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Okag, most of you have heard it before “Kiss” or
“Keep it SimPle StuPicl,” so your first thoughts may be
as you read the title of this article, what is this idiot trying
to say? Well, it will Probably be best if | start at the be-
ginning.

Mary years ago ] started down the Patl’x ] find mgscIF
on toclay fueled }33 the cxPIoits of such stalwart fron-
tiersmen as Daniel Boone, Davg Crockett, Bushrod
Gentrg, and a host of other television and book heroes
of my earlg childhood. ] started out with a fake fur coon-
skin cap and a Paris Kcntuckﬁ rifle cap gun. An old pow-
der horn we found in the house | grew up in and a suede
leather purse that I bcggec{ my Mom out of comp|etec{
my kit

lt was many years later before I was pina”g able to
realize my dream of owning a “real” muzzle |oacling firearm.
It was a SPrinngielc{ Armory “Iawken” style 50 caliber
Percussion rifle. | bougl‘:t it to use for deer hunting cluring
Ohio’s Primitfve weapons season. | used a big 500 grain
Pre~1ubcc{ “Bmc]cab” bullet and a 110 grain charge of
Fgroc{ex. T hat is what everyone else was using, no one
used a Patchcd round ball, and those little Picccs of lead
wouldnt kill angt!’ring angwagl

At this time | had abso|ute!3 no idea anyone
“c{resschuP” in historical clothir\g during their huntirxg
Forays or at the local shooting range. ]n fact the local
black Powder shooting club in the area was known for
their members all wearing denim bib overalls, club tee-
shirts, and stripccl railroad caps. Why did you have to
dress~uP to shoot your old timeg gun?

Thc first hint | got about PcoPIc clrcssing “Funng” at
black Powcler shoots or when hunting was an old Photo
from a Log Cabin SEOP catalog that showed a couplc
of guys in Fringed buckskins shooting their long

“Kentucky Riﬂcs"’ Wow, these are the guys from my
childhood, my heroes! | hat is what | wanted to do; | was
going to be the next Dave3 (Crockett or Daniel Poone
ordie tr}jing!

] began to ask around to find out how someboclg
could Purcl‘wasc or make the other clothing a person
needed to transform himself into a hero, and | got the
same answer from everyone, heck that is easy, you need
to go to “Rendezvous.” bg the way, there is one bcing
held next montl’ljust a few short miles from your l’]OUSC,

come on out and see the show!

Not wanting to “stand out” we sPent the next few
weeks getting some “basic” clothing to outfit the wife and
kids and |. Broacl]ca” trousers, calico shirts with the
leather ties at the collar, calico Prairie dresses and bon-
nets, rounded out bg a wool felt hat and three “center
secam” moccasin kits. | didn’t need any moccasins, | had
alreadg Purchascc’ a Pair of knee hfgl‘: suede Fringed moc-~
casinsjust like O| Danl wore, onlg mine didrn’t have a
sheath for my tree sPIitting knife like his did, and yes, |
was very dfsappointcd‘ That is where all the heroes car-

ried their knives, wasn’t it?

The dag Fina”g arrived and off we went a bit unsure
of ourselves and of what to cxpect. Wl’xat we found were
a bunch of very Frienc”y Pcop|c, who acccpted us in all our
new anerg without any criticism. We pretty much fit riglﬁt
in and one of the first things we brought back from that
trip was how Pcacegul it seemed, camping out in a real
canvas tent or tcepce watchir\g the stars through the
smoke-hole, cooking a grancl meal over a real fire, shoot-
ing your “front stuffer” and throwing your knife and hawk.
T his was what we were looking for, a good Familg hobbg
that everyone could cnjog You did not need to hold your
“doins” at a historical site, all you needed was a flat area
to set~up your “|odge,” a safe P[ace to sl’xoot, a hawk
block for “throwin,” some firewood and c{rinking water and
you were set. Throw in some woods for a “5eneca Run”
ora “Woodswalk” and magbe a Pond to fish in with your
“cane switch” or Paddle around in your “OH Town” ca-

Genius ...continued on page +
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No F: articu/arUnifonn Coat,
Contextand A ut/rcnticity.
th. | ouis Tramc”i, Mic!ﬂigan ComPany

A c]oscuP of the “ranger”’ Figurc in Bcnjamin West’s, Tl’\c Dcatlw of
Wolfe.

Fresenting an accurate Portragal of a Frcncl‘w & ]n~
dian War Kogcrs Ranger canbea daunting cha”cnge for
the new enlistee and the veteran campaigner alike. We all
understand that the Pattalion (Jniform (Guidelines are a

¢

minimum standard, but at what Point is authcnticity’
achieved? Early on | had assumed it involved a green
uniform coat and buckskin |eggings. This “ook”, fa-
mouslfj c{ePicted in T he Death of Wolfe, is unc{eniaHg
well rcPresentccl within our ranks and among other

Kogers’ units. While the Benjamin West rendered Fig~

ure is striking, is it an ideal Rangcr rePrcsentation?

Just as the car|3 conception of Rangcrs in Decrskin
Jerkins gave way to the equa”g erroneous [:ringecl (Rev
War) Hunting Sl'ﬁrts, our unclcrstancling of ranger cloth-
ing and equipment is still cvolving‘ (Continued advances in
i8th century material culture rescarch, and the increased
avai]abi]itg of Primary source material, recommend a Peri~
odic reevaluation of our Rangcr Portraga|s. With this in
mind, |’d like to review some Primarg source accounts and

restart the c{ia|ogue about our uniforms and gear.

The cha”enge in recreating a Ranger “uniform” is
the absence of a complctc record dc|incating what the

rangers wore, which ranger comPanics wore the items,
and what time frames were involved. No corroborated
contemporaneous dcpiction of a Ranger is known to
exist. | he West Painting in question was Painted years
after the fact, and is known to be a”egorical and ideal-
ized. T he ?igure in the green coat and buckskins isn't a
ranger at all. Mang art historians believe this xcigure
represents Sir Wi”iam Johnson, who was not present, or
Possiblg one of his agents. While evidence suggests
other extant images like the Davies Painting are |il<<:13
Rogers or one of his men, none are confirmed. Nor is it
known if these images were Producccl from direct obser-
vation. (Given this level of uncertainty, these visual
sources are better suited to inform or flesh out the grag~
mentary written accounts that do exist, rather than being
the basis fora Por‘traga] bg themselves.

An examination of Koger’s Journal offers few de-
tails but suggests that earlg onin 1755 and 1756, the
men Probablg equipped themselves, making uniform coats
un|il<e|3‘ Rogers states, | en Spanisl‘x dollars were al-
lowed to each man towards Provicling c|oaths, arms, and
blankets. My orders were, to raise this company as ciuick
as Possible, to inlist none such as were used to traveling
and l’)unting"’ While Kogers gives few details, his ac-
count does not seem to implg uniform coats were or-

derecl‘ Ot!‘xer sources agrec.

The smattering of incomP|ete, and often contradic-
torg references left bg Rogers contcmPoraries suggest
elements of some rangcrs’ appearance for certain times
and Placcs. Though not deginitivelg rcPresentative
across companics or years, these egewitness accounts
and records should still serve as the foundation for any
documentable ranger imPression because theg are the

best evidence that exists.

Rufus Putnam noted in his Journal for June of
1757, « .| had nothing but a shirt and |ndian Stock-
ings .” While Putnam’s attire may have been a conces-
sion to the summertime heat, it is interesting because it
Para”els Kogers c{escription of |ndian combat attire. |n
A Concise Account of NOI‘t]’] America, Rogcrs re-
corded that the natives g0, “mequiPPec{ for the purpose,
with a thin Iight dress, gcnera”g consisting of nothing
more than a shirt, stockings, mogasons and sometimes

almost naked.”

Thougl’r considered indecent bg society at ]arge,
this state of ‘undress’ Patro”ing wasn’t confined to warm

weather. Henrg Fring|e, recounting his 1758 exPerience
in T he Second Battlc on Snowshoes writes in his [ n-

Grccn Coat...contlhucc/ on page J
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noe and you were set. Lhce couldn’t get any better, could
it?

That is when the trouble Eegan. Two of the guys at
the next rendezvous l attended dressed digcrcntlg than
evergbody else, and theg shot those long Kentuckg rifles
with the brass Patclﬂboxes and cur|3 maplc stocks. Theg
were even fintlock ignition, not the cap locks that every-
bodg else was shooting. Then you heard it for the first
time, one of them saying within earshot, “We dont Play
with cap guns.”

What is this all about you wonder, everything was
Y ything
going 50 wc”, evergboc{g was haPPg’ or so ] t}‘noug}‘nt’? Fi-
na”y l got the nerve to ask these guys about their clothes
and rifles, the gear t}‘weg used, and it was all so different

than mine, what gives?

] was Iuck\g; theg both turned out to be Prett}j Patient
with me and took the time to answer the load of qucstions
] began to throw at them. Fina”3 one of them asked me
Point blank,Just what and who do you think you are his-
torica”y dressed and cqufppcd like, what time Pcrio&, are
you Por‘traging’? What is your occupation? [Haver't you
ever read any l’listory books?

What the devil was he ta”dng about, of course | had
read history books, and some besides what l had to learn

and read in school. ] knew all there was to know about

Daniel Boone and Daveg Crockett, “King of the Wild
Frontier” What was a | ime Period? Wl’xg did it matter?
What difference did it make, | was a colonial frontiersman,
Figl‘nting |ndians and saving the dag while making a |ivfng
hunting and traPPing, what more was there to know!

Agafn, ] got |ucl<3‘ Thesc men, who grew to be good
friends, were very Paticnt and bcgan to CXPIain to me the
most obvious of the Prob!ems with my “it> When | told
them the time Pcriod ] most admired was the mid to late
1700’s in colonial America, the War for ]nc]epenclencc,
exPIorcrs a|wa35 Iooking west, yes, ] still had a much ro-
manticized idea of what | wanted to be, but at least it gave
them a starting Point.

Now do not get me wrong, there is nothing wrong
with going to Rendezvous and being what these two men
called the People who attended thcm] “Buckskinncrs.” l
!ong ago realized what we do rea”3 depends on the indi-
vidual and how far he wants to immerse him or herself into
this “Hobbg.” Some Pcoplc are very content with where
theg are while others seem to have an insatiable 3earning
to learn as much as thcg can about a spcciFic time Pcrioé,
including the clotlﬁing and other gear needed to proper13
Portray a given character cluring a given time Pcriod of

history‘

T hese two friends were)ust as much into historical
rescarch as tlﬂeg were into actua”g drcssing and acting
the persona they had cleve|opec} for themselves. Tlﬁeg
both Pot‘traycd “Longhunters,” colonial woodsmen who
made their !iving acting as “Market f”]unters,” supplgihg
meat, tallow, animal oils, furs, and deer hides in exchange
for wages or other goods. The first true “Longhunt,”
where a group of hunters went out on an extended expe-
dition for the purpose of gathering hides, meat, and furs
was organizecl in 1761 in \/irginia, two very imPortant
facts that hclpcc{ them in the dcvclopment of the perso-
nas. C|othing styles not on13 changecl over the years it
also could vary from co]ong to colong‘ What PeoPIc
wore in the New England colonies could be very differ-
ent than that worn in the more southern climates. Tl’)c
weapons used also varied from Place to Place, along with
ncar|9 every essential Piccc of gear one carried. |f |
really wanted to be a frontiersman from the mid 17007s |
had a bunch of !eaming to do, and so these men took me
under their wings and started me on the Path | find my-

SCIF on Now.

M3 biggest Problem was my rifle. While it was a de-
cent gun it was tota”g out of Place for the time Periocl
and area of the countrg that l wished to Portray. \/\/hat ]
needed was a flintlock, either a rifle or a smoothbore
weapon, but before ] bought a new gun, or angthing else
for that matter, I needed to get down to the nuts and
bolts of what ] wanted to Portray, because evergthir\g ]
would be using, wearing, shooting, etc. all ACPenclcc! on
the developmcnt of a “Pcrsona}” or the “character” that ]

wished to portray.

Tl’]at first lesson resulted in my developing a
Iongl’xunter persona like my newfound friends but |
quickl9 realized it was not what | wanted because it did
not involve my Familg. | rea”g wanted my {:amib to be in-
volved with me in this new Pursuit so after that first false
start ] next looked at the persona of a “Kiﬂeman” of the
Rcvolutionarg War time Pcriocl. Maﬂ\lj of the men who
ended up en!isting in these rifle comPanies were excel-
lent shots with their long rhqes, as well as frontier hunters
and |ndian Fightersj so this persona still adhered to my

on|3 sliglﬁtlg less romantic view of what | wanted to do.

This persona did not stick either, as well as the next
few that | gave a try. Nothing seemed “right.” The long~
est stretch was when | Joined Jaeger’s Battalion of
Kogers Rangcrs, sPcnc{ing the next 5 years concen-
trating on the corps of American rangers led }33 Major
Kobcr’c Rogcrs cluring the f:rcnch and |ndian War. -r{w

is

Gcnius - continued on next pase



Spring 2016

T he Pattalion Journal

Fage 5

Gcnius - continued from Pr@vfous page

was my best fit to date and | had some of the best times |
have ever exPerienced sincejoining the ranks of “Living
[Historians.” Still, | hac’)’umpec’ around a lot and it still
felt like | was not quitc where | wanted to be yet.

The good part of all of this is that is hc|Ped to
sharpen my rescarch skills, and led to the writing of a Iong
list of articles, the ub!ishing of 4 books, and eventua”3
Joining the staff of Both On the T rail and Muzzeloader
Magazine& Mg writing is more “sharing” of information |
have gatl‘ncrcc{ over the years than it ever will be consid-
ered any kind of “i_iterary Jewel,” but it has become a
}Dig part of my claﬂy life and | can live with that.

| Fina”y found mgscl]c with the persona of a colonial
ranger, raised for the defense of the Fenns\rjlvania fron-
tier after (General Brac{dock’s Defeatin 1755, as a sort
of “earlg warning” system against attacks bg Parties of
French and their native allies. T his narrowed my time
Perioc{ to the mid 1750’s to the mid 1760’s, a 10 year
Perioc{ where clothing and other gear would have re-
mained )Cair|9 constant so that | could tailor my character
based on Period illustrations, Paintings, historical refer-
ences, and surviving artifacts to be as close to }'listoricaug

correct as my time and budget would a”ow.

The bad side of this 1ongjoumey, travc”ing down
roads that | did not ]Dclong on, was that it uickly turned
cxpensive, something that can be pretty detrimental when
trying to outfit an entire {:amilg. | seemed to never be able
to settle for the “common” when |ool<ing at a new gun or
other Picce of gear, it alwags seemed like it had to be

“sPeciaL” translated into ‘exPeﬂsive.”

] Fina”g had an “cpfpl‘nang” of sorts a few years ago
when ] wrote a series of articles called “(Can | _ess Mean
More” for On the Trai! Magazine. | had decided to
carry my snapsack and blanket roll throughout the clag
when | was at a historical event, sometimes even wearing it
on the battlefield if the scenario, such as an ambush while
on the march, warranted it. W!’ICF\ one wears these extra
burdens all dag long, cspccia”g during the heat of the
summer, you quicklfj decide that carrying on13 what you
absolutc|3 have to l’]ave, and not cvcrything you think you
need is of the utmost Prioritg. Jn my On the T rail articles
| showed how | Parec{ down the gear] carried and my rea-
soning on kccping it or adding it to the “| ess is More”
Pile.

A few weeks ago the idea for an extension of the
“| ess is More” reasoning came to mind. | needed to ap-
Pl9 it to the items that | did decide to keep, on|9 with the
idea that it did not have to be the most expcnsivc or or-

nate item out there. ["riends have alwags told me | look
way too clean for a frontier ranger, and believe me that
while | do use my clothes and gear hard at times, my pen-
chant for a|wa55 !ooking for that one Piece of clotl’ling or
gear that was the “right” one, found me wearing or carry-
ing new stuff most of the time, adding to my “Mister
Cleah” look. ] needed to get out of the rut ] was in, but
exactlg how had eluded me until recent|9.

¢ all bcgan with my wife Peth. Sheis recognized for
the beautiful silk gowns she wears at historical events, to
the Point that the group of other silk gown-wearing
women that she hung around with at events being named
“The Silk Snob SOCictg,” While Beth crjogccl these
)Corafjs at events she told me that it did not exactly lend
itself to bcing Practical when in camp at night and trying
to do basic chores or cook over a fire while wearing a
$500.00 silk gown. 5}16 wanted to “dress down,” to look
more the part of the wife of a frontier farmer who enlisted
his services as a ranger when the need arose. | need to
look more “common” she told me, simplc Pctticoats, rougl’x
fabric aprons, dirtg dagjackets, the everyc{ay clothing of

a frontier woman.

Common, the word hit me like a ton of bricks, which is
what l should have been trging to do as we“, not to stand
out, but to }chust another guy in the group. 50 my focus
has shifted, once more, but this time | think | have Fina”y
found my ca”ing, the Place | bclong, the persona | alwags,
rea”g, wanted to be. ] would still with my chosen “Wl’wo,
What, Where, When, and Wl’xg of a colonial ranger from
Fcnnsglvania, but instead of the new and shiﬂ}j, it would
become the usccl, clrab, common clothir\g and gear of com-

mon man.

| have picked three articles of gear | use in this per-
sona that ] think could better rePresent the “common”
items a man of my Position miglﬁt have carried. 5imp|e,
less expcnsivc items to start, that feel right for me.

My mantra would be as stated bcxcorc, “K]SS” or
“Keep it SimPIe Stupicl.” T he first item | looked at was
my Powder horn. What you say, a Powder horn. A” it
does is hold your gunpowcler, what difference could a
Powclcr horn I‘Ca”\lj make in your abilitg to portray a his-
torical persona? Well let me tell you, something as smeIe
as this can Paint a guy in a corner that he 5imp|3 may not
be able to get out of. Fowdcr horns changed in size and
st3|e clurfng different historical Periods, most often tl’reg
tended to be Iarger in the early i700’s and got smaller as
time went bg. Some are a direct reflection of the area of
North America from which thcy originatcc]. An original
Powder horn with a historical provenance to a New E_ng~

Gcnius - continued on next pase
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land colong can be very different from a banded horn
from 50uth Carohna. Many screw ’ciP horns come from
distinct areas of Fennsg]vania. Form, construction,
lcngtlﬂ, diamcter, and even the tgpc of cow a horn came
from can be vastlg different from one area of the countrg
to anot]‘wcr, as well as in what historical Pcriod tl‘lcg were

common.

A reproc/uct/on of the ,Dowc/cr horn carried by C///@f F augus of
the /Varragansctt T/‘/Zéc, who was killed at the Batt/c of
[_ovcwc//’s /Donc/ mn 1725. Anot/zcr fine horn but one that would
be best suited for a native than foran Eng//’s/z colonist.

E_ngravccl horns, a|tl’10ugl’1 theg can often be beauti-
ful works of art or a treasured Possession for sentimental
reasons, can very tricl(g when using them as Part of your

ersona. An engravccl “maP” horn of a certain area of
the colonies, although many surviving, original examplcs of
just this type of Powder horn exist, might be a real Prob~
lem if it includes a fortification or town that did not exist
until the late 1760’s and you are Portraging a member of
Rogcrs Rangers in the 1 750’s. Native st\g]e engraving on
horns as well as militarg influenced images can also be a
Prob]em unless you portray a native or want to limit the
use of a horn to a certain militarg organization. The
Photo of a Powder horn ] used to own Fcaturing the
King’s CgPhcr isjust such an examP|e, esPeciaug if | was
a “RC}DCI” cluring the American War for inclePcndcncc.
Your fellow soldiers might ques’cion your |05a|t9 if you
show up wearing, such a horn.

So what, many of you mig]ﬁt be thinking, how many
People go around clﬁccking out a Person’s Powder horn
to make sure it fits the historical Period of the person
tlﬁeg are Portraging or the event thcg are attencling? Bc~
lieve me, more than you would ever think. l attended an
annivcrsarg event commcmorating the defeat of Gcncral
Braclc]ocl(’s forces in 1755 a few years back and the
event guidelincs, which | did not think were all that strin-

A Powc/cr horn / {/\//att Wu/ﬁ? used to own [caturing an engrav-
ng of the K/ng of Eng/anal’s Cﬂ/:)/mr. A Beautitul and func-
tional horn but engraving ke this can limit the Io/accs and time
Pcrfoals you could wear this and still be /7/'5tor/'ca//ﬂ accurate.

gent, actua”g Prohibited the use of any engravccl Powclcr
horns that did not fit the time Pcriod.

50, what to do? There is nothimg wrong withjust
simP|3 continuing to use the horn you have now, many
events are not as strict as others, and you and your horn
may be most welcome. Others may simplg overlook it.
What it rea”g boils down to is you, how far do you want
to go in your historical Pursuits? |f you want to put more
effort into your persona, going the “common” route may
be the casiest answer. | his is what | tried to do with the
new Powc!cr horn that A|ec l:ourman, a very talented
artisan of 18&‘ Centur3 crafts who might be best known

Grenius - continued on next page

Fourman. A simple wor‘cing man’s [Jorn.
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for his icinger woven Products, made for me.
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trﬂbook, “ Here we remained all nigi’;t without any blan-
kets , no coat and but a sing|e waistcoat cach, for ] gave
_, who had laid aside his green
Jackct in the field, as | did likewise my fur cap which be-
came a mark to the enemy...... So that l had but a silk
handkerchief on my head”. Fringle’s entry is interesting,

one of mine to Mr

because it indicates that while coats and Jackcts were
initia”3 worn, it demonstrates the Prioritization of camou-
iqagc and mobiiit}j over warmth c{uring the winter cicp|oy~

ment.

PBefore we assume that these are isolated incidents,
Plcasc note several additional eyewitness accounts, in-
clucling Hcrveg, document Kangers and other units or-
dered to Patrol, strippcc{ to waistcoats. Gary Zaboly
cites earlg records that establish the New Hampslﬁire
Mcn that constituted the 1755 core of Rogers unit ar-
rived in A”.)ang in this very condition, and may have in-
spircci the Wraxall dcscription as “..Kaw Country Men...
with notiiing more than a waistcoat, 2 shirts and one blan-
ket..”

Another well known “uniform quote” regarding the
Rangcrs was authored bg Cpt. John Knox. Knox’s
eyewitness account of the Rangers serving under Wolfe

inCanadain 1757 suggests a continued lack of uniform-

ity, if not undress, and lends insight to some accoutre-

ments:

A boa’y of rangers, under the command of (. a/ota/h
Kogcrs, who arrived with the other troops from the
soutﬁwaraf march out every a/ay to scour the coun-
try; these /lg/Jt troops have, at present, no /oan_‘/cu-
far ljnlform, on(g t/niy wear their cloaths 5/70/1‘, and
are armed with a firelock, tomahock, or small
/katc/iet, and a sca/P/ng é/?/f@; a bullock’ horn full of
/Dowa/cr /zangs under their r{g/zf rm, L/Dy a belt from
the left 5/7011/dcc and a /catﬁcrn, or seal’s skin 535
buckled round their waist, which llzangs down before

contains bullets and smaller shot.....

[How do these eyewitness cicscriPtions comport with
our Portragals? Cleariﬂ our waistcoat, shirt, & indian
stockings are documentable items of aPParCI, and in the

roper context, constitute an accurate representation
}33 themselves. OF course, the Pcr‘tinent qucstion be-
comes one of commonaiit& [How common, or represen-
tative of Rogers Rangers was this mode of dress overall?
Other documents c|ear|9 establish additional civilian
cloti'iing was Purcl’iasecl by or Provided to these men
ti’xrougi'i the 1755 ~1757 Perioci. Thisis signiicicant as it
indicates the undress was consciouslg acioptcc{ for pa-
tro”ing, rather than being necessitated }35 imPoverisi'i~
ment or lack of suPPiics. Are we demonstrating this in-
novative and controversia”g indecent Practicc with our

Portragals?
At this Point you may be wonc{ering about the

Rangcr in a cut down green uniform coat and buckskin
lcggings. At the risk of being iqoggec{, | would i‘uumbiy
suggest that these egewitncss accounts demonstrate
this isn’t ncccssarﬂg avalid rePrescntation‘ None of the
accounts we've reviewed indicate the level of uniicormitg
or standardization we tgpicang portray. Thﬁﬁ indicate
“no Par’cicular uniform”, and seem to indicate the absence
of uniform coats within the contexts described. Also
conspicuously absent from these accounts are bagoncts

and cartridge boxes.
T o be fair, Fringle does mention a greenjaci(et and

coats of unknown color were shed. Rogers iCamously
leaves a coat in the field as well. |nventories of the ef-
fects of Kangers killed in (Canada recorcljaci(ets and
coats as wc”, but ti'icy are a multitude of colors and Pat~
terns, seeminglg civilian, and conicirming the Knox de-

scriPtion.

Hunting (Coats of an unknown color were issued to
[Hobbs and Speakmans comPanies from MA in 1756.

T hese were a civilian stglc coat Popular with sportsman.

Gireen Coat - continued on next page
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Green Coat...continued from /Drcv/ous pase.
Ari Aibany sutler records that Rogers had Purchaseci

green course wool coats with white metal buttons for an
unknown number of his men in 1758, and a future order

was being contempiateci‘ | ittle else is known at this time.

Did the green coat become a ubiquitous ranger uni-
form item after 17587 | the | ake Georgc theatre it is
ossible. Green “ranger coats” do show up in runaway
ad ciescriPtions later in the war. |n (Canada, K nox seems
to indicate the four ranger comPanies serving under
Wolfe with “ro
Black with blue uniform coats typically associated with
Gorham. Fven if the (Green Coat did become ubiqui~
tous in northern NY, did the Rangcr Companies sud-

denig Prioritize appearance over function in the Fieid, or

articular uniform” were later issued

did ti‘wcg continue to shed their coats on Patroi?

Jn summary it seems the Preponcicrancc of sources
do not support a wide distribution of green uniform coats
among our rangers ciuririg the years 1755 ti‘irougi‘i 1757,
for those later serving under Wolfe and described }35
K rnox, or those rangers on many Patrois, regardless of
year. Giiven these parameters, wi’ug are so many of us
wearing them? Someone has to represent the eari}j, civil-
ian attired rangers, SPcai(man & Hobbs men in hunt
coats, or Rangers at their unconventional iciriest; traveiing

iigi’rt &fast, striPPeci down and on the move.
As for buckskin |eggings, vir‘tua”g all Primarg source

accounts that detail the material and construction of ieg—
gings, or indian stocl(ings, spcci% wool. Ti’iis was true
for both the Europeans and Natives with access to

Leati‘icr |eggings MAY

have been present, but there is little to no documentation

trade goocis bg midcentury.

for them. | wish there was. K nox again Provicies the most
detailed dcscription:

Leggers, Leggings, or |ndian sPatterciasl'ies, are
usua”g made of Frizc, or other coarse woolen cloth ; thcg
should be at least three quar‘ters of a 3arci in lengtlﬁ ;
each chgiri about three quarters wide (which is three }33
three) then double it, and sew it togeti'ier from end to
end, within four, five, or six inches of the outside seivages,
i:itting this |ong, narrow bag to the siﬁape of the Ieg; the
ians to be on the outside, which serve to wrap over the
skin, or icore~Par't of the |eg, tied round under the knee,
and above the ancie, with garters of the same coiour; bg
which the 1cgs are Prcscrvcci from many fatal accidcnt,
that may i'iaPPeri by briars, stumPs of trees, or under-
wooci, & c.in marching through a ciosc, woociy couritry.
The army have made an ingenious additon to them, i:g
Putting a tongue, or sioPc Piccc before, as there is in the

lower Par‘t of a sPatterdash; and a strap fixed to it under

the heart of the foot, with fastens under the outside an-
cle with a button. 53 these imProvements ti’ieg cover
Pai‘t of the instcP below the shoe bucue, and the quar-

ters all round...”

Before conciuding, | must aci(nowiecige the material
culture work of Artist/[istorian Garg Zaboly. His
examination of collated Primary sources concerning
Rogers’ Rahgers cioti’iing and equiPment, in the
“Kangcrs and their Uriiicorms” APPcndix to | he Anno-
tated and ]”ustrateci Journa|s of Major Roijert Rogers
bg Mr. T odish, remains invaluable. Mr. Zaboiy covers
the toPic, including these sources and many others, in
much greater detail. | would urge anyone interested in

the toPic to begin there.

Fost ScriPt: A Pcripi‘lerai Pcri< of the non uniformed,
|arg<313 civilian attired Ranger is that it offers Pattalion
members a greater oPPortunitg to Portrag the docu-
mentable diversitij of Rogers Rangers Provicieci ti‘le\lj do
the lcg work. With research it is Possibic for Pattalion
Members to represent the subtle regionai, socioeco-
nomic and civilian icicri’citg distinctions relevant for a tru15

Would
you  expect, the original NH company of frontier

fleshed out persona begonci “gencric ranger”.

roughstock to have identical Personai effects, accoutre-
ments and cioti'iirig as the Rangers recruited in places
like the Boston waterfront or the Jcrsegs? How about
the later Provincial and Reguiar volunteers? | believe
there is value in rePrcseriting this variation and would

love to hear your thoughts on the sub)'ect. ~LT.
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Du{y Notcal

ORDERS TOLIEUT.RODGERS

You are to /Df‘OCCCG/ with the /Danfy under your command
to 7_/onc/orogo in order view the posture & strengt/y of
the Enc‘my as a//st/'nct(g as you /0055//7/5 can. Jf you find
the Enc‘my a considerable Body you are to a//lspatcllz

7 wo of your party hither with an acct & proccec/ with
the rest to Crown /Do/m‘ W/zcrcﬂou are to make all the

discoveries youcan& /}[/Dossfb/c to take a [risoner.

G/vcn under my hand this iéc/ay o)[/\/ovr atyc Camp at
[_ake G@ocge 1755.

(E_nclorscd) Orclcrs to Lieut Koc{gers 16 Novr 1755.
T hese orders were issued }35 SirWilliam Johnson.

REFORTS OF LIEUT" RODGERS &

CLAUS.

Bg Orders of the [Honble Major (General Johnson
| jeut Roc{gers & (Claus made the 1Col|owing discoveries

at Diontarogo & Crown Point.

1755 Novr 16th
Jn the Even/ng sat off in a Pattoe with 2 Mohawk
/nc/s and one of the /\/@W/zamps/n}‘c /\//cn, came that
/\//g/ﬁ as far as the /a/gc Bay of the Laéc, abt 12 or
14 miles from the Camp where we Laﬂ that /\//g/n.L

I7tl1 7 ravelled on, discovered /701!'/7//75
i8th [Ditto, heard 3 (_anon fired abt 2 or 3 o (lock

afternoon.

i 9tl1 abt + in the afternoon came where the french ad-
vanced Cyuard éee/ps, [ ieuts Kodgem & (Claus with
an [ndian went on top of a mountain oppos/fc the
Dfom‘orogo Cam/o, where t/765 discovered at the foot
of it the french advance (Guard, seen them walk upon
the Bcec/zjuc/gea/ their Nlumber abt +0 or 50.

O/xservcal the 5mo£c of Dfana’orogo Camp to be at
the same /D/acc Ca/ot Koa/gcrs discovered it, but the
//70/5 said it was then not to be compared to the smoke
he seen when there a few Days éc[ar@, heard )[rcqucmL
ﬁr/ng of Guns & [Drums Z)a/t/ng staid till dark, & then
went back to our C ompany.

20th Ear/y in the morning all of us went further down
towards D/ona/arago abt 2 miles from when we en-
campa/ and coming to a mountain olo/oosite the Camp
went up & /aﬂ/ng there a little while heard a Gun near
us tried to come up to it but found it to be at the ad-

vance Guard

[Hendrick the [ndian with [ ieut (Jaus went upon an

[ minence of the Mountain to View the french Cam/o,
but the [ndn was sur/or/sea/ to find such an alteration

for he said the smoke he seen when there last was much
/argcr and he could not but thinck the Zreatest /oart
marchd of for Want of F rovisions, abt noon sat off for
Crown /:)o/nt;

21t Abt 3 o Clock atternoon came within fair Froslocct
of Crown Foint Fort and the acjaccnt Flantations,
but could make no remarkable D/scov@ly as the /D Jace
seemed c]uitc desolate to us we could observe no
smoke in the Fort or ne{g/zéourfng houses tho’ we staid
till dark, saw no Body stirring, no Craft upon the
Lakc, heard on{g 2 or 3 (Guns fired in the Woods over
the [ ake, Ve f/lzoug/n‘ to /}7fcrcc/ot a [risoner there or
burn their (rain but seeing no house inhabited, & no
stack wth (grain (which article | */cnry the [ndian ob-
served to be too /orcc/ous to the french as to leave it
upon stacks } we returned at D.ané a little ways
&cncam/:)cd.

22d Weather & 5carcity of Frovisions would not /Dcrm/t
us to /aﬂ 5y any /ongcr, wherefore took to our K ctour,
had an other view upon an eminent Kock of a Moun-
tain of D/'ona/aroga, heard /;'r/ng of Guns & (. utting of
Wooaf js seen some smokes on the other side of [_akc
C/mm/o/afn, when the old [ndian was convinced of the
Encmy’s m.arc/n'ng backward as he said the smoke of
ye Cam/o was /7{g/76r up the [ ack when he saw it last,
as also the ﬁr/ng & bcat/'ng of PDrums;

2%, 24, 251:}1 Travc//cd homewards under great deal of
/zarals/w}os suttered bﬂ ge 5ever/'iy of the Weather.

Which is K eport of your [Honours Most Obcc//ent hum-
ble 5@rvanf5

T o ThelHonble Major (General Johnson
Richard Rogers
Danl Claus

Thc above passage can be found in the “Journals
OF Sir Wm. Johnson’s Scouts 1755,1756” Fage 182
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Sustenance and [ ibation

Beef Olives

T he British term for wraPPing meat around a stuff-
ing, browning it and Finis]ﬂing it in a brown sauce is called
an “olive,” although there are no olives in it. Perhaps the
word referred to the final “ofvelike” shape the meat took
when it was tied up and cooked. PBeef, veal and even fish
olives have been part of the Pritish cuisine since the

i 6th century‘

Fl’xoto of bch O]ivcs bg Sam Nott
Ficture Editor of the BBC fﬂistorg Magazine

18th Ccnturg

Take some of a Buttock, or Kump of Beeg, and cut
some of it into slices, then hack them with the back of
your K nife, lard them with fat Bacon, and season it with
Fepper, Salt and Nutmeg, some sweet Maljoram, a little
Ohnion, some Butterd Eggs; then Iag it on the slices of
Beemc, and roll them up ’coge’cher round in a \/ea] Caul;
you may roast them or bake them; then garnislﬂ with Arti-
choak Bot’coms, trg’cl Lemon s]icec{, your sauce gravy,
with a (Glass of (laret; serve on SiP[Pits hot.

“The House~KeePer’s FockebBook” page 31
2ist Ccntury
o 6lb. rump roast
e 2 cups bread crumbs
e 2 slices of bacon, minced
o 2 Tbsp fresh Parsleg, minced

. i medium onion, minced

° 2 oz. beef suet, shredded
° 2 tsP. mace

[ Salt and pepper

° 2egg 9o”<s
. 10 wooden skewers
. i cup of lard

. i Pint beef broth
U] 2 oz flour

. 2 oz. butter

. i Pint red wine

[ i cup mushroom catsuP or Worcestershire Sauce

[nstructions

i. Cutmeatinto slices about 6 inches long and 2 inch
thick.

2. Peatthem flat with a metal meat mallet.

Make a forcemeat bg combining the bread crumbs,
baCOﬂ, Parsley, onion, suet, mace, salt and pepper.

4. Addin the two egg 3on<s to make a thick sausagelikc
paste that holds together.

5. La3 the meat on a flat surface. Spreacl Vato 2 cup
of the mixture on each slice of meat.

6. Star‘ting at one end, roll each Piccc of meatinto a
tight cglincler, securing the roll with wooden skewers.
Trg not to squeeze the forcemeat out the ends.

7. Rollthe remaining forcemeat into %2 inch to 1 inch
balls and set aside.

8. Heat the lard to 350 degrecs and brown each Piccc
of meat on all sides. When nicelg colored, set them
to drainon a clrging rack until all the meat is done.
Frcss the flour and butter toget]ﬂer with your hands

until it forms one mass.

9. Using a straight sided sauté pan, add the beef
broth, wine and Worcestershire Sauce and bring it

to a simmer.

10. Add in the butter/flour mixture and cook until it be-
gins to thicken. Add in the beef rolls into the pan,
cover and simmer on low heat for 3»0-—40 minutes until

tender.
ii. f:r9 the remaining forcemeat balls as a gamislﬂ.
12. Served with seasonal vcgctables.

continued on next pasge
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RATTLE-SKULL

g

Colonial drinkers didn't V
bother cl’lasing their shots
with bccr——they simP|9 imbibed
them together. th was one

example of this—and Rattle-
Sku” was another.

Though the term was English slang fora chattg
person, the name of the drink was Probablﬂ more de-

scriPtive of what one could do to your brain.

On its surface, this blend of dark beer, rum, lime
juice, and nutmeg doesn't seem to differ much from the
other rum-based drinks of the clag. Yetit Packcd a wal-
IoP from its ProPortions: three to four ounces of hard
liquor (usua”3 an equal split between rum and brandy)
are droPPcc{ into a Pint of strong porter, tarted up with
the juice of half a lime and then showered with shaved
nutmeg. T his bad-ass drink is a clangerouslg smooth and

stulti%ing concoction.

SYLLABUB

=3 3
AT A

A

When combined with eggs or cream, alcohol's sup-

Posed nutritive powers were thought to multiplg—which
might cxP|ain the ovcrwhclming Popularitg of posset, a
blend of alc, cream and sPiccs that was often swilled at
wcclclings.

A sg”abub is a sibling to posset, but uses wine or
cider as its base and gains visual drama from the cloudlike

egg whites that are sPooned on top. Want to try it? |na

measuring cup, combine five ounces of inexpcnsivc floral
white wine (thcse clags, try T orrontes) with two or three
ounces of cream, a SPoonFul of sugar, and thejuicc of
half alemon. (In lieu of sugar, a nontraditional tablespoon
of maple syrup can add swectness)‘ Stir to combine. ]n a
scparate bowl, beat two egg whites with a dash of sugar
until somewhere between Frothy and Pcakcc[, Dccant
wine mixture into a favorite glass, spoon over thickened
egg whites, and shave over some nutmeg. Tl"lé flavors are

akin to lemon ricotta cheese.

Mcssagc from T he sz’or

Wed, APr 13,2016

To: A” members oFJaeger’s Battalion
SPccia| attention: Fennsglvania Compan9 Members

Kangersl

] wish to express my heartfelt thanks to all of the
members of the former Fermsglvania Company of Jae—
ger‘s Battalion for the orderb and honourable way you
have clispcrsec{ the balance of your company treasury.
A number of worthy organizations and historic sites
have benefited from your gcnerosity, cnhancing the
name not only of the Fermsglvania ComPanyj but of
Jacgcr‘s Battalion as well.

| am especiang Pleasccl that a Por’tion of this money
will Purchasc a malﬁogang side table for the ncwly up-~
dated Commandant’s anr‘ters at Fort Michilimacki-
nac. | his table will be a permanent memorial to our late
co-founder and commander, Major John C. Jaeger,
disPlagecl in the very quarters that Ma_jor Robert
Kogers occquecl when he was commandant at Michili-

mackinac.

/\gain let me express my thanks for your generosit3
and though’mcu| Planning in disbursing these funds. | also
wish to express my sincere gratitude to CaPtain Steve
Fatarcitg, and to each and every one of you, for your
service to Jaeger‘s Battalion over many years. | hopc

that we will meet again on the camPaign trail.

Major Tim T odish
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