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This article was submitted to the Bat’ca]ion Jouma! }33
CaPt Randy F[ooc{, the commanding officer of the Virginia

ompany.

“The line is hot: load and firel” T hat was the com-
mand heard 133 \/irgir\ia Companfj, Rogers’ Rar\gers on
a beautiful November dag &uring their recent live fire
shooting event. |t is sometimes said that reenactors
can’t shoot because tl’xcgjust “blow smoke” without lead.
That thouglﬁt was soundly c{isProved ]33 the \/irginia
Compan5 under the Ieadership of Captain Kanclﬂ
Flood and Sergeant Jim | oba. While it is certain|9
true that most of our Kanger shooting and tactical dem-
onstrations for the Public are limited to Firing blank loads
for sa)cety and other Practical reasons, we still endeavor
to retain and nurture the Practical skills to emPlog our
i 8“1 century fire arms as the lethal instruments theg were
clesignec{ to be.

The live fire event was Planned to be held at a Private
s!’rooting range which is oPeratcd bg the James River
Black Powder Club (JRBFP(O) located on secluded
property in Prince George Countg, ‘\/irginia‘ This
heavilg wooded area is miles away from major roads and
no modern infrastructure can be seen or heard when
there. Tl’le trek out to the range is rather long and the
old wooden bridge that crosses a small stream rurming
througlﬁ the woods can’t suPPor’c heavg vehicles but the
distance is worth the travel when you Fina”g come to the
sign reac{ing "\Welcome to the James K. BoHridge Me-
morial B|aci< Fowder Rangc.” This remote wooded en-
vironment is an excellent setting for Kangers to get clear
of the many daily distractions so we could focus on the

urpose of our task. Tl‘la’c task was to Practice shooting
skills with the same weapons that we use when Firing

blanks during historic Presentations and tactical demon-
strations for the general Public. Some of the \/irginia
ComPang Kangers are also members of the JRBFPC
so that relationsl‘nip Provided the link that was necessary
to gain access for a Rogers’ Rangers shooting event.

The JRBPC operates with strict rules regarding
salCetg and tyPes of weapons allowed to be fired there.
T}we scheduled JRBFC shoots are also open to non-~
members so all interested folks are encouragecl to come
out and take alook at the range and getinon the action.

Wea ons Pcrmittcd are only Pre-i 840: Fatcl‘ncd
round ball, flint or Percussion cap and black Powc]er in
either smooth or rifled bore. \Well, those stipulations are
not restrictive at all to Rangers - - that is exactl\zj in our
stglc since our guns are of the [French and |ndian War
vintage. The JKBFC members are a group that sta\zjs
strictly faithful to Firing weapons that are authentic to
the carlg American Pioneer, mountain man and fur trap-
per era. These folks shoot comPetitively on a regular
basis so t)’reg are hanclg with these guns. As mfg!'lt be
exPcctec{, some were a bit skeptical about having a
group of “re-enactors” on the ,roPertg but since the
\/irginia ComPany included some old JRBFC mem-
bers tl’uey acceptec{ our rcquest to use the range. ] ex~
pect there might have been some Iiﬂgering schticism
about whether re-enactors could rea”g shoot and ‘(CCP
loaded weapons Pointccl in a safe direction. ] suspect
that not many of the club members t}’xought that the tar-
gets would be in any signiFicant c{anger of being actua”g
hit bg gun fire during this gatl’uering of Rangers but tl’rcy
were still wi“ing to humor us and see if we know what we
are doing with a musket. Just to be sure that all was
|egftimate and to provide witness to this historic event,
the President of the JRBFC, Brian Co”ings Plus
other senior members of the club planned to come along
to gauge the veracity of Rangers in the field. We would
be closelg watched }Jg some very accomplished flintlock
shooters - - the pressure was on the Kangers to show
their stuff.

OK ~ the casy Part was done - - now it was time to

[ ive Fire!...continued on page +
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TINDERHORN

Submittcd }33 Private Wa”g McE_H‘weneg
New York Compang

This is a nice tinder horn image to share
with our members. Qur members could
adaPt this to their kit. Kangers more than
likc|3 carried somcthir\g like this or a
Pouch with the same items found within.

| eftto right; fat wood as our ancestors called it, candle wood, a small leather bag

of char, linen tow, steel and flint, s small burningg|ass, and a small bee’s wax candle.

Notice the Fcnnsglvania Gcrman folk art scrimshaw.
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12 Januarg 2016
New Senior Kangcr Manual

The new Scnior Ranger Manua| is available on the
web site. To gain access to the manual, you must contact
CPat/Lt. Matheng and express interest in doing the
Senior ranger program. The manual is Password pro-
tected.

24 Januarg 2016
Jacgcr’s Bat‘ta/ion at Fort Michilimackinac

Gcntiemcn, the 2016 Jacger’s Battahon EncamP-
ment at [“ort Michilimackinac is scheduled for August i2
~14. T he fort asked us to cl’langc from our traditional late
July weekend as this works better for their schedule.
More information will be shared as tl’n’ngs c{cveloP, as
there are still some administrative details to work out.
Please put this weekend on your schedule and P|an on
attcnc{ing if at all Possib]c.

2 Fcbruarg 2016
New Battalion Dlﬁspa tch Site

I want to make everyone aware of our new Batta!ion
Dispatch site. Pecause we were having roblems with
the old one, we have started Fresh, thanks to the efforts
of Mark (/Hric}'x and | ou Tramc”i, Jtis my l‘wope that all
of you will use this new site as a means to share informa-
tion about the Pattalion. | will be using it to disPcnse
important Pattalion news on a ’cime|3 basis, as will CaP~
tain Blair. Flease use it 1Cree|3, but also resPonsiblgwkceP
your information and qucries Pertinent to Pattalion and
Kanger historg matters.

E_nsign Ulrich will be Posting information about how to
ioin the new site, as he is much more savvy about the
process than ] am. F|case do take advantage of this new
opportunity as quicug as Possible.

We will also keep this old site oPerationa| for at least
the time being, but Please use the new one for new infor-

mation.

14 March 2016
chistration for Fort Niagara (2— July 2016)

Please get your registration for the &) War event at
Fort Niagara to me, ASAF If you intend to attend, |
need number of People going, number and sizes of tents
and c{ining flies. Also if you P|an to be in the Perioc{ camp

or modern camping‘

Major Tim T odish
Battalion Commander

Renewal Jnformation

By Jerry Knitis, E_c{i’cor

|f the mailing label on the back of this Fine Fublication
shows a [78] in the lower right~hand corner of the address
|a}361, this will be your last issue.

Please renew your subscrip’cion toc{ayl Also iFgou
know of a member that is not getting the Journal, encour-
age him/her to do so.

See contact information below for renewing a sub-

scription

E_nsign T!’xomas Frag, Publisher
Battalion Journal

637 Tclegraph Road

Feru, New Yori( 12972

I~ mail: atlatl@charter.net

Battalion Web Site
BH E_nsign Mark (/Uricl'l
Mar3|ancl Compang

V\/e recently uPIoac{ed several Battalion Manua|s for
our members case of access. |f you go to any page on
the website, you will find a download section in the gray
bar on the right side of the page. There you can rigl‘wt
click on any link and download the file to your computer.

The Battalion Manual of Arms is a Power Point

show (FFS) that
through Blancl’s Manua| of Arms ina stcp~bg~step pro-

P[ays like a video and walks you

gression. |tis a very goocl way to Practice the manual of
arms when you are not gathcrecl with the rest of your
Compang‘

The Battalion T actics Manual. T his manual was

created as a guic]c for the tactical training and cleveloP~

Bat'ta/fon Web Site ...continued on page 9
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[ ive Firel - continued from page |

transition from “goo& idea” to “make it l’}appen”. Well, as
with every event that involves a mix of Pcoplc, ideas and
activities - ~ Particu!arly when live fire is involved, some
Planning would be rcquired to Pu” it off without neccling
any alibis or }Dandages. We knew that the JRBFC is a
serious outfit when it comes to accurate shooting with
authentic weapons and most of all..... salcét\lj‘ Wc also
knew that we wanted Kogers’ Rangers to be invited to
return for more shooting events at the range so amplc
motivation was present to get this riglﬁt. OF course there
is alwags a concern about the Potential for injury and the
attendant Iiabih’tg when hanc”ing fire arms. éoth organi-
zations carry Iiabilitg insurance but our Rangcrs would be
on JRBFC turf so we needed to satis{lj their require~
ments. ] o accommodate this we simply sfgnec{ the liabil-
ity waiver forms they Providec{. r:ortunately, after the
shooting was over and the smoke cleared and all hands
were accounted For, there were no casualties to report.
Our Planning began with a concept of oPerations and
then a written “Flan of the Dag” that included a review of

the JRBFC Kange Rules and orientation to the range
property. The Plan was reviewed and approvcd bg Cap—

tain [lood and then aPProvecl }33 the JKBFC leader-
sl‘wiP. |n advance of the range date, Rangers were re-
minded to review the Saxcetfj Frogram imP|emented bfj
\/irginia ComPan3 with spccial attention to the section

The Flan

was rea”y quitc simp|e and focused - - live fire Practice‘

devoted to hanc”ing weapons and live fire.

We intended to Practice sa)ce|3 handling, Ioacling, 1Ciring in
a controlled range environment. Therc was no structured
comPe’cition and no Prizcs (except }Jragging rigl‘nts of
course). Rangcr Frivatc Charlic Brooks was the liaison
between \/irginia Company and the JKBFC His credi-
bilit3 as an accomPlishecl flintlock marksman with the club
and as a member of both organizations was the keg to
setting up this successful event. Charlie stated his intent
tl‘nus; “It was my goal to get as many of our Kangcrs to
visit and shoot at the James River Black Powder Club in
a "live fire" weekend event as Possiblc‘ There is some-
thing sPccial that brings folks togethcr shooting black
Powcler firearms. ] wanted all of us to have First, a safe
event, and scconc{] to cn'oy a stress free fun shoot. No
pressure to hit the 10 ring just have fun. | also wanted as
many folks from the JRB (C to visit and meet the Vir-
ginia Rar\gcr Compang. MH Iong range goal was to en-
tice Rangers to)oin the JKBFC and magbe Pici( up one
or two new members from the JRBFC to Joir\ our
Ranger ranks.”

T hanks to the Positivc cooPcration from the JRBFC,
the Plan did come together and both Kangers and cub

members mustered at the range at the aPPointec{ clag and
time. We fired a mix of weapons and loads that ciag at
the range which | presume would also be a valid expecta-
tion of Rogcrs’ Rangcrs c[uring the [French and |ndian
War. chl all of the Kangers carry the same weapons?
Frobably not. l cxpect thcg carried what they could ac-
quirc which is our case todag. Captain Flood fired his
1763 French Charleville smoothbore musket; a rePlica
of what would have been used on occasion bg Rangers
during the last year of the [French and ]nc{ian War—and
what was the standard weapon of use for the Amcrican
(ontinental Arm3 soldier durfng the American Revolu-
tion war years (i 7751 782) Targcts shot bg the CaP-
tain were a 21” }33 247 paper target Posted on a range
frame at 25 yards to bcgin with. T hisis a good distance
for worlcing up an oPtimum load and zeroing in the
weapon. A” of the Rangcrs s}‘wooting that clay started
with a 25 3arc{ paper target for this purpose. CaPt.
Flood's assessment of his shooting that dag .................. »|
was very Plcascc{ to hit the target every time—which came
as a surPrise as | had not fired this Particu|ar musket for
ciuite a while. | was Probab!g the worst ParticiPant there
that day, however, as | hit every ring around the clock of
the target except the bulls eyellll” “Sgt, | oba was kind
to offer encouragement and ease my embarrassment b
saying “| ook at it this way Captain: All of your shots
would have done some serious damage to a [ rench sol-
dier even hcgou didrt hit the bulls egc”——whicl’x was a nice
consolation, and ccrtainlg comments from a different per-
sPcctivel”

Furtl’xcr comments from Capt‘ Flood; “Mg cxPecta—
tions for the c{ag were minimal: sim y to get some solid
Practicc {:iring my 1763 [rench Charleville smoothbore
musket ...... at a stationarg target. l shot a normal load
(80grains PTG black Powclcr) used in reenactments.”

Sergeant | oba fired two different guns; a Circa
1760 American Long Rifle in .50 caliber reminiscent of
those made in Fennsglvania/ \/irginia. [He also fired a
circa 17%0 - 1740 Hudson River \/a”eg Dutch stgle
Fowling piece built in 16 gauge and reminiscent of those
that were found in that region of the colong of New
York in the carlg i8th century. Sgt. | oba cxp|ains;
“This type of gun may very well have found its way into
the hands of a member of Kogers’ Rangcrs esPeciaug
carly in the war when ranger recruits were given ten dol-
lars in Spanislﬁ silver to arm, clothe and equiP them-
selves. | imagine a ranger making his way from Points
southeast to the | ake George/ | ake Champlain thea-
tre of war Passing through A”:ang and buging a gun like
this from an old Dutclﬁman.” “]n the case of the Huclson

[ ive Fire! - continued on next page
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River ?owling Piece, | had never shot this gun with ball
before so it was my first oPPortunitg to shoot “live” with
ball. | had not worked up a load Previously and obviouslg
had not benched this gun either so it was a com Ietely
fresh start in sl’xootfng this gun. | decided to shoot 100
grains of FFg (which ]Judgcd to be commensurate with a
service loacD and use a sPit lubricated Patclﬁ rather than

re-made paper cartriclges. T his seemed to work actu-
a”g better than | cxpectcc[ and in the course of the Firing
l changecl ball diameter from 565 up to 595 because ]
could. | would like to bench this guntogeta better sense
of its mean Point of meact with this load and expect to at
a later date. ] was actua”g surPriscd that l could load
and shoot as quicuy as | was able with this |oac{ing ar-
rangement.”

Private Prooks rePorted the Fo”owing; «| didn't expect
to shoot much mgschc since ] Plarmcd to share Range
Salcety Officer duties. After a short while of obser\/ing
our seasoned warriors | felt | could share in the shooting
fun. E_verg;onc was very salcctg conscious and cloing
great. | brougl']t along my 1740's Wilson T rade Gun b\zj
Darmg Cagwood‘ When | ordered the gun | had Danng
put a rear sig}wt on it so | could use it for deer hunting.
T his makes a }Dig difference when shooting a smoothie. |
began shooting PatCl’lCCI round ball on the 25 3arcl range
and tried paper car‘tri&gcs as well. With .600 round balls
and .010 cotton Patches l shot a 5" groups offhand at
25 garcls‘ Mg groups opcnec{ up to about 7 inches with
the paper Patchecl rounds.” Charhe had no Problem
knocking over the steel buffalo targets on the 50 9ard
range.

Private Sammg [Haskill is another very exPeriencccl
black Powder shooter who was included among our ranks
that c{afj. He rePortec! the go”owing; “| had a great time
at the range. The weapon ] brougl’xt was a Frencl’l Fusi|
de Chasse which | built from a kit from T rack of the
Wolf. T hat was the first chance | had to cxPerimcnt with
various loads, Patch thickness and ball size. |t Per‘Forme&
well.

] measured my shot groups at 8 inches. ]t was a great
oPPortunitg to geta good feelfor the weapon.”

Frivatc Kcn Gilman fired a rePIica Officers Model
Muskct built }33 North Star West, ]nc. in Montana
which is said to be coPicc{ from an original in the Smith-
sonian Museum collection. T his smooth bore is built in
16 gauge (.668 cal) with a 37 1 barrel and fires a 409
grain .648 round ball with .010 patch. 4| started with a
relativelg modest 7 2grains of FIFTF G which Per‘Formecl
well at 50 3arc{s and less. I would not rcgard that as a

“service load” for combat but it works well at the ranges

emplogec] for close-in targets. A stronger load would be
indicated when engaging targets out to 75 or 100 3ards‘
A cha”enging aspect of this musket is that it has no
sights. |t is fitted with a front bayonct lug which does
serve to some beneficial effect as a front sight but there
is no rear sight. To compensate for the absence of a
rear sight | hold a firm low check weld on the stock when
aiming, | use the tang screw as visual reference alignec{
with the bayonet |ug in lieu of sights. |t is a bit crude
compared to the sights on my .50 caliber Fennsglvania
long rifle but it is effective. One of the JRBPC mem-
bers Posted some “5P|atter” targets at 50 3arc!s and in-
vited me to take a shot. [e had just nailed all four cor-
ners of the target so all that was still clean was the center.
To my amazement (and crhaps everyone else too) |
nailed the bulls eye with the first shot (love those sPIatter
targcts) T}‘wat was after ] had fired about a dozen
rounds at 25 and 50 3arc{ paper targets. OF course ] did
not fire another round at the sPIatter target butjust
sauntered over to the |oading bench with an air of confi-
dence and grinning like a Cheshire cat. [Trom there |
reloaded to start sl‘nooting the animal silhouettes - - too
much fun!

All of our \/irginia Compang Kangcrs Pcrf:ormec{ very
well that clag which is not a surPrise given all of the years
of shooting cxpcricncc tl’xcg all have. SCrgcan’c Loba
has been shooting since age fourteen (about 50ish years
ago) when he shot his first muzzle |oac{ing flintlock - an
original third model PBrown Bess’ that he still has. e
has been a competitive member of the North-South
Skirmish Association (N-95A) for almost that long.
Favorir\g the flintlock over the Percussion guns, Sgt.
| obahasa Iong historg of sl’looting in compctition and in
exhibition.

Capt‘ F!oocl has been shooting since around 10 years
of age starting with a .22-410 which he used to hunt
squirrels, grounc”’;ogs and rabbits.  “|n deer season, |
used my great-great uncle’s 45-70 1873 SPringFicH
trap door rifle that he used in basic training during the
Spanish American War (1898). | still own both firearms
toclag‘ | got into Living Historg reenacting during the
carlg 1990’s. | hen, | Purchascd my first 1763 [rench
Charlevi”c to use as a member of the [irst \/irginia Kegi~
ment Artf”erg, and later Purclﬁasecl my 1763 (Grice Long
| and Model Two to use for [French & |ndian War
events.”

lt’s hard to say what was the most cn'oyable Part of
the dag - - either the comrac{erg among tge Rangcrs and
JRBFC or knocking down all those steel silhouette

targets. |t sure is a hoot to hear the sl’xarP ring of the

[ ive Fire! - continued on next page
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[ ive Firel - continued from previous page

steel then watch the target fall over tl'lrough a dissiPating
A” shooting was done stancling “off-
hand” that dag. Some Kangers said theg will find another
oPPortunitg to return to zero their weapons from the

bench. Tl’lere is also a Woods Walk trafljust off to the

left of the main range so |'m cxPccting there will be an-

CIOUd O'F smokc.

other muster of \/irginia Rangcrs there in the near future
to give that a go.

Ferhaps some re-enactors will ask “whg?” “Whg do live
fire?” Wl’lg is it necessary or even desirable or worthwhile
to fire live rounds? We all know that it is not at all neces-
sary in order to portray Kogers’ Rangers. Obviouslg we
can show and demonstrate weapons to the Public without
sending lead down range. Sergeant Jim | oba addressed
that qucs’cion very egcctivcly with this Pcrspcctivc‘
“Whether you are a reenactor, or a shooter, or bot}w, ]
think it is cxtrcmc]g imPor‘tant to “live fire” black Powcler
guns with ball. [For reenactors this Provicles the experi-
ence of actua”g shooting a gun with the intent of hur|ing
hot lead which gives the shooter or reenactor or both a
real appreciation of what it feels like to loose this lethal
force. |f you do ‘living historg’ this adds a new dimension
to the experience of historical conflict that you can com-
municate to the Public. ]t also causes a reenactor to see
the weapon as more that simpb a prop for burning loose
Powder and more as a lethal weapon which is what it rea”g
is. One will also quicklg gain an aPPreciation for the im-
portance of proper gun cleaning and maintenance as a
means of Prevcnting misfires which Providc a whole new
dimension to the cxPericncc when you face the need to
cleara rca”g “loaded” weapon"’

| ive fire is certainl\g not new or unique to \/irginia
ComPang or other units of Jacgcr’s Battahon of
Rogers’ Rangers. Since the ?ounding of the Battalion
many unit members have long histories of shooting both
original and authentic reproductions of 18th century guns
for hunting and comPetitive target sl’)ootfng. Clcarlg
there are many fine members who don’t shoot live rounds
and their contribution to our common goa| of rePrcscnting
Rogcrs’ Rangers in the [French and |ndian War era is
substantial and aPPreciated. For those who do erjog live
giring of their Pcriocl correct weapons, this Rar\ger be-
lieves that it adds considcrab]g to the overall satisfaction
of ]earning about that time Perioc{ and he!Ps signi{:icanﬂg
in conveying valid information about PerFormancc of the
weapons when we interact with the public.

th. Brooks made this observation; “f:rom the looks
on Ranger faces | know we had a goocl time and the folks
from the shooting club were very imPrcssecl with [Tlood's

\/A Compang."

An informal after action assessment with inPut from
all of the Rangcrs and JRBFC members who Particf—
Pated during our dag at the range c|ear|3 concludes that
all objcctivcs for the day were met. Wc were salce, had
fun, got some great Practice and were invited to return to
the range and do it again. We could not have asked for
anything better than that. Sincere aPPreciation must be
given to the JRBFC who took a chance on us “re-
enactors” bg lctting us use their range. For the Kangers
who are active shooters, they will still Practice, hunt and
compete on their own however the comradcrg cxPcrf~
enced when shooting as a unit has its own energy and
erjoymcnt. Tl‘n’s was notjust a dag at the range. We
turned out in camPaign field attire and with a stated pur~
pose. Wc left the woods that dag with a renewed sense
of unity and cohesiveness. [Tuture live fire events for
\/irginia Compang will continue to be included in our
annual schedule to ensure that we keeP current with our
fire arms and that we maintain that unit esPrit de corps

that unit live fire insPires‘

***END***

771:: Vfl:g/'nia Cornpang of, Kangcrs
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Book Review

777:: First Frontier: 7_/76 I orgotten f']’/:story of 5trug~
g/c, 5avagc% and [ ndurance in Ear/ﬂ America [“ebru-
ary 8,2012 135 Scott Weidensaul

| ike many when thcg first start reenacting, | started
out bg reac]ing evergthing | could about MA) Robert
Rogers and his rangers. Then | widened my view a little
bit bg reac[irxg more books about the [Trench & |ndian war
in genera|. But the more | read about the [F&] War, it
seemed the less | understood what was rea”y going on in
North America in the years Precec{ing the war. So | read
a book ortwo about King Fl‘li”iPS war, an article here and
there about the various other “wars” (Qpeen Ann’s war,
King GCorgc’s war, etc) that seemed to break out every
few years in North America. Put it was a!wags hard for
me to put these series of events into some Iogica| order
Ieac’ing up to the F&| War.

| reccnt|3 read [First [Frontier and cvcrgtl’n’ng snappec{
into focus. Mr. Weidensaul does a grcatjob of rca”g
Putting these events into what the\zj rea”3 are, not sepa-
rate events, but one long series of related Problcms and
issues. ] he author does a greatjob, exPIaining how the
various Europcan Plagers and motivations might have
cl’langecl slightlg, but for the Native Americans the is-
sues were alwags the same; how to either get a]ong with
the whites or Pick a side and try to drive them out, one
E_uropean power at a time.

For me the book filled in a lot of l’]istorg gaps from the
carliest English and Dutch settlements starting in 1 605
thru to the car|3 1700’s where North Amcrica seems to
be over‘ﬂowing with English colonists. Mr. V\/cidensaul
does an excellent job dispc”ing the myth that North
America was an empty wilderness; he care]cu”g explains
the comP|ex societies and Politics that the Native peo-
Ples had developccl Prior to the arrival of the Europe~
ans. Hc touches on all the keg Plagcrs, both Nativc and
European, in the many events over the course of 150
years Ieacling up to the [F&| War. Tl’]e book ends with
the Black Boys Rebellion in 1765, but of course the
story of America continues well begonc{ this Period‘

For me the book was an easy read, giving good exPIa~
nations of peo le, Places and events without Plunging
too far in the “historical re|iabilit3” arguments of various
first & second hand sources that sometimes go with
books of this Period‘ [He intertwines one set of events &
consequences into a ﬂowing history of the first 150
years of North America. [or me the main theme that
came from this book overall is that throughout human

history, man will continue to Push limits and boundaries
to satislcg his own needs of Personal, family, clan, tribe, or

national goals‘

Jol'm Pfau, Captain~[_ieutexwant
(Commander
Margland Cog

Hagcrhousc Avrticle

Bg COFPOFBI Karl FC]dmeﬂer
Margland ComPa|13

On Scptember the 20th 2014 T he historic Hagcr
house in Hagcrstown . Md celebrated the Z75t)‘1 anni-
versary of the establishment of the citg’s founder Jona~
than Hager‘s home.

Situated in Hagerstown‘s City Park, the rjager
[House is built of uncut fieldstones care]cu”y fitted bfj the
young (German immigrant who had traveled to the wilder-
ness of Western Mar3|ancl in search of adventure and
Possiblc fortune. Jonat}‘nan Hagcr had arrived on the
shores of the new colonies in 1736, clcbarking at the
FPort of H’)ilac{clpl‘nia‘ Evcntua”y, he chose to make his
home in Margland, where Charles Calvert, Proprietor of
the colong, was ogering c}weap land to those wi”ing to
settle in the western frontier. Ma|13 immigrants turned
back, but f—‘lager rexcusecl to ]DC discouragccl.

On June 5, 1739, ]L—‘lager Purchasec{ 200 acres of
land from Daniel Du]ang for 44 Pounds. [He dubbed his
tract ”Hager‘s Fancg“’ With the location carcFu”g cho-
sen over cool spring water, construction of the now 3
i/2 story home began‘ In 1740 Hager married Gcrman
neighbor, [ lizabeth K ershner and Presentec{ her with
the new house.

The new home must have evoked many Pleasant memo-
ries for the Hagers. 5t3|ecl in the (German tradition, the
large central chimncg added warmth to the stone struc-
ture, while a fill of rye straw and mud between floors and
Partftions served as insulation against the cruel winters.
During the summers, the Familfj could retreat to the cellar
where the spring water Proviclcc{ coolness as well as
saxcetg and convenience. | he Hagers must have been
comforted bg their home's twenty-two inch walls which
stood Firmlg against man and nature.

Structurallg imPrcgnch, with a Protcctcd water sup-

Hagcrﬁousc Art/'c/c - continued on next page
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P]g, Hagcr‘s home served as a frontier fort in case of
|ndian attack.

The Hagcrs lived at “Hagcr‘s f:ancg” for several
years. During that time, Jonathan grew prosperous. He
oPencc{ a trading post within his home as he continued to
acquire land. On M39 8, 1745, “Hager‘s Fancg" was
sold to Jacob Rohrer for 200 Pounds. Tl’]e house re-
mained within the Kohrcr Famﬂg until 1944. At that time,
it was acquirccl bg the Waslﬁington County Historical
Socictg under the lcadcrship of Hager historian Marg
Vernon Mislﬂ, the house was restored to its former colo-
nial beautg. Jt was Presented to the Ci’c3 of Hagerstown

in 1954, ]n Scptcmber 1962 the home was oPenccl to
the Public on the bicentennial armiversar3 of T"!ager&

town.

Toc!ag the Hagcr House is now comP|etcly outfitted
with authentic Fumishings of the Pcrioc[. Jt dcpicts a life
long since Forgottcn. Not many American cities older
than the countrg itself can Present the homes of their
founders completely restored. Hagerstown Margland,
has been given such a ghct—xcor stePPing into the Hager
[House is like taking awalk through the past.

Evincing |caclcrs]1iP from the moment of his arrival in
Western Mar3|ancl, Hager quicklg became a leac{ing
citizen. [Je was involved in many activities: farmer, cattle-
man, even a gunsmith Hagcr was a volunteer CaPtain of
Scouts cluring the [French and |ndian War. |n 1762 he
founded Hagerstown and in 1771 and 1775 he was

i8th Century [Firelocks

elected to the (General Assemblﬂ at ArmaPolis, qualiﬁy
ing him as the first (German to make his mark in Politics.

] was asked to Provicle a clisPIag and brief talk for the
Public on the rangers to educate on who and what the
Kangcrs were During the I:rcncl'l and |ndian war, what
tl‘lcg did and the tools thcg used to helP them accomplisl’l
their tasks.

] set up a small static displag of the weapons and per-
sonal equipment utilized bg the Rangers including demon-
strations of the |oacling and Firing of the flintlock weap-~
ons, [Tire starting methods, and types of ammunition
used.

Sevcral hundred visitors were grcctcc{ and there were
great qucstion and answer sessions. ] was able to also
distribute many ﬂgers about the Compang and the Pat-
talion and encouragc& all those interested in the Period
to become involved in |iving history and seek further infor-

mation.

—l

A disP!ag of Kanger equipment
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ment of Jaeger‘s Battalion Je Provic{es a detailed expla~
nation of Roger’s Rules of Kanging and additional infor-
mation, such as hand signa|s. T his manual helps to pre-
pare you to execute sound tactical movement while on
campaign.

T he Pattalion Safety Manual. T his manual Provic[es

you with basic information regarc{ing Proceclures for safe

activities while in the field. |t includes Procedurcs for first
aid, incident reportfng, and tips on how to sa)celg handle
your cquipment saFelg while in the field.

The Battalion NCO Manua]. The intent of this
manual is to Provi&c basic information on Ranger NCO

resPonsibilities. Je Provic{es guidance, and is not intended
as Policg‘ Jt is an excellent guiclc for NCOs regarc!ing
toPics for training their Rangers througl’lout the year, as
well as basic commands for unit movements, etc. Fina“g, it
Provic{es a Pocl(et guide of Roger‘s Rules of Kanging.
T his Manual is formatted for Prin’c as a Pocl(et guic{c.
The newly uPdatccl Senior Ranger Manual was also

uploaded to the website, and is in a Private area and pro-
tected }Jg a Password‘ Rangers who are alrcadg enrolled

in the Senior Ranger Frogram should contact CaEt~Lt
(Chris Matheney at battalionclrum@gmail.com to receive

the Password and instructions on how to access the man-
ual. Rangers interested in enro”ing in the program should
also contact him to receive enrollment information and to

pay their fee.

]Fgou don't squash the berries 5ou‘” have a clearer ProcL
uct, but if you squash it...gou‘” get more. Measure the

‘juicc”‘

[For each cup oﬁuice add 1 or 1.5 cups of sugar. Sim-
mer & stir until sugaris dissolved. Pottle in sterilized bot-
tles. ] use SCOtCl’I }Jottles, but any bottle with a cork
stopper is ideal. Canningjars also work. |'ve never had to
process this, the l’ligh vinegar content does the trick.

T o serve: dilute with water & ice cubes to taste. |f] find
it's too tart, | dissolve sugarin boiling water & stir into the

diluted mixture.

\/ery goocl on a hot c{a& For cold c{a\zjs, warm it on the
fire. |t can be consumed alone, or for an cspcciany sPir~
ited beverage, with the addition of your favorite alcohol

roduct. |t goes very well with hard BPPIC cider (we call in
shrapne!), w}‘niskcg (mg favorite) and rum.

Du{g /\/otcc/

OSustenance and [ ibation

Raspbcrry Shrub
Submittcd bg Ensign Mark UIriclw -
Maryland ComPang y -

Shrub was the 18th c. equivalent

to Kool Alcl ]t was casy to make

and very adaptable to different »

tastes agcl mixtF:Jres. w

Fo”owing, is one recipe for Shrub.

o [illa Iargcjar (] use ga”on size) with fresh raspbcr~
ries.

e Do not squaslﬁ them. Pour white vinegar over top to
cover berries.

o | etsitinawindowsillfors dags‘

. Aftcr 5 c{ays strain through checsccloth, discard

PUIP

BACKGROUND

The Kangcrs of Major Rogers Companfcs per-
formed various duties for tge British army. Scouting was
foremost as was information gathering, obtaining Prison~
ers, and kceping the [French occupiccl with their move-
ments. They also were escorts and many times guards for
both Provincial and Regular soldiers. T!’reg Protcctecl
Worl< crews that gatherec{ Spruce, built Bateaux, cut
firewood, or made roads. |t was the Rangcr presence and
saFcty Provic{ed bg them that allowed this work to pro-

gress. T!’rcsc Dulﬂ Noted writings attest to their value.

Januarg i ltl‘l, 1758
Jo}m CampbelLLord | oudon
Rogcrs

Orclers to Rober’c

Your men to tind their O WIN arms, which must be such
as upon examination, shall be found #it and be approvca/
of-

[:cbruary 24th 1757
From General Abercrombie to Captain Kober’c Rogers

Du[y Not’cc/ - continued on next page
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.the men to be allowed ten dollars [Doumy money and to
tind their own clothes, arms, and blankets...

March 29th 1757
Militia | aw for the Colonics

Al able bodied men are o[)/{gec/ to enroll in the militia and
to have a gooc/ Musﬁct, Fuzee, or f:irc/oc,é well fixed, a
Cut/ass, Baﬂonet, or Toma/taw@ a Cartouc/z box filled
with twelve of more Cartr/t/gcs, with 53//, F owder, and
7 hree Flints.

for the recruitment of Frovincia| soldiers for the upcom-

ing Campaignin 1759
g _ampaignin 17

Benning Wentworth E_squire Captain—General and
Commancler in Cl’\iemc in and over his Majestg‘s Frovince
of New Hampshire:

T/IOSC that find themselves Arms, shall be /oa/c/ Twcnfy~
five 5/71'////755 5tcr/ing, lft/‘lcy are lost or 5Po//ca/ in the ser-
vice...and as such cannot find themselves arms, are to be
5u/op//cc/ out of the /</ng’5 stores at A/Aany; but as the
/</'ng5 Arms are very /7@avy, | recommend it to the men
that enlist to Frovide themselves with Arms.

August, 1759 Crown FPoint
Bg order of (General chrcg Amherst

“ Capta/}V[_/butcnant Jamcs [ ute was sent on an ex-
/o/oratory and information gat/‘zcr/ng mission up the Kiver
e 535/6 or Auﬁa[)/c Kiviere. | Je was to find the
shortest route towards the 5t, Lawrcnce river and to
hook up with Gcnera/ Gafcs near /: ort LaF resentation
(Ogdcnsburgj.ﬁc took 11 men. [Je took Prov/s/ons for
25 a/aﬂs. /'—/c rowed up [_akc C/lam/:v/a/h 5ﬂ Batfcau
under cover of darkness, entered the Ausable Kiver,

traveled J miles upstream. Ex/o/orea/ and Podagcc/ S

around Ausable (hasm but left his boats as the river .)
was too shallow. Trave//cc/ to Ausab/@ /: orks area, strik- [~

ng overland towards the St [ awrence. Sent a Ser-
geant and five men back to Crown Foint for more [rovi-
sions. Caloturca/ near [ort [ afresentation 55 Natives
he was c‘xc/man‘gec/ in Maﬂ of 1 JE0. [His route of travel
will become a way to move D/spatc/;cs between wings of
the 5/71’/:5/7 army in 1759-1760. Years before YWilliam
Gilliland gets around to seeing the (hasm. “

More references to the 5tockbridge members of the
Kanger CorPs.

Sept 30th, 1758
CamP Scheﬁcield, Massachusetts

“/ marched again c‘ar/y /Dy the K {g/zt and half files with
Hank P/atoons; the ground would not permit to march by
files or p/atoons. /D assed t/7roug/7 the woods about 9
miles and encam/oea/ a little beyond thew town; here |
C/73ngcc/ wagons, Br. Doit assisting us. /< ng Bcn,
Capf Jacoés, his Son, and two more ifndians came with
an /ntcr/orctcr to see me and dined with me. T/?Cﬂ came
from 5toc,é[7rfc/ge, seven miles, where there is a sette-

ment.”

Gcneral chcrg Amhcrst

Octobcr Ist, 1758
CamP near Shcgiddj Massachusctts

“The Troops Haltcd. T}’IC Stockbridge |ndians came,
the King, His Qpeen & Daughters & CaPt. Jacobs
(Nawnawapatcoonks) dined with me.”

General Jegerg Amherst

fire live on the range. Jt was common for Rangers to shoot at

marks to imProve their marksmanship.
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Lcﬁ' to K{g/lt; Mikc De Jongc, 55!' Majot'Jcny O/son, -
M,y’or Tim_J. Todish and _John- ric-Nelson

/> nvate Art E vans, Ncw York ComPany;

q rt”
&
I/me:cr comes to the /: (o]
Snowshoe Fatrol, [ort /Viagara 2018

Fort/\/légara 13 f:eﬁmal‘y 2016
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