reduflion of Guadalupe, by Way of
Monti-Chriflo; and that the French on Hifpansiod.,
were of Opinion, Martinique would alfe Fall be .
fare Inn&; they having had Advice, that the
Englith Greneral had fent moft of the Inbabitants
from the former to the latter Idand, in order to ju-
creafe the Number of People, and render ele Du-
ficelty of fupporting them the greater ;. while Cu

loore's Squadron prevents any Sepplits being con-
voyed to them.

GUSIGSVTMELIDARDLGTHTD
PERTH-AMBOY, M 36, np5p.

S CHEM E

o F A

LOTTERY,

J F‘OR wilfing 1508 DOLLARS, parfiant e s Law of the Pro-
wince of Iéra-Fofr, 1o baa Eoward paying the Jadiuu
o Ubsir Clakeesy b2 al] Laad in che fnd Frovigcn,

To ¢oahll of jies Tekeos, a0 Frar Dallers cath, of wiich §ie
e te b Prires, without uny Dedoftion, Filteen per Ciwr, bting Lo

ba finit dodufled put of che Sale of the Tickets, wra,

eud
o

Frintt, Falar of dach, Titad Fhor,
a af fo0 Dellaciwah, aw adse
. @ = o
: 2 ’ oo
¥ R lL—‘; L L ,:::

= L s 4 ;
’,‘: i ~ :: - s . L e
l: L &) m
[ yho
ya i P
Pl R

D Lehe) g jur Cuni. Brfl Deduibed, s _1!;:

The Mansgen Tk Ml’ffﬂﬂ I Hura e
Ml%nfr‘r:mim ;ﬂ-,!hha‘c::-;rlud
A u

M. Lt wikd i w0 b wnder Duth, ind
mhﬁlﬂinl e ermancy of the Tredl mpsird ia

:
i

of the Lottory by Law, mait be befors 1ha Ead ot
Offaber ncnt, bus will be icanrr, o the Jickaty re ol difpicd oo,
saed il b 3t the Coper-lirute n Perabodmber, in the Profiace o0
paltion of Gme of the Comma.
Baners far Ddaw Affis of the Prosinee af Meee Tha
Praes will be prisced in the MrueTied and 2. ra Hows-
Piaprn, immesividy afver the Draowing b Bnolbed, nad wil] be pao
Ir:hﬂn‘ '-rumhnﬂﬂnd. i —pr

*TigEeve the
Pk bk = ]

High Water at Wew-York, bis iFeek,
Mommay 3¢ wan afer 33 ) Faisar  go*min, 3
Tunibar 46 mla, afeef 1 | SATFEBAY 47 Fud, aner 4
Wibaminay 30 sl & [ SPssa¥ 43 i aber o
Fagdrdtd ok aler o koeareF G sy Wrdalky,

FRICE CURRENT by Wepuclile la NIW.YVORK,
Whean ’q_gl,u!-i Buitial, Kew-Enghand Bam qu gyl

Floer v o Buaf pew Burrd, 43i.
Frces Hcad 378, Porke ptr a1, Thy
st || G e
3 S 4 ., pr
Blckitfcs i Clrecolats [1 861, §7h

Singw nll:‘nl LT NN Beey Wiz, w




Vol. 2020-04

The Battalion Journal

Page 8

Particulars of Major Robert Rogers’ last Scout Scout against the Enemy.
New York Gazette
2 April 1759

On the 3d of March past, he marched from Fort-
Edward for Tieonderoga, with Capt. Lotteridge, and 52
Indians, composed of Mohawks, Conojeherys, Scho-
harrys, DilJeways, Oneidas, and Senecas; and the fol-
lowing Detachments, wvzz. Ofthe Royal Regiment,
Licuts. West and Cook, 4 Serjeants, 1 corporal, and 40
Privates. Royal Americans, Light Infantry, Capt. Wyl-
liamos, Lieut. M°Key, Ensigns Brown and Moony, 4
Serjeants, 4 Corporals, and 110 Privates. Voluntiers of
ditto. Lieut. Trumbal, 3 Serjeants, 4 Corporals and 41
Privates; and Lieut. Brime; Engineer: And of the Rang-
ers; Lieut. Tute Holmes, Brewer, and Stark; 7 Ser-
jeants :and 79 Privates: the Whole, Officers included
being 358 :— They encamped the first Night at Half
Way Brook, on the Road to Fort William-Henry :
One Indian having hurt himself on the Road, returned
back, with another to take Care of him : On the 4th, at
ten o’Clock they began their March towards Lake
George, and within a Mile of the same, halted tll the
Close of the Evening, that they might the better pass
undiscovered from any Party of the Enemy that might
be watching on the Hills ; when they continued their
March till 2 0’Clock in the Morning, at which Time
they halted at the first Narrows. In the Morning several
of the Detachments being Frost bitten, sent back 23 of
them with a careful Serjeant of the Rangers, with Or-
ders to return with them to Fort Edward. On the Eve-
ning of the 5th they began their March, and reached
Sabbath Day Point about 1 0’Clock ; when they en-
camped till the Morning of the 7th ; at which Time
they marched again, and arrived at the Landing Place
about 8 0’Clock in the Morning, and halted on a Point
of Land on the East Side, near Mutton Island, where
they intended to form an Ambuscade, and endeavour
to draw out a Party from the Fort, by a few skulking
Persons, who were to return again to the Main Body. -
-At 9 0’Clock they sent out 2 Rangers and 2 Indians to
reconnoitre, that the Major might the better effect his
: - They returned about 11 o’Clock, and re-
ported, That there was no Party out on the west Side,

Designs

but on the east Side there were two Parties cutting of

Wood :— It then appearing a good Time for the Engi-
neer to make his Observations, Captain Wylliamos
was ordered to remain with the Regulars, and 30 Rang-
ers, whilst the Major, with the Engineer, and 49 Rang-
ers ; and Capt. Lottreridge, with 45 Indians, should
go to the Hill on the isthmus that overlooks the Fort ;
where Maj. Rogers left Lieut. Tate, and ten Rangers as
a Guard, with an Intent to cross the Lake with the Re-
mainder to the east Side, and cut off the working Party
that Night. ——When he came near the Lake, he found
he could not get over undiscovered, in the Day-time,
therefore returned to the Engineer, who was left to
make Observation of the Fort. -—-and with him, and
the whole Party. marched back to the Point where
Captain Wylliamos was, first leaving 5 Indians and one
Ranger to observe what Numbers crossed the Lake in
from the east Side, to the Fort. That

about dark, the Indians and Rangers returned with an

the Evening,

Account of their Numbers, At which, Time the Engi-
neer, set out again with Lieut. Tute, and ten Rangers,
and went to the Entrenchment ; from whence he re-
turned at about Midnight, without any Molestation,
and said, he had accomplished his Business to his Sat-
isfaction. —-Upon this the Major ordered Capt. Wyilia-
mos, with the Regulars, back to Sabbath-Day Point ;
as the Weather was excessive cold, and the Party
much fatiqued, it did not appear prudent to march
them any further, therefore sent with them Lieut.
Tute, and 30 Rangers, as occasional Pilots, or Flank-
ing Parties. —At 3 of the clock the Major marched
with Capt. Lotteridge, some of his Indians, with Lieu-
tenant Homes, Stark, and Brewer, and 40 of his Rang-
ers, and one Regular, in order to attack the working
Party, on the Eastside early in the Morning, and
crossed South Bay, eight Miles South of the Fort, from
thence bore down the same, till they were opposite the
Fort on the east Side; where they halted, within Half a
Mile of the Lake; from whence sent out 2 Indians to
reconnotire; who returned in a few Minutes, and bro’t
mtelligence, that the working Party was close to the
Bank of the Lake; opposite to the Fort: Upon which
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they stripped off their Blankets, and ran down upon
them, took 7 prisoners, 4 scalps, and killed several oth-
ers as they were retreating to the Fort ; Whereupon So
Indians and Canadians rushed out of the Fort, and pur-
sued our Men closely ; being backed by about 150
French Regulars. - In about one Mile's March the In-
dians and Canadians overtook them, and began to play
upon their Rear :-—- As they marched in a Line abreast,
their Front was easily made, so they halted on a rising
Ground, and engaged the Enemy, who behaved with
great Bravery for a little Time, but soon found that
they could not stand before our Marksmen tll their
Reinforcement could come up, so scattered and ran
for 1t After this the Major began his March again m a
Line a-breast ; and when he had proceeded about Half
a Mile further, the Enemy appeared in Sight again, but
he did not chuse to engage them there, so went a little
further, and halted on a long Ridge on that Side; op-
posite to the Enemy, when the Canadians and Indians
came up very close, but their Pursuit was soon stopt by
a Volley from the Mohawks and Rangers, which broke
them 1mmediately, when Part of Rogers's detachment
pursued them till they were in Sight of the French
Regulars, where the French made a Stand :—
Afterwards the Major marched off without any Opposi-
tion, the Enemy not daring to pursue them any farther.
— In these several Skirmishes 2 Rangers and z Regular
killed, and one Indian badly wounded ; and the Major
Judges there were killed of the Enemy about thirty."
We can further assure the Publick, That Major
Rogers's Party in general, both Officers and men, be-
haved extremely well ; especially Captain Lotteridge
and Lieutenant Holmes, who strove to exceed each
other, both of whom behaved with great Bravery and
Coolness during the whole Affair :-- That he contin-
ued his Retreat till 12 0’Clock at Night; and at the End
of 50 miles March from where he set out in the Morn-
g, joined Captain Wylliamos, at Sabbath Day Point,
who had kindled Fires for his Reception, which were,
no Doubt, very acceptable to the Party. And that next
Morning he marched as far as Long-Island, on the
Lake, with the whole Detachment, where he en-
camped ; from which Place he sent an Express to Col.
Haldiman, at Fort Edward, and was met the next

Morning at Lake George, by Capt. McBein, with a De-

tachment, who brought foam Sleighs to carry the dis-
abled Men to Fort Edward, where they all arrived the
Evening of the Tenth past.

We hear the Mohawks carried 4 of the

French Prisoners home with them.

MORE DULY NOTED

Here are some references to how Christmas was
celebrated from various Journals.

ADAM STEPHEN on Christmas

In this context, Christmas of 1755 was stll ob-
served with merriment. Adam Stephen, the creator of
Martinsburg WV, writes to Washington in Winchester
VA, five months before the construction of Fort Lou-
doun Winchester VA

December 24 1755

Being Christmas, we were invited to spend the eve-
ning with Colonel Stephen, where we spent the time in
drinking loyal healths and dancing 'till 11 o'clock, and
then parted in the most amicable manner.

1 had the honour to dine at the head of 24 fine
Gentlemen yesterday - We had an extreamly
good dinner, and after drinking the loyal
Healths, in a Rufl and Huzza at every Health
we passd an hour m Singing and taking a
Cheerful glass.

December 25th 1755

Were invited to dine with Colonel Stephens, where
we had the most sumptuous entertainment. After din-
ner drank the Royal Healths and sung some entertain-
mg songs with Huzzas and rolls of Drums to every
health and song. Then took partners and spent the eve-
ning in dancing, about 12 o'clock broke up well pleased
with our generous entertainment.

We then amusd ourselves with acting part of a
Play, and spending the Night m mirth, Jollity
and Dancing, we parted very affectionatly at
12 O'Clock, remembering all Absent Friends

December 26th 1755
Sociably spent.

Footnote - A ruff, or ruffle, was a term used among drummers of
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British regiments to signify a sort of vibrating sound made upon a

drum, less loud than the roll.
Lo, oo — —awt
. M -y

From Colonel James Murray’s Journal

Colonial Administrator and Governor -Province of

Quebec

Dec 24th, 1759

From the 17th to the 24th Dec. 153 (imen)
have been frost-bit: this happens always on the
sleving, Parties, nor is there any possibility to
avoid them, as, notwithstanding every measure
taken and the diligence of the officers, whose
particular province it 1s, the Canadian horses
do not bring m a sufficient quantity (of Provi-
sions or wood) to provide for the present or
against the spring.

Dec 25th, 1759

This day Captain Leshe returned from his ex-
pedition down the south shore. Every Officer
and Soldier of the party has been frost bit more
or less, but none dangerously, except two. He
has not been able to proceed quite so far as 1
had mtended, by reason that the lower parishes
were entirely burned, and there was no lodging
for the troops.

Dec 26th, 1759

...Ordered Likewise, the mhabitants of the Island
ol Orleans, to make the roads and mark them
with beacons, i order to begin bringing in our
wood from thence the beginning ol next
month.... This day Lieut. Butler, of the Rangers,
with four more set out across the country for
New England, with dispatches for General Am-
herst.

SUSTENANCE & LIBATION

Holiday Supper
Submitted by Ensign Thomas Pray
New York Company of Rangers

A Holiday supper during the French and Indian War.

e Take (4) Coneys (Rabbits)

e Boil and take off scum until no more.

e Take peelt Pippins (Apples)

e Rasher Meat (Bacon)

e Onions

e (lean cavities of Coney's.

e Stuff with Pippins, Onions and Rasher Meat
e skewer and roast until tender at fire.

So Roast Rabbit stuffed with Bacon, Onion, and Ap-
ple. Serve with Hard bread, Jams, Jellies, Fryed Pars-
nips, or Stewed Pompion

A menu for Christmas day in 1757 at the home of
John Devon (Stillwater, NewYork)

e 2 Rabbits

e 1 Minced Pie

e Beef Marrow Bones

e Hanch of Venison

e 1 Goose stufet with Ramps (Onions)
e 1 Boilt Patridge with Parsnips

e 1 bowl of fry’d Pippins (Apples)

o Jellies

e Stew’d Pompion (Pumpkin)

Christmas Recipes for the years of the French and In-
dian War.

1757 Venison Pasty (Virginia)

o Take a Roast of Venisonn.

e Boil ull tender

o Chop fine.

e I pound of Rasher meat (Bacon)

o Meat of two boilt Poults (voung chickens)

e Mix with 1 pound sugar, ramps, cinnamon,
e And bake n a pie.
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The Venison Pasty sounds like a nice micemeat pie. V
Other common foods used for consumption on
Christmas day: “Roasted pieces of Beel, Roast Veni-
son, Turkeys, Woodcocks, Mutton, Breasts of Pork,
Pork Pie, Roasted Opysters, and Rabbit. Vegetables
were Ramps (wild Onions) Parsnips, Squash, Pom-
pion, Corn, and Peas plus Green Beans. Jellies, fruits,
and Jams 1f available but Christmas menus were built
on what one could afford. Many a meal was just
Stewed Pompion (Pumpkin), Bread, Butter, and Corn
Meal mush.

1760 Roast Coneys (LLondon)
e Take 4 Coneys (rabbits) Skin

¢ Boil. Skim off scumm. Cool, Dutch Ginger-bread (1727)

*  Clean and stuff with Peelt and cored Pippins Take four pounds of flour, and mix with it two ounces
* &,l& pound Sugar and finely chopped nuts and a half of beaten ginger; then rub in a quarter of a
+  Tie and roast tll done pound of butter, and add to it two ounces of carraway-
seeds, two ounces of orange- peel dry’d and rubb’d to
Powder, a few coriander-seeds bruised, two eggs, then
mix all up mn a stift paste, with two pound and a quar-
ter of treacle ; beat 1t very well with a rolling-pin, and
make it up into thirty cakes ; put in candied citron;
prick them with a fork ; butter papers three double,
one white, and two brown ; wash them over with the
white of an egg ; put them in an oven not too hot, for
three quarters of an hour.

1761 Fry'd Parsnips Boston

o Take large parsnips and peele

Slice and mix with 1/2 pound butter,
e  some salt & Sugar and frye . When
Slices Are soft and brown’d

e  Serve On hard bread

Smuth, Eliza. The Compleat Housewile: or accomplish’d gentle-
woman’s compamon, being a collection of upwards of six hundred
of the most approved receipts etc.... The 9th edition, with very
large additions. London : Printed for J. and J. Pemberton, 1759
[1727].

To Make Everlasting Syllabubs"

Take five half pints of thick cream,
half a pint of Rhenish, half a pint of
sack, and the juice of two large
— Seville Oranges; grate in just the yel-
1754 Pompion Pie (New York) o low rind of three lemons and a

e Take 2 pounds of Rype Pompion and slice pound of .double-reﬁned sugar wpll
o Take some Cinnamon, nutmeg,and some sweet beat, and sifted. Mix all together with

marjarum. a spoonful of orange flower water,
e 12 eggs and mix all in a bowl and beat them. Add beat it well together with a whisk half
Y% pound an hour, then with a spoon fill your
e sugar and boil. Mix together when soft. Let it glasses. These will keep above a

stand tll cold
e Putin pie crust.
e Bake 1 hour.

e Sprinkle with brown’d sugar.

week, and is better made the day
before.

The Art of Cookery made Plain and Fasy
By Hannah Glasse, London 1758
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PEASE PORRIDGE

Something that is both good and filling can be as
nourishing from the first serving until many days later.
Pease Porridge, a thick Pea soup of 18th century fare,
was tasty the first day it was made untl it was totally con
-sumed. The rhyme certainly says it was still good in
the pot nine days old. Good information about Rang-
ers, gleaned from past sources 1s much like the Pease
Porridge.

In the back pages of the Battalion Journal are
some tasty bits of knowledge that are stll worth being
used and shared. As the Battalion grows and changes,
with new members being added, it 1s only right that we
go back mto the pot and pull out a tid-bit or two no
matter how old.

Editor’s Note: “Rogers’ Rules for Ranging.”
reprinted with permission by the article author,
Matt Wullff.

Rogers Rules Number Thirteen

“In general, when pushed upon by the
enemy, reserve your fire till they approach
very near, which will put them into the
greatest surprize and consternation, and
give you the opportunity of rushing upon
them with your hatchets and cutlasses to
the better advantage.” (Rogers 59, 60)

Even with the marksmanship that the Rangers
were known for, the effect of a devastating volley of
musket fire at close range cannot be dismissed. You
can almost get the feel of what Rogers was trying to
accomplish by his orders for his Rangers to reserve
their fire until the enemy came very close to your posi-
tion. At first this would seem to be a mistake, letting
the enemy to get so very close. If you are not able to
drive them off, or at least break their formation with
this first volley from close range, the enemy may be
able to rally and overwhelm your position, but when
you remember that the 18th century soldier was using
a single shot muzzle loading weapon, you can begin to
understand the reasoning behind this rule. The Rang-
ers were known for firing a lead ball, or bullet out of
their firelocks, in combination with a load of buckshot,
or a group of smaller lead balls. This type of load
would not have been as accurate at longer ranges, but

at close range this combination is very deadly. It would
have been extremely hard for the Rangers not to inflict
some really serious damage into an attacking party of
the enemy. This type of load would have inflicted a
great many serious wounds to a large number of the
attacking force, causing mass confusion, and possibly
breaking their formations. Instead of reloading and
giving the enemy another volley, Rogers advises his
men to rush upon them in their confusion with their
hatchets and cutlasses to finish the enemy off. A cut-
lass 1s a short sword with a heavy shghtly curved blade
that was normally used aboard ships by naval forces.
These short heavy blades would have worked well in
the woods and brushy areas as well. Some of the Rang-
ers would be using issued military firelocks with bayo-
nets, but for those Rangers who were using a colonial
fowler, or other firelocks that did not accept a bayonet,
the cutlass, or hatchet took its place. The tactics used
with these weapons would have been vastly different
than those used by the Regulars, such as the bayonet
charge in a massed infantry formation, which did not
work as well in the forests of North America.

Another factor in this rule is the psychological ef-
fect this charge would have upon a force of the enemy
already reeling from the close range volley. The sight
of a group of screaming Rangers, armed with hatchets
and cutlasses would cause all but the most stalwart of
troops to panic and run for their lives. This would have
had the same effect that the Native Americans used in
their attacks with their war whoops and the “scalp
hallo.” This i1s another example of the Rangers using
tactics gleaned from that of the Natives.

Battalion application:

For safety reasons we are not allowed to draw our
edged weapons while engaged in any tactical field dem-
onstrations. The distance at which you and the forces
opposing you are allowed to discharge your firelocks at
each other is also strictly enforced. In fact, we are re-
quired to elevate our firelocks to at least a 20% angle so
that we are shooting over the heads of our enemies.
This may not look the best for demonstration pur-
poses, but safety is of the utmost concern in these mat-
ters. This leaves little for us as reenactors by which to
make use of Rogers Rule #13. This is a good time how-
ever to remind your troops that every edged weapon
carried must have a sturdy sheath or some sort of cover
for 1t, and to reemphasize that under no circumstances
are edged weapons to be drawn while on the field.
Field commanders should also watch for the proper
elevation of our firelocks and immediately stop anyone
who does not do this properly.
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Battalion Staff Web page:
School of the Ranger

Battalion Companies’ Web Pages:
Anglum’s Illinois Company
Schroth’s New York Company
Pfau’s Maryland Company

Battalion Journal Staff:
Publisher; Thomas Pray
Editor; Jerry Knitis

Lou Tramell

Karen E. Schasel-Millard
Kathryn Keel

Dave Fagerberg

Associate Editor;
Associate Editor;
Proof Reader;
Proof Reader;

Send all correspondence to:
Thomas Pray, Publisher
Battalion Journal
637 Telegraph Road

Battalion Staff:
Commanding Officer Major Bill Blair
Adjutant Captain Timothy Green
‘Webmaster Shannon Green-Fay
Battalion Web Sites:
Battalion Web Site

varanger@cox.net
capadj@gmail.com
sinan09@gmail.com

http://www.rogersrangers.com/
http://www.rogersrangers.com/staffandco.html
http://www.schooloftheranger.com/

http://illinoisrangersblogspot.com/
http://www.schrothscompany.com
http:// rogersrangers.com/MDCompany/

atlatl@charter.net
fknitis@aol.com
Jjtramelli@gmail.com
kesm1964@gmail.com
No email address
dfagerberg@Xkc.rr.com

For those who wish to enter the Senior Ranger
Program, send $5.00 NYC and a letter with your
mtention to join the program to Major William J.
Blair’s quarters at:

Major William J. Blair
4356 Teal Circle
Gloucester Virginia 23061
Email: varanger@cox.net

Note: For those members who are already candi-
dates in the program: please don’t forget to send
your completed requirement slips to Major at the
above address.

Peru, New York 12972 Mistletoe
Jaeger’s Battalion An Outs‘Fanding Line of
Senior Ranger Program Battalion Bonnets
Offered by Judy DeJonge

A Lighter Blue Bonnet, Heavily Felted Thick and
Heavy for Extended Wear.

A navy blue with red trim (in addition to her
"classic" Battalion Bonnet). as well as a plain blue
and Navy Blue bonnets. (with no red trim).

You can contact her at

Judy DeJonge
1260 Beckwidth N.E.
Grand Rapids. MI 49505
or
mdejonged@att.net

For Information and Pricing

DISCLAIMER: There will be articles that will have spelling and grammar that was used during the 18th century. When an individual
submits an article, it 1s checked for proper grammar and spelling. We have many excerpts that are from 18th century sources and those
said items are not changed. Articles in the Journal pertain to the time period of Rogers life/French and Indian War.




